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PRESENT:

The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER) – LNP

The Chair of Council, Councillor Andrew WINES (Enoggera Ward) – LNP
	LNP Councillors (and Wards) 
	ALP Councillors (and Wards)

	Adam ALLAN (Northgate)
Lisa ATWOOD (Doboy)
Matthew BOURKE (Jamboree)

Amanda COOPER (Bracken Ridge)
Fiona CUNNINGHAM (Coorparoo)
Tracy DAVIS (McDowall)
Fiona HAMMOND (Marchant) 

Vicki HOWARD (Central) 
Steven HUANG (MacGregor)
James MACKAY (Walter Taylor) 
Kim MARX (Runcorn)

Peter MATIC (Paddington)

David McLACHLAN (Hamilton)

Ryan MURPHY (Chandler)
Angela OWEN (Calamvale)

Kate RICHARDS (Pullenvale)
Steven TOOMEY (The Gap) (Deputy Chair of Council)
	Peter CUMMING (Wynnum Manly) (The Leader of the Opposition)
Jared CASSIDY (Deagon) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition)
Kara COOK (Morningside)

Steve GRIFFITHS (Moorooka)

Charles STRUNK (Forest Lake)


	
	Queensland Greens Councillor (and Ward)

Jonathan SRI (The Gabba)

	
	Independent Councillor (and Ward)
Nicole JOHNSTON (Tennyson)


OPENING OF MEETING:

The Chair, Councillor Andrew WINES, opened the meeting with prayer and acknowledged the traditional custodians, and then proceeded with the business set out in the Agenda.
Chair:
I declare the meeting open and I remind all Councillors of your obligations to declare material personal interests and conflict of interest where relevant, and the requirement of such to remove yourself from the Council Chamber for debate and voting where applicable. 


Councillors, are there any apologies? 

Councillor RICHARDS.

APOLOGY:
114/2019-20

An apology was submitted on behalf of the DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and she was granted leave of absence from the meeting on the motion of Councillor Kate RICHARDS, seconded by Councillor Kim MARX.

Chair:
Further apologies?


There being none, Confirmation of Minutes, please.

MINUTES:

115/2019-20

The Minutes of the 4600 meeting of Council held on 20 August 2019, copies of which had been forwarded to each Councillor, were presented, taken as read and confirmed on the motion of Councillor Kate RICHARDS, seconded by Councillor Kim MARX.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
Chair:
Councillors, we have some public participants today, and I’d like to call on the Honourable Robert Gibbs who will address the Chamber on extending the hours of operation for the community restaurant, Osteria Epoca.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Mr Chair, I just seek your guidance on this matter as it’s before the courts, whether it is a suitable subject for discussion in the Chamber.

Chair:
Sorry, which subject is that?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
The extension of trading hours at Osteria Epoca.

Chair:
I am unaware of that matter. I am not aware that this matter is before the courts. 

All right, excuse me a moment.


Apologies, Mr Gibbs. We just have to seek guidance from the City Legal advisor. 

LORD MAYOR, could I please ask that you use your power to amend the agenda so that the ladies who are in the Antechamber can address the room before Mr Gibbs, and hopefully by the end, at the conclusion of their presentation, we’ll have a response and be able to continue.

Alteration of order of business in agenda

In accordance with the Meetings Local Law 2001, section 11(2) the LORD MAYOR altered the order of business set out in the agenda by bringing forward the second item of Public Participation to be the next item of business.

Chair:
Thank you. 

Apologies, Mr Gibbs. Just while we’re clarifying this, I wouldn’t mind if you’d just please go to the Antechamber and we’ll just have you hold there while we wait on this advice. But to keep the meeting moving, we’ll bring the ladies in.


Councillors, as you’ve just witnessed, we will be amending the agenda ever so slightly to bring in the second public speakers at this time. 


Ladies, apologies for bringing you forward a bit earlier than I had said before the meeting, but if you could please come forward. 

The ladies here today are Ms Sonia Colvin and Ms Adrienne Logan who will address the Chamber on domestic violence and elder abuse within the community. 

Ladies, it’s up to you, your preference whether you sit or stand for your presentation, and you’ll have five minutes which commences when you begin your presentation. Please proceed.

Ms Sonia Colvin and Ms Adrienne Logan – Domestic violence and elder abuse within the community
Ms Sonia Colvin:
Good afternoon, Mr Chair, LORD MAYOR and Councillors. My name is Sonia Colvin and I am the Founder of Hairdressers with Hearts Limited. With me is Adrienne Logan, board member and director. Hairdressers with Hearts is a not‑for-profit organisation that takes a proactive approach against domestic and family violence and elder abuse by harnessing the intimate and trusted relationship between Australia’s 55,000-plus hairdressers and their clients.


Hairdressers and barbers are frontline in the community, reaching people on a grassroots level, having intimate conversations with clients walking through their doors on a regular basis. Hairdressers with Hearts has the capacity to cross cultural and socio-economic barriers because hairdressers are a part of all communities. In my salon alone, I have personally helped 131 of my clients get the right help. You times that by Australia’s 55,000-plus Australian hairdressers, you have potentially 7,205,000 Australians receiving the right help and the right advice at the right time.


The vision for Hairdressers with Hearts is simple: to provide all Australian hairdressers and barbers with the HWH (Hairdressers with Hearts) No More Silence training so they are empowered to help their clients and to provide appropriate resources and brochures in small, inexpensive plastic stands in every salon and barbershop in Australia.


During 2018, a total of 69 women and 21 children died as a result of domestic and family violence. As of today, 27 August, we have 32 women, nine children and 13 men killed. Sadly, the 2019 statistics will continue to grow, which is why Hairdressers with Hearts is looking to expand its activities to helping to combat these unnecessary deaths in our community.


Imagine how pleased we were to hear that the BCC also has a heart and is currently developing a strategy to join this fight against domestic and family violence. An opportunity for the BCC and Hairdressers with Hearts to partner is obvious, and we have already had some discussions with Councillor Kara COOK and participated in DV (domestic violence) awareness events in Brisbane. 


Over in America, Chicago Says No More is a local anti-domestic violence campaign that seeks to create awareness of the prevalence of domestic violence and sexual assault. Last year the organisation worked with Illinois authorities to sponsor a bill that requires salon professionals in Illinois to receive training in recognising victims of domestic violence. The bill was signed into law on 12 August 2016, and went into effect in January 2019, with Illinois now having over 88,000 hairdressers who have completed their training.


Since that time, 16 other American states have now implemented similar programs. The idea is easily adaptable to Australia, starting right here in Brisbane. Currently, all apprentice hairdressers in Australia undertake a Certificate III in hairdressing to obtain a certificate of competency to practice legally in the hairdressing industry. The inclusion of a subject such as Listen Support Connect, as used in the USA, or its equivalent such as the Hairdressers with Hearts, No More Silence training would provide salon professionals with the relevant resources and knowledge on how best to provide information to victims of domestic and family violence and elder abuse.


Existing resources provided by local government authorities like Brisbane City Council, such as training venues and financial funding and support, are also needed to hire trainers and provide support and resources to run these sessions. In addition, existing state licensing requirements for hairdressers could be easily amended to include a requirement for domestic and family violence and elder abuse training to be undertaken as part of a skills maintenance program.


Brisbane City Council could support this initiative as the licensing authority for hairdressers and barbers in Brisbane, and the largest council in Queensland, and set an example for other councils to follow. Full details of our proposal which could be adopted by council as part of their DV strategy are contained in our discussion paper which I now table at this meeting so that further consideration can be given to these ideas. Together we can make a difference. Thank you so much for your time today.

Chair:
Thank you, ladies. 

I will now call on, I believe, Councillor ALLAN, to please respond.

Response by Councillor Adam ALLAN, Chair of the Finance and Administration Committee

Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and thank you very much for coming in and addressing the Chamber today on this very, very important issue. I want to congratulate you for the work you’re already doing in the wider community in the domestic, family and elder abuse domain. It’s a topic that’s unfortunately prevalent in our society, and the work you do as a group is great. 


I did take the opportunity to pop on to your website and your Facebook page and do a little bit of research, and the activities that you’re doing are absolutely first class. It did occur to me once I started to read the website that the relationship that hairdressers and barbers have with their clients can be quite a unique one. I think it’s a terrific idea to actually have identified that relationship and to be able to leverage it. 


Some people are quite forthcoming, I guess, when they’re having their chats with their hairdressers, and others sit there fairly stern faced and just get over it, but no, in a lot of instances it’s a terrific opportunity to chat. I commend you in realising this opportunity was there and looking to develop the tools to allow hairdressers just that little bit of training to spot an issue, tease it out and then to be able to provide the right advice.


So I think you’ve got a big goal. To provide every Australian hairdresser with the No More Silence training is a big challenge, but I am quietly confident that you’ll make terrific headway on this objective, purely because it’s so practical and so logical. That relationship is there to be used and leveraged to the benefit of your clients. 


As you would be aware, in May this Chamber voted unanimously for Brisbane City Council to develop a domestic violence and family violence prevention strategy, and we’re working in a non-partisan manner to progress this piece of work. We are conscious that in our wider community that domestic and family violence is a reality and, as you pointed out, it doesn’t seem to be abating. 


So, as an important first step in our strategy development, we are undertaking all sorts of research. We’re having a look at what other local governments are doing, what other state governments are doing—great insights on what’s happening globally, but also working with community groups such as yourself, just to get ourselves up the learning curve and be able to use that knowledge to develop a strategy that’s practical.  


From our perspective now, it’s very much about gathering that information, so I look forward to receiving your paper. Council already does undertake quite a lot in this space. We’re already providing grants to assist community groups who are active in this domain, and in fact in this Chamber last week we provided funding of $25,000 to support a group that’s active in this domain. So we’re here already. We’ve also contributed funding to services like the Women’s Legal Service to help them with some elements of their program. 


Council produces a Women’s safety card that provides them with information around emergency services phone numbers, contacts that they can use in times of emergency, and we also have an extensive program for our internal employees in Council which directs them to services that can assist them if they are subject to domestic violence. 


So that’s a little bit of a snapshot of what we’re already doing. We clearly believe we’ve got a bit more to do, and are embarking on that path. Very, very keen to get your input that we can then sort of feed into our strategy development, and truly thank you for your time today. Thank you.

Chair:
Thank you, Councillor ALLAN, and thank you, ladies. Thank you for coming in today and thank you for your work. 

Councillors, I will now bring Mr Gibbs back to the room. I have advice from the City Legal officer that Mr Gibbs may proceed.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
So just to be clear—point of order, I’m sorry, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Yes, point of order to you, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Just to be clear, even though this matter is before the courts, you are going to allow debate or discussion—

Chair:
Well, it won’t be debate. It will be a public presentation. We have had in the past public presentations about DAs (development applications) that are before the court.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, okay.

Chair:
My concern is that the Councillors who speak must be mindful of that fact as well, more so. 


Mr Gibbs, please proceed. Welcome, Mr Gibbs. 

Mr Gibbs will be speaking on the topic of hours of operation for the community restaurant, Osteria Epoca. 

Mr Gibbs, you have five minutes. You can sit or stand, and your time begins when you begin. Please proceed.

The Honourable Robert Gibbs – Requesting hours of operation be extended for the community restaurant, Osteria Epoca
The Hon. Robert Gibbs:
Thank you, Mr Chairman, LORD MAYOR, Councillors, thank you very much for your time this afternoon. I’m appearing here today to speak on behalf of Mr Lorenzo Nobilio, who is the owner of the restaurant Osteria Epoca at Yeronga. This has been a wonderful asset to our local community. He’s a known donor to good local organisations and causes, he’s a good citizen in our community. He runs a very, very excellent business. 


The age group that primarily supports this restaurant is my age, the elderly, and of course those of not so elderly. But it certainly is not a clientele that is representative of a young group or even those in their middle 20s. There is no music, no background noise. On many occasions I have in fact gone up on a Saturday night and stood on the footpath at the back of the restaurant outside of the house where the complaint has come from. It’s been only one complaint—one complaint. I cannot pick up a noise problem whatsoever. The major problem is, if there’s a noise problem, it’s from the aircraft going overhead, because we’re on the flight path of the Brisbane Airport.


He’s offered up I think a very sensible compromise. On Wednesday and Thursday nights he trades until 10 o’clock. All he’s asking is that on his two busiest nights of the week, Thursday and Friday, sorry, Friday and Saturday nights, that that be extended by one hour until 11pm. When I’d ask most of you to consider the situation, when you go to a restaurant yourself, a lot of people these days don’t go out until 7 o’clock; they sit down at 8pm. By the time you order your meal, it’s 8.30pm, 9 o’clock the staff have got to come around to you and say, look, can you please hurry up and get through your meal, or if you’re going to have another bottle of wine, you’re going to have to gulp it. It’s just not a good situation for this business to be in.


He’s outlaid something like $425,000 investment in this business, and another $100,000 to boot in legal fees thus far. He employs 20 people, 10 of them come from within our local community. This place really has become almost like the glue of our local community. It supports a group who go there for a social outlet. We all know the aspects that’s happening in our communities these days, with mental health issues. This gets people out of their homes—elderly people to go out for a social evening and mix with other people. As I said, there is no problem—it doesn’t cause a real drama in our local area.


The Liquor Licensing division of the Government have no problem with this place at all. If I could just perhaps make a comment on that, and I don’t wish to go into my own background, but I actually did the major changes to Queensland’s liquor licensing laws many years ago. There have been some amendments to that since, but very few. Those licensing laws were brought into line so that we could have good community organisations where we could cater to our tourist industry, cater for locals. It was that old when I reviewed it, for example, it still had a provision in it for chamber pots to be held under beds in hotels. We updated it. It’s now, I think, a great Act. As I said, a number of amendments have gone through.

I can’t think of a licensed premise in Queensland, or in Brisbane more specifically, that has to change or shut their doors at 10 o’clock at night. It’s a ridiculous situation. We understand, if there’s a person there who feels affected, we don’t want to abrogate that person’s right or overrule them. All we are asking is a compromise which is the most sensible thing in a situation such as this. Two more hours of trading a week, until 11 o’clock on Friday and Saturday nights seems to me to be a very, very sensible approach to solving this situation. 


I’ve talked to many people in the community who love going there. They support this place with a passion. It offers something very unique in our area. We love it. You’d put this place in international class, almost, that’s how good the food and the wine list is. It’s become an institution in our area, and one which I would ask you to give serious consideration to being able to operate on those different hours. 

Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Thank you, Mr Gibbs. 

Can I call on Councillor BOURKE to respond please?

Response by Councillor Matthew BOURKE, Chair of the City Planning Committee

Councillor BOURKE:
Thanks, Chair. Thank you, Mr Gibbs, for coming in and addressing Council this afternoon. For those in the Chamber who aren’t aware of the history of this site, Council received an application on 31 October 2016 for a restaurant, wine bar and delicatessen at 17 Orontes Road, Yeronga, known as Osteria Epoca. This was a code assessable application which proposed the retention of existing commercial character building, converting three of the four tenancies into a new restaurant, a new dining area, additional onsite staff car parking, boundary fencing and two‑metre deep wide planting buffer to the adjoining residential houses. 


There was an information request issued by Council on 17 November 2016 requesting additional information on noise modelling, relocation of refuge storage and the location of outdoor lighting to minimise impact on residential neighbours. The applicant responded to these issues on 29 November 2016, and the development application was approved in January 2017.


It’s also, I think, important to note that there were 23 submissions on that development application, even though it was code assessable. There were 12 against and 11 in favour of the proposal. In June 2017, a minor change to the approval was lodged requesting changes to the onsite parking and manoeuvring, refuge collection, acoustic treatments to the property boundary, and additional landscaping. Following an assessment, the minor change was approved on 16 March 2018. 


An additional change to the application was lodged with Council on 19 September 2018 requesting for an extension of operating hours for the restaurant. The applicant requested the indoor dining hours be extended from the original conditions which were: indoor hours of operation—the hours of operation of the food and drink outlet are limited to 6am to 10pm Wednesday to Saturday, and 6am to 4pm Tuesday and Sunday. The applicant requested the operating hours be allowed from 6am to midnight seven days a week.


Council’s independent planning officers went through and came up with a decision on that, with a modified set of trading hours, which is the current trading hours that are approved as part of the development application. As part of development applications, as you would understand, Mr Gibbs, Council has to undertake consultation with residents and seek their views, and see what their concerns are. We also have to see what the concerns of the local Councillor is. This decision that Council has made on the amended hours is now before the court, and given that the court is considering this matter, I’m not going to speculate upon any of the points that you have put forward. But we will, as Council does, wait for the processes that are allowed for inside the Planning Act set by the State on the way to resolve these matters, where the applicant has taken Council to court on a decision. Thank you again for coming in this afternoon.

Chair:
Thank you, Mr Gibbs. Mr Peers will escort you to the door. Thank you.

QUESTION TIME:

Chair:
Councillors, I draw to your attention to Question Time on the agenda. 


Are there any questions of the LORD MAYOR or a Chair of any Committees? 

Councillor MARX.
Question 1

Councillor MARX:
Thank you, Chair, my question is to the Chair of the Community, Arts and Lifestyle Committee, Councillor MATIC. This past week this Administration announced we are stepping up our response to homelessness and rough sleeping in Brisbane with a $3 million grant over three years. Can you outline what this will mean for our most vulnerable residents, please?
Chair:
Councillor MATIC. 
Councillor MATIC:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and I thank Councillor MARX for the question and the opportunity to speak on this very important issue for our city. I’d like to begin by obviously acknowledging the decision by the LORD MAYOR last Friday to make this announcement of this brand new grant, which we’re calling Pathways out of Homelessness, to continue to address this important issue.


This grant, Mr Chair, is a unique opportunity for Council to continue its strong relationship with various providers to find those innovative solutions to address the issue of homelessness and to help the people that really need it. We have in this Chamber, Mr Chair, spoken at great length on this issue over time. We have heard from Councillors in opposition of their ideas in this space, and that Council should be a one-stop-shop for everything, and that the State and Federal Governments should not meet their obligations, particularly in the areas of housing, which couldn’t be further from the truth, Mr Chair.


Other levels of government have a key role to play in the area of addressing homelessness. Housing is one of those. So the State Government has a key responsibility to meet the growing needs of the community in that regard. But Council also continues to do the heavy lifting in regards to this important issue. 


As Councillors know in this Chamber, Council commits $1.8 million particularly in this current financial year around continuing its strong support of addressing the issue of homelessness through Homeless Connect, our public space liaison officers. The decision by the LORD MAYOR to double the number of officers out there has seen significant improvements in that area. 


Also we have partnered even further with Mica Projects in that space to have them out with us so that we can continue to provide that level of support and services to all of our rough sleepers—our strong commitment to the Red Cross Night Cafe and the important work that they do dealing with children aged between 12 to young adults of the age of 25, and making sure that our community housing partnership project continues strongly in that ability to provide housing for at-risk and homeless people.


What this grant does is continue to add on top of that, Mr Chair. This grant is about those direct services that will assist people out of homelessness. There are so many innovative projects out there and groups who are doing important work not only in the space of providing housing but also in the areas of mental health, at employment services, to up-skill people in their various ways, to be able to give them that hand up and to provide them with the resilience they need to get their lives back in order. This grant will deliver that.


$3 million over three years is a significant investment by this LORD MAYOR and this Administration into addressing that issue. When other councils across Australia are calling on other levels of government to stand up and take their place, this LORD MAYOR is taking action directly. This kind of grant is exactly what we need in this city, and it is an absolute leading example across this nation of the hands-on effective opportunities that are available to address homelessness.


Rather than those opposite who speak big but do little in this space, particularly the Greens Councillor who treats this issue as if he is the only one that cares, the only one that listens, and the only one that’s doing anything, nothing could be further from the truth. It is this LORD MAYOR and this Administration and this Council that is getting on with delivering this important grant. I look forward, Mr Chair, to all of the grant applications that come in to Council, starting from December and moving forward, so that we can make sure that we are addressing this issue. 


So the grants themselves open in September. They will close on 9—sorry, they open on 30 September; they will close on 9 December, and then the moneys will be out in December to be able to address those issues. We will see really innovative ideas coming from different organisations within the community to help those who cannot help themselves. Homelessness is a key issue across our city. We all have a heart in able to address—we all care about our fellow residents in order to address this issue. 


But this Administration, as it always does, is not just about the talking, it’s about the doing. That’s what this grant will do, Mr Chair. By being able to provide realistic and practical opportunities for different organisations to provide that level of support, this will get those outcomes. There could be, Mr Chair, so many opportunities out there, so many different groups. 


We’ve seen just examples of the speakers before in the area of domestic violence. There are so many groups out there in the area of homelessness that are looking at innovative ways to be able to help people retain their dignity, return it back to them, and empower them to get their lives back in order. 


No person is born into homelessness, Mr Chair. Something happens in someone’s life to put them there, and as an Administration, we want to work with community organisations to get them back to where they belong to be, to give them the dignity, to give them their lives, to empower them back into community. By looking at this particular grant, we are currently—

Chair:
Councillor MATIC, your time has expired.

Councillor MATIC:
Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor CUMMING.
Question 2
Councillor CUMMING:
Chair, my question is to the LORD MAYOR. On 30 June you posted on Facebook: ‘one year ago, we teamed up with Lone Pine Koala Sanctuary on a mission to protect our precious koala population through critical research at the Brisbane Koala Science Institute. I’m looking forward to celebrating many more milestones on our path to make Brisbane Australia’s koala capital,’ and posted a picture of you cutting a birthday cake.


The quarterly report being debated today shows that on 30 June you unquestionably must have known the koala research program was in tatters with the provider being released for their inability to deliver what is described as research into key threats to koalas. Given the birthday cake stunt, why should Brisbane residents ever believe a word you utter, if you are not prepared to give them the true story about the face of this—about the fate of this crucial research?
Chair:
LORD MAYOR. 
LORD MAYOR:
Thank you for the question, Councillor CUMMING, and it gives me a great opportunity to talk about the great work that is being done in the field of koala research here in Brisbane. What I can say is that the partnership with the Koala Science Institute at Lone Pine continues on. We are very proud of that facility, and we’re proud of the fact that it is one of a kind facility, not only in Australia but in the world.


What I can say, though, is that since we announced that, we’ve actually partnered out with other organisations to expand the field of research, with universities as well. So, what we expected to do in the beginning has now even broadened further, and we are partnering with some of our great universities to expand the program. So, there is more happening than we anticipated, and we are working with more organisations than we anticipated.


I can say that it would give us great pleasure to report back on the results of some of this research in the future, because we are the Administration that is leading the charge when it comes to koala research, protecting our koala population, doing more than ever before. 


So whether it’s about buying bushland to preserve it and creating new nature reserves, something which the Labor Party criticises all the time; whether it’s about trying to stop the State Government selling off their bushland which they seem to be doing all the time; or whether it’s about investing in tree planting programs across the city and creating new koala food tree areas right across Brisbane in critical areas based on research; or whether it’s about the work that Council is doing to determine koala populations and where they roam, through use of, for example, the sniffer dogs that are out there to detect koalas, something that Council is working on; or whether it’s about our new programs for tracking koalas’ movements across the city, we are investing like no administration has ever invested before.  


We are making sure that we know more about our koala populations so we can do more to protect them. Every day these days as I’m driving around the city and seeing all of the VMS (variable message signs) signs up—have you seen them around—alerting people in areas where there are known koala populations, to drive safely, this new program with the signage that’s up, with new programs to install fauna fencing to make sure that fewer of our native wildlife are being hit on our roads, we certainly have the runs on the board. 


When it comes to our partnership with the Koala Science Institute at Lone Pine, we are very proud of that partnership. That partnership continues, and we will continue working with them. But our investment in koalas and koala research is certainly not limited to that. It’s broadening out all the time, and as I mentioned, we are now partnering also with universities in that field as well.

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor TOOMEY.
Question 3
Councillor TOOMEY:
Thank you, Chair, my question is to the Chair of City Planning Committee, Councillor BOURKE. The final Adelaide Street Vision is now out for public consultation, giving residents the opportunity to have their say on the revitalisation of this busy city thoroughfare. Can you outline how residents can get involved, and how this Administration is making the Brisbane of tomorrow better than the Brisbane of today?
Chair:
Councillor BOURKE. 
Councillor BOURKE:
Thanks very much, Mr Chair, and I thank Councillor TOOMEY for the question and the opportunity to update the Chamber on the feedback that Council has received as part of the draft Adelaide Street Vision. Adelaide Street has played a vital link in our city’s transportation needs for 100-plus years, Mr Chair. Obviously, it carries now a large amount of public transport, pedestrians and services, and connects parts of our city together. 


But it is also part of the retail heart that is the City of Brisbane, and one of our cherished civic spaces as well. So, Councillor TOOMEY, as you said, we undertook public consultation from May to June this year, and about 480 people had their say on the draft Adelaide Street Vision. Residents were able to participate via information sessions, online survey or providing comments directly on Council’s website. The feedback was positive and very clear, Mr Chair.


Residents supported our plan to evolve Adelaide Street into a walkable tree‑lined boulevard weaving together retail, key civic spaces with a world-class public transport experience. As Councillor COOPER says in this place quite often, we might be drivers, we might be cyclists, but every single one of us is a pedestrian, Mr Chair, and that’s why making sure that Adelaide Street is a more pedestrian friendly environment and facilitates that growth in public transport use is very important.


So, the vision delivers wider footpaths, uncluttered and not subject to crowding around the bus stops, Mr Chair. It will create a grand arrival from Central Station to Adelaide Street and deliver improvements to small spaces, arcades, laneways across the length and breadth of the street. What is also important is making sure that the traders are engaged and involved in this. I was pleased to see them having their say and providing their feedback as part of that consultation, because obviously we want Adelaide Street to be a vibrant part of our CBD heart.


It was, of course, back in the City Centre Master Plan that the need for this vision was first identified, and then, through the work that’s being undertaken by this Administration to deliver the largest public transport project on the books here in Brisbane, the Brisbane Metro being delivered by Council, that we need to upgrade and improve the experience in Adelaide Street.


Well, Mr Chair, all of that has been undertaken in terms of the consultation and engagement. Where to from here? Well, as part of Brisbane Metro, we will now be looking to incorporate the outcomes from the Adelaide Street Vision. The sad thing, though, Mr Chair, is that this wonderful transformational public transport project that does not require one brass razoo from the State Government—all it requires is a couple of signatures, Mr Chair, a couple of approvals from the State Government—the upgrades to Adelaide Street, just like Brisbane Metro, are being held up by the State Government down in George Street.


The residents of Brisbane are being denied wider footpaths, safer access, better public transport, the traders are being denied those outcomes as well, Mr Chair, because the State Government can’t get on board with Brisbane Metro. The Federal Government is on board, this Council is on board. We put our money where our mouth is, the Federal Government has put its money where its mouth is. 


We are committed to investing in public transport and getting better outcomes for the residents in this city, to get them home quicker and safer, and provide transport options, Mr Chair, but unfortunately, it’s the State Government that is standing in the way of making Adelaide Street into a fantastic space. Our commitment to improve Adelaide Street is not just about delivering in the CBD. We also have our Village Precinct Projects which are upgrading and improving suburban shopping centres right across this city. But it’s vital that we make sure Adelaide Street continues to play that important transport role in our city.


It’s vital that we make it a pedestrian friendly space. We’ve already taken steps, Mr Chair, through Move Safe, where Councillor COOPER has delivered a cross‑block crossing as part of the Move Safe project. But there needs to be more done. We need to widen footpaths; we need to look at those pedestrian areas around traffic signals. We need to do better plantings, create a more friendly environment to support business in the CBD and to support public transport, and that transformational project, which is Brisbane Metro, which is coming to this city and will be delivered by this Administration.


We’re the side of the Chamber that’s committed to actually improving the outcomes and the life of residents in the City of Brisbane, not just playing politics like those opposite. We are the side of the Chamber and the party that wants to improve public transport, Mr Chair, not play political games like those down in George Street when it comes to major projects like Brisbane Metro. 


So I look forward to continuing to progress the Adelaide Street Vision and making sure that we implement each and every outcome of it to get a better outcome not just for the businesses but for all of the residents of Brisbane who use public transport, or come into the city and enjoy the fantastic offerings that our CBD has.

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor CUMMING.
Question 4
Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you, Chair, my question is to the LORD MAYOR.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, I’m just checking. I believe I am due for a question.

Chair:
I believe you’ll get a question today, yes. 

Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Well, point of order, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
There’s now been—there were one, two, three, four questions from the ALP on 20th, and there’s been a fifth. I believe it is in the ratio, it’s—it is my turn.

Chair:
Thank you. 

Councillor CUMMING, please proceed.
Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you—
Councillor JOHNSTON:
Given that you are not applying the rules in the way in which the Meetings Local Law procedure indicates should be, I move dissent in your ruling.
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Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON moved, seconded by Councillor Jonathan SRI, that the Chair’s ruling be dissented from. Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion of dissent was declared lost on the voices.


Councillor JOHNSTON:
Division.
The division lapsed for want of a seconder.

Chair:
Councillor CUMMING, please proceed with your question.

Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you, Chair.

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
I just want to clarify for my understanding is it the case that your approach is to give five questions to the Labor Councillors and then one to each of myself and the independent Councillor?

Chair:
I’ll explain my reasoning. Each week there will be three Labor questions and one independent or Greens question from the Opposition side. 

Councillor SRI:
Right.

Chair:
First you look at nine questions, five and four, three and one. Right?

Councillor SRI:
So that represents a bit of a departure from the previous established practice in this Chamber.

Chair:
I don’t think it does.

Councillor SRI:
It does. It used to be five and then one—

Chair:
Well, I don’t agree. I don’t agree, and I’ve provided my reasoning. 

Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you—

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor SRI.
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Councillor Jonathan SRI moved, seconded by Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON, that the Chair’s ruling be dissented from. Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion of dissent was declared lost on the voices.


Thereupon, Councillors Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 2 -
Councillors Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 24 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Amanda COOPER, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES, and the Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Peter CUMMING, and Councillors Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS and Charles STRUNK.
Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
I don’t want to labour the point, but I do just want to emphasise that, based on the description you’ve just provided of how you’re allocating, you’re not allocating Opposition Councillors’ questions on a pro rata basis, and I’d ask—

Chair:
I disagree. I disagree with your reasoning, and I would encourage you to review and reflect on previous weeks that the proportion of questions that you and Councillor JOHNSTON receive is correct. I pay attention to these things.

Councillor SRI:
Sure.

Chair:
I—as you would hopefully have experienced, I am biased towards fairness as best I can. However, you would—in proportion, you would receive every seventh Opposition question, as would Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor SRI:
I won’t argue the—

Chair:
Because you’re one in seven, you get every seventh question.

Councillor SRI:
I won’t argue the point now, but I just ask that later you seek advice about that and just clarify that you’re 100% sure about that, because I think you might be mistaken.

Chair:
All right, thank you.


Councillor CUMMING.
Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you, Chair, my question is to the LORD MAYOR. Last week in your remarkably strident defence of Councillor OWEN’s ratepayer funded $300 return cab rides to Boondall concerts, you claimed the guidelines were introduced in 1983 when you were one year old, so you knew nothing of it, and it was all Labor’s fault. 


I table a copy of AP193 Taxi Usage and Cabcharge Taxi eTicket Procedure which governs the use of cabs by members of the E&C Committee and all other Council employees. It clearly states that the policy was reviewed on 24 June 2019, while you were Mayor of the city. Why did you tell ratepayers the policy was a relic from 1983 when it clearly had been reviewed on your watch?
Chair:
LORD MAYOR. 
LORD MAYOR:
Thank you for the question, Councillor CUMMING. I was simply pointing out that this was a very, very longstanding policy. It was a very longstanding situation that Committee Chairs have access to a Cabcharge card, and it was something that was introduced by a Labor administration. You can see that, when there’s an election approaching, the opportunists in the Opposition will suddenly decide that they don’t like things that they were quite happy with in the past, for political reasons. That is exactly what is going on here. So, I simply pointed out that it was actually a Labor administration that introduced this to the best of our knowledge, going back through the records, and I have the E&C report here at the time from that meeting on 14 March 1983 where that system was confirmed. 


But what I will say is that my comments in the past were absolutely appropriate, because it is always prudent and responsible to take a look at what’s happening to make sure that the guidelines are clear, and I don’t believe that they have been made clear enough. So I committed in this place that we will introduce very clear, crystal clear guidelines so that there is no doubt about what these things can be used for. In the end, as I said—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillors, please allow the answer to be heard in silence. 

LORD MAYOR:
As I pointed out, Labor Councillors have no concerns when State Ministers are chauffeured to and from sporting events in the ratepayer funded car or the taxpayer funded car. They don’t have a problem with that.

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
They don’t have a problem with that. But suddenly there’s an election coming, so they want to con people into thinking that they disagree with this, when we know that they don’t. We know that they don’t, and we know that they brought this system in place, they were happy with this system, until suddenly they thought they could score a few political points.

Councillors interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
So, the reality is—

Chair:
Okay, Councillors, the answer—Councillors, the answer will be heard in silence, please. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
The reality is it is appropriate for Committee Chairs to have access to multiple ways of getting around to do their job in their role as Chairs and as Councillors. 

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
We are going forward making—

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON! Councillor JOHNSTON, please cease interjecting. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
—making sure that there are no grey areas, and that it is crystal clear on what this can and should be used for. That is what I said last week, and that is what I am confirming this week, and I think our position is absolutely clear.

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor RICHARDS.
Question 5
Councillor RICHARDS:
Yes, Mr Chair, my question is to the Chair of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee, Councillor HAMMOND. Council is undertaking consultation on the revitalisation of 11 parks and reserves across Brisbane. How is this Administration maintaining a clean and green Brisbane while giving our residents more to see and do?
Chair:
Councillor HAMMOND. 
Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and thank you, Councillor RICHARDS, for the question. This LORD MAYOR, Adrian SCHRINNER, and this Administration is committed to creating more to see and do—more recreational opportunities and encourage Brisbane residents to get out and explore our beautiful clean, green city and what it has to offer.


Council has identified 11 Brisbane parks that will be enhanced over the next three years as part of a $72 million investment into parks and reserves. The 11 parks are Colmslie Recreation Reserve, Grinstead Park, Shand Street Park, Corbett Street Park, Keperra Bushland Reserve, Wembley Park, Wishart Community Park, Chalk Street Park, Mt Gravatt Lookout Reserve, Stephens Mountain Reserves, and Eildon Hill Reserve. These parks and reserves cover 296 hectares in total, and I’m pleased that the Council is investing significantly in the renewal and activation of our suburban parks, with the full support of this LORD MAYOR, Adrian SCHRINNER. 

The projects will protect the existing green space across our city and create more to the people of Brisbane, not only current residents of Brisbane, but for future generations. Brisbane residents know what their local community wants. They understand their local community. That’s why this Administration believe in going out and doing public consultation with our residents. They’re our experts. So I look forward to getting the feedback from our residents to see what they want to see in their parks, how they want to use their parks in the future.


We are going out to public consultation on these parks from 3 September to 22 September, but residents can have a say through their local Councillors and also online. I would encourage every single one of the local Councillors who are getting this investment put into their parks to go out and speak to their local community, listen to what they want to see. 


I know that Councillor WINES, you’re doing that this weekend, and I will be joining you and talking about Grinstead Park out there in Alderley, and I look forward to hearing what the residents of that area want to see, because we certainly do want to create a more healthy and active Brisbane. Get people out there and enjoy the green space that is provided.


I would also like to end with thanking LORD MAYOR Adrian SCHRINNER for putting this massive amount of investment into our parks to encourage people to come out, have a go, let’s see what there is out there. Thank you. 
Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor JOHNSTON.
Question 6
Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, my question is to the LORD MAYOR. Last week there was another serious accident at the intersection of Venner Road and Ipswich Road, Annerley. It is now 15 months since Council announced a review of Ipswich and Annerley Roads—the Ipswich and Annerley Road corridors, and two years since the Move Safe study identified Ipswich Road as a top 10 pedestrian safety hotspot. When will Council act to improve safety along the Ipswich Road corridor through Annerley? Do we have to wait until another person is killed?
Chair:
LORD MAYOR. 
LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Councillor JOHNSTON, for the question. I acknowledge her concern about this matter. I acknowledge her ongoing interest, and I thank her for that. It is appreciated. Council shares the interest in this matter, and—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
—as has previously been—

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, the answer is barely 10 seconds old. Please allow the LORD MAYOR to answer your question. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Council shares the interest in this matter. There are a whole range of things that came out of the Move Safe report across Brisbane, and this is one of those things that we’re working on. Council is currently finalising the report into the Ipswich Road corridor, and that includes the matter that Councillor JOHNSTON has raised. So, as soon as we do have further information, we’ll be keen to get it out there and make sure that Councillor JOHNSTON is aware of actions that are being proposed. Certainly, we’re looking at various issues when it comes to safety in the area, and we are committed to improving safety on our road network in various ways. So thank you, Councillor JOHNSTON, for the question.

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor CUNNINGHAM.
Question 7
Councillor CUNNINGHAM:
My question is to the Chair of the Field Services Committee, Councillor HOWARD. In this year’s budget, this Administration announced the $30 establishment fee for green bins would be waived, making it even more affordable for residents to recycle their green waste. Can you outline for the Chamber on the uptake of this initiative, and what Council is doing to create a clean and green Brisbane?
Chair:
Councillor HOWARD. 
Councillor HOWARD:
Thank you, Chair, and I thank Councillor CUNNINGHAM for the question. This Administration is proud to lead Australia’s most sustainable city. Under the leadership of Team Schrinner, our city has achieved a lot to create a clean and green city for future generations. We’re particularly proud of the achievements we have made in the waste and resource recovery space. It is under the leadership of the LNP that Council has developed and implemented a range of green initiatives in this space that once suffered from years of neglect under Labor.


It was under this Administration that we established Council’s first ever Waste Minimisation team. We launched Council’s first ever Love Food Hate Waste program, and implemented this city’s first ever Community Composting Hubs program with more than 20 hubs now in place across the city. These are just a few examples of the incredible work we have done in this space, together with our passionate residents. It is because of their hard work that we have reduced the amount of food going to landfill, reduced the amount of recycling going into our red top bins, and reduced the amount of green waste going to landfill.


Together we’ve achieved a lot, but there is always more to be done. That is why Team Schrinner has waived the establishment fee for green bins. What this means is that it has never been easier or more affordable to recycle green waste and reduce waste to landfill. I am pleased to report to the Chamber that, in the short time that has passed since this initiative began on 1 July, more than 1,000 residents have ordered a new green bin to take advantage of this great opportunity to recycle green waste and reduce waste to landfill.


Over 1,000 green bins ordered in less than 60 days, and that’s over 1,000 new households who have decided to join our mission to keep green waste out of landfill and help create a cleaner and greener Brisbane. To give you an idea of the significance of this initiative, for the whole months of July and August combined last year, we had received 474 orders for green bins. Since Team Schrinner has waived the establishment fee for green bins, we have seen the number of orders more than double compared to the same time last year. 


I would like to thank the approximately 100,000 residents who have registered for Council’s green waste recycling service to date. By recycling your green waste, you are making a great contribution to creating a cleaner and greener Brisbane now and for the future generations to come. 


As this Chamber is well aware, food waste is another significant problem faced by our city, with unused food alarmingly making up more than a quarter of the average Brisbane rubbish bin. We have all heard firsthand about the impressive work that OzHarvest does with the wonderful opportunity we had earlier this year when Amy Cobb came into this Chamber and spoke to us all about the important work of this incredible charity. Amy spoke passionately about just how important it is to stop food waste at the beginning, not the end of the cycle, and I share her belief that Brisbane as a city could be the world’s leading city for fighting food waste. 


Council has been working hard with the passionate residents of Brisbane to do just that, by preventing food going to waste in the first place, with our Love Food Hate Waste program, and initiatives like the six-week food waste challenge. Whilst the ultimate goal is to make sure that we aren’t generating any food waste to begin with, the reality is that right now we know that right across the city perfectly good unused food goes to waste all the time. OzHarvest is a fantastic organisation that works tirelessly to reduce some of this unnecessary waste by collecting unused food from businesses and using it to provide food relief for those who are disadvantaged in our community rather than it going to landfill.


Over the past five years, OzHarvest has delivered more than 5.6 million meals to vulnerable people and diverted almost 2 million kilograms of food from landfill nationally. I encourage residents to consider: how can you reduce your own food waste to create a cleaner and greener city whilst saving money at the same time? Households throw away approximately 80,000 tonnes of food waste every year in Brisbane, but this huge figure could be drastically reduced by adopting simple behaviour changes at home. Planning and shopping more carefully will not only help you to keep our city clean and green, but it could help you save up to $3,800 per year.


If we all work together to make simple changes, we can help the work of organisations like OzHarvest to go even further and put an end to food waste. So, Chair, I—

Chair:
Councillor HOWARD, your time has expired.

Councillor HOWARD:
Thank you.

Chair:
Councillor CUMMING.
Question 8
Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you, Chair; my question is to the LORD MAYOR. I refer to Council policy AP193 Taxi Usage and Cabcharge Taxi eTicket Procedure which states: ‘taxi travel for personal or private purposes is the responsibility of employees, and other than described above, taxi travel should not be used other than at the expense of the employee’. Councillor OWEN’s trips to concerts by Cher and Keith Urban were clearly for personal use. What steps have you taken to make Councillor OWEN repay the money as per policy AP193 which was reviewed by this Council on 24 June 2019 while you are the Mayor of this city?
Chair: 
LORD MAYOR. 
LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Councillor CUMMING. Unfortunately, the premise of your question is incorrect. The policy you refer to—and I have a copy of it here—relates to various parts of Council, primarily to senior executives, Council employees and others in Council. It has one reference to Committee members and the Chief Executive Officer in paragraph 1.1, and it says here: ‘Establishment and Coordination Committee members and the Chief Executive Officer will continue to use their Cabcharge card for all taxi cab usage in accordance with the guidelines provided to them when issued with their card’. That is all it says when it comes to the Chairs and the CEO.


If Councillor CUMMING would care to read from the Questions on Notice today, which have been provided to all Councillors, he will see in answers to questions, number 9, answer to question A1 and A2, it says here, Council’s taxi usage procedure states that all Chairs will use their Cabcharge credit card in accordance with the guidelines provided to them when the card is issued. The most recent guidelines relating to Chairs were approved in 1983. There is no evidence to suggest that these have ever been provided to Chairs when the cards were issued.

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
As previously announced by the LORD MAYOR, these guidelines are currently—

Chair:
Councillors—

LORD MAYOR:
—being updated, and modelling—

Chair:
Councillors, please allow the answer to be heard in silence.

LORD MAYOR:
—and modelled on the State Government practices. So that’s the situation there, and as I made it clear, we are eliminating any doubt here, we’re making it crystal clear, as we should. So the advice I have previously given stands. But the suggestion that Councillor CUMMING is making is simply not accurate. He’s only selectively using information, but quoting from their own document that they’ve been waving around, it says here: the guidelines for the usage for Committee Chairs are provided to them. There are no other guidelines that anyone can find other than the 1983 guidelines. That’s the only one that we’ve been able to determine. So, as I said, we are making sure they are updated and provided appropriately. 
Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor—

Councillor CASSIDY:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor CASSIDY.
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At that juncture, Councillor Jared CASSIDY moved, seconded by Councillor Peter CUMMING, that the Standing Rules be suspended to allow the moving of the following motion(
That Council requires Councillor Angela OWEN to repay all personal or private taxi travel undertaken using Brisbane City Council cabcharge.
Chair:
Do you happen to have it written down?

Councillor CASSIDY:
No, I’ve written here—

Chair:
That’s all right. Look, it is pretty straightforward what you’re saying. You have three minutes to establish urgency, and please limit your comments to why this matter is urgent.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Oh yes, yes, Chair, this is extremely urgently, because the LORD MAYOR was just asked a minute ago what steps he has taken to require Councillor OWEN to repay ratepayer funded Cabcharge trips for personal use to concerts, and he either couldn’t be bothered answering or didn’t want to answer because he knows that that Councillor is probably completely and utterly out of control within his own team. 


Mr Chair, this is extraordinary. For the last few weeks this issue has been festering away here in Council. We’ve seen the LORD MAYOR taking no meaningful action except to say that a policy which his E&C Cabinet reviewed just two months ago made no changes then, and when it was finally exposed, when this rorting was finally exposed under questioning from the Opposition, he then said, oh well, now I’m taking a leadership position because he was found out. He was found out, Mr Chair.


So this is extremely urgent because now this is harming the reputation of Council. The actions of Councillor Angela OWEN is harming the entire reputation of the Brisbane City Council and those hard-working staff in the Brisbane City Council who have to, on occasion, undertake taxi travel, but because of the rorting that we’ve seen in this Cabcharge fiasco, Mr Chair, the entire reputation of Council is being undermined.


We literally have a Councillor that is a walking liability for this organisation now, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY, just again to why it must be dealt with now, at 3 o’clock this afternoon.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Because the LORD MAYOR just refused to act, Mr Chair. We just asked the LORD MAYOR what steps he has taken to ensure that ratepayer funds, the funds that the mums and dads and pensioners and first-homeowners of Brisbane are paying to this Council, those hundreds of thousands of ratepayers out there who are working hard, paying their hard-earned to Council, all for the private use of LNP Councillors. 


We put to the LORD MAYOR just then, Mr Chair, what is he doing to rectify this, what is he doing to get that money back to the ratepayers of Brisbane, and the silence was deafening. We have an extraordinary situation where it seems like every month there’s another rort, every month there’s another rort. They’re buying toys for themselves, drones to fly around, Mr Chair. They’re buying Qantas Club memberships, and we know most of the Chairs who have Qantas Club memberships—

Chair:
Okay, Councillor CASSIDY—

Councillor CASSIDY:
—aren’t travelling on official Council business.

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY. Councillor CASSIDY, your urgency motion is about Councillor OWEN in particular and Cabcharges in particular, and could you please limit your comments to the matter of urgency that’s in front of us.

Councillor CASSIDY:
A rort a minute in this place, Mr Chair. This has to stop. We have been asking the LORD MAYOR to act for weeks and weeks and weeks, to show some leadership, and this Administration is running a protection racket now for Councillor OWEN because she won’t do the right thing, and it is very clear, very, very clear that this LORD MAYOR will not stand up and do the right thing for Brisbane. 

The Chair submitted the motion for the suspension of the Standing Rules to the Chamber and it was declared lost on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Peter CUMMING and Jared CASSIDY immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 7 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Peter CUMMING, and Councillors Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 18 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Amanda COOPER, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.

ABSTENTIONS: 1 -
Councillor Angela OWEN.
Chair:
All right, let’s go—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes. Mr Chairman, I just would like to check on whether or not a Councillor who is the subject of a motion where they have a financial interest in the matter, whether they have a conflict of interest and should be participating in the debate and voting on the said motion. I would think that that perhaps falls foul of our material personal interest laws.

Chair:
I’ll have to seek advice on that, but the material motion in front of us earlier wasn’t the subject but rather urgency, and therefore they would be separate matters. 

Councillor ATWOOD.
Question 9
Councillor ATWOOD:
My question is to the Acting Chair of the Public and Active Transport, Economic and Tourism Development Committee, Councillor DAVIS. Council’s new CityCat 22 will be in service around Brisbane city by Christmas 2019. Can you update the Chamber on this exciting addition to our CityCat fleet, and how this Administration is getting residents home quicker and safer?
Chair:
Councillor DAVIS. 
Councillor DAVIS:
Well, thank you, Chair, and thank you, Councillor ATWOOD, for the question. As you would know, the Brisbane River is one of this city’s greatest assets, and creating greater access to it is our key focus of this Administration, and we are making great progress in this space. Whether it be by canoe, tinny or public transport, we are embracing the opportunities it can provide for all residents and visitors.


Importantly, the role that public transport plays on the river helps keep this city well connected. We look after a 22-kilometre stretch of the river serviced by our ferries, providing over 110,000 hours—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Councillor DAVIS:
—of operation each year.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, Mr Chair. I draw your attention to the Meetings Local Law section 33(1)(b) that, during Question Time, questions may be put to—and I quote—the Chairman of any of Council’s Committees in (1)(b).

Chair:
Could you read that section again?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Councillor DAVIS is not the Chairman of a Committee, and I believe it is in breach of the rules to allow Deputies to answer questions.

Chair:
Could you please read the section again?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
33(1)(b).

Chair:
Because we have a formal apology for the DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor DAVIS for today is the Acting Chair, and I will allow her to answer this question. 

Councillor DAVIS—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order—

Councillor DAVIS:
Thank you, Chair.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Yes, point of order to you, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, could you point me to the Meetings Local Law rule or the City of Brisbane Act section that indicates that a Deputy Chair is an Acting Chairperson in the absence of the Chairperson?

Councillor OWEN:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order—actually, Councillor OWEN, I might just deal with Councillor JOHNSTON’s—

Councillor OWEN:
It may assist your decision, Mr Chair.

Chair:
I am not a huge fan of taking submissions from Councillors on matters under consideration, but I will allow you to continue, but this is—please go on.

Councillor OWEN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. My understanding is that the City of Brisbane Act is a State legislation, and therefore any reference to the Chair would also be decided in accordance with the Acts Interpretation Act which would mean that the Chair and Deputy Chair in the acting role would be the same.

Chair:
I think that, in this instance, because a formal apology has been lodged on behalf of the Chairman, and I wasn’t present but I suspect that Councillor DAVIS would have chaired the meeting this morning. Therefore, she is the Acting Chairman, and that’s not established by me, that’s established by the practice that has already occurred today and accepted by Councillors in this place. 


Councillor DAVIS, I will ask you, if you have a written response to that question—could you begin, could you start again please?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr Chairman. There are rules on who can act when Committee Chairmen are away for the purposes of the Committee, but the Meetings Local Laws with respect to questions in Council are very clear. As you are not applying Meetings Local Law section 33(1)(b), I move dissent in your ruling.

Chair:
There’s dissent moved by Councillor JOHNSTON. 


I see no seconder.

The dissent motion lapsed for want of a seconder.

Chair:
Councillor DAVIS, please continue.

Councillor DAVIS:
Well, thank you, Chair. As I was saying, we look after a 22-kilometre stretch of the Brisbane River, serviced by our ferries, providing over 110,000 hours of operation each year. We want our fleet of CityCats and ferries to be slick and modern and reliable, ensuring that we are getting people home quicker and safer and with more travel options.


That’s why we’re getting on with the job of delivering CityCat 22, Brisbane’s newest CityCat. This Administration knows how to promise and deliver. We have a strong track record in doing this, and CityCat 22 is just another example of it. Construction of this new vessel has gone spectacularly well, and we want to keep providing the best assets for Brisbane. With state-of-the-art ferry terminals along the river, the city needs state of the art vessels to match. 


The new CityCat being built is a New World City vessel, and we have gone above and beyond with the amenities contained on the Cat. We have catered for six wheelchair spaces, where the minimum is four. We have also ensured that there is a low window line on the sides of the vessel, and this will allow those in wheelchairs and our younger users to be able to see outside of the vessel. Their view won’t be interrupted by any bars or barriers.


It will carry up to 170 people with 16 expected to sit on the top deck, and it includes 4G Wi-Fi and USB charging points. Once on the river, our great seniors will be able to travel on it for free during the off-peak period during the week. CityCats are a popular form of transport, with over 5 million trips per year taken on all our river transport, and that’s why we’re exploring new and better ways to carry more people.


This year the LORD MAYOR announced a $30 million commitment to build six new CityCats over the next four years. This will make sure that travelling the river remains a safer, accessible and enjoyable mode of public transport. You will see the first budget review we are bringing towards funds to get cracking on CityCat 23. When we are on a roll with the delivery of major projects, we like to keep the momentum going. So we will shortly begin procurement on the next vessel, and construction will begin on a brand new vessel this financial year. 


We have one of the most modern bus fleets in the country, and we want our ferry fleet to be just the same. It is these projects which make sure that the Brisbane of tomorrow is even better than the Brisbane of today. We are excited to continue this great program of works which will make sure that residents and visitors alike have access to the best type of river transport in the city.

Chair:
Thank you, Councillors, that concludes Question Time.


I now draw Councillors’ attention to the Establishment and Coordination Committee Report. LORD MAYOR.

CONSIDERATION OF COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ESTABLISHMENT AND COORDINATION COMMITTEE

The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER), Chair of the Establishment and Coordination Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Kate RICHARDS, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 19 August 2019, be adopted. 

Councillor BOURKE:
Point of order, Mr Chair. 

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor BOURKE.
Seriatim for debate and voting - Clause D
	At that time Councillor Matthew BOURKE rose and requested that Clause D, CITY DEFINED BENEFIT FUND PROPOSED CONTRIBUTION HOLIDAY, be taken seriatim for debating and voting purposes.


Declaration of Material Personal Interest in Clause D – CITY DEFINED BENEFIT FUND PROPOSED CONTRIBUTION HOLIDAY – Councillor Matthew BOURKE
Councillor BOURKE:
At the same time as doing that, I want to declare a conflict of interest with item D. Mr Chair, I’m a Director of LGIAsuper, and for clarity, I have also excluded my—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor BOURKE:
—and for clarity—
Chair:
Councillor CUMMING, you’ve got a few of these wrong over the last couple of weeks. I’d probably keep my opinions to myself. 

Yes, Councillor BOURKE.
Councillor BOURKE:
And for clarity, Mr Chairman, I’ve also excluded myself from decisions and discussions at LGIAsuper about this matter as well, and I’ll be excluding myself for item D from the Chamber. 

Chair:
Thank you. So item D will be taken seriatim for debate and voting purposes.
Chair:
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Sorry, excuse me, LORD MAYOR. Could we begin with item D, and I’ll ask Councillor BOURKE to please leave the room.

Councillor Matthew BOURKE retired from the meeting room and associated places for the duration of the debate and voting on Clause D.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. So, moving through to item D, this is the City Defined Benefit Fund contribution holiday. What it essentially is, is that Council has traditionally and continually contributed a certain amount each year to the City Defined Benefit Fund. The fund is an old one, and stopped accepting new members in October 1994, so it is not a fund that is growing in terms of membership. In fact, it is declining in membership over time. There has since been other funds that have come on board to service the needs of our city employees.


But obviously any member of this fund, we will continue to honour our obligations to those members going forward. As of June, there are 130 Council employees who are still part of the fund, so we’re talking an organisation with thousands of employees, only 130 are part of this particular fund.


Every fortnight Council makes a $50,000 contribution to the fund which equals approximately $1.3 million per year. Previously, Council had already made an $18 million contribution to the fund to offset any effects from the GFC (Global Financial Crisis), and I distinctly remember that. There was a time when the GFC had impacted on investment returns, and we had to top this fund up. We had to put in significantly more money to top this fund up to make sure that we honour our obligations to our employees.


We are now in the other situation where there is a surplus of funding available based on our estimated needs in order to meet the obligations going forward. So the value of the benefit fund is more than enough to meet any future superannuation payments to employees who are part of this fund.


LGIAsuper wrote to Council earlier this year suggesting that Council undertake a contribution holiday where, for a period of time, Council will not make any contributions to the fund. This submission is accepting that offer for a contribution holiday. The $1.3 million in savings that Council will see as a result of the contribution holiday will be available for reinvesting in new initiatives. 


We have heard today the two new initiatives that we are able to fund as a result of this. The first is the million-dollar commitment per year for the next three years to the new Pathways out of Homelessness grants program, and the second is a $300,000 contribution to OzHarvest and the fantastic work that they are doing in minimising waste in our city.


So, this particular submission is pretty straightforward. It allows us to meet all of our obligations to our employees—and there is no question about that. There is absolutely no question about this, and it provides us opportunities to fund some new initiatives with the savings. So I think it is clearly a win-win situation, and one that all Councillors should get behind.

Chair:
Further debate on item D alone.


Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you, Chair. Yes, we support item D. The fair value of the assets, according to the report, is $71.2 million, the defined benefit obligations amount to $54.7 million, so there’s a substantial surplus there. There’s far more money in the fund than is ever likely to be required within the next three years to pay out any benefits. Therefore, we think that the proposed contribution holiday is appropriate, and we support the item.

Chair:
Further speakers on item D, specifically? 

Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, I rise to speak on item D. I certainly understand that many older style superannuation funds were defined benefit schemes. That’s how it’s worked in many public service areas, which can be extremely beneficial for those members over the term of their life. I’m not begrudging a single worker any entitlement. 


However, my concern relates to the explanation that we’ve just had, which is that, as I understand it, the LGIAsuper scheme runs this defined benefit scheme for Council. They have been taking $1.3 million a year from Council for, I don’t know how long, I can’t recall this matter coming previously, but perhaps it has, and we have been paying a huge amount of money in an environment where, for the past decade essentially, we’ve had almost record returns on our superannuation investment. 

So, most schemes, for example, last year had somewhere between a 5% and 10% return on—good industry schemes had a 5% to 10% return on balanced funds. So my question is: who’s been asleep at the wheel with publicly funded money by claiming from Council over the odds for the past however many years, money that is massively in surplus to meet the needs of the defined benefit scheme, some $20-plus million, and how is it that this Council has not been keeping track of what is in this fund, and why is it that the local government—the local government, LGIAsuper, has been lax in identifying that it has been taking money off Council for many years without any need?


Now, as we’ve heard, there’s a huge amount of money that now sits in this defined benefit scheme, a total of $85 million, of which Brisbane City Council is responsible for some $71 million and a bit, so, 84% of the total of the scheme. Now, what concerns me as an organisation that funds the LGIAsuper scheme that is administered for workers is that no one has been checking whether this has been done properly. 


As a result, ratepayers’ money has been paid over the odds for I don’t know how long—I’d like the LORD MAYOR to tell us how long the existing arrangement of $50,000 a fortnight has been going on with no one checking. I can only imagine, given it’s been, you know, Councillor ADAMS who’s probably off on her latest junket and then Councillor Simmonds, no one’s been interested, and I can’t understand why we’re only asking for a three-year holiday at this point either.


Super schemes—well managed super schemes continue to grow; asset bases should not be shrinking. I can’t imagine any super scheme—any super scheme sort of saying to residents, well, geez, I’m really sorry, we’ve lost the surplus $20 million we had and now we need you to pay more to cover up the fact that we’ve lost your money. That’s not even happened here. So I really don’t understand how this has happened.


How is it that the LGIAsuper scheme has not been discussing this on a regular basis with Council to ensure that Council’s ratepayer funds are being directed in a prudent way to provide for the retirement of 130 Council workers? It’s the prudence of what has happened here. So Councillor BOURKE is happy to sit on that board and snooze away, no doubt, take the money, but has he thought to ask the question about whether or not the funds, $50,000 a fortnight, are being well invested? 


It strikes me that there’s a bit of a problem if he’s not identified, and perhaps a conflict of interest, because it’s just—I can’t fathom, I cannot fathom that this has been going on for so long and no one’s noticed. If they had, the super fund here I think has a lot of questions to answer. Who is it in Brisbane City Council that should have been checking this? Why was this issue not identified earlier? And why have proper prudential steps not been put in place to ensure that the expenditure of ratepayer funds is done on a needs basis appropriately and to meet our prudent financial obligations, because clearly none of that has happened.


If Councillor ALLAN is going to stand up and speak, perhaps he can advise us of the following: how many meetings have Brisbane City Council officers or Chairmen had with the LGIAsuper scheme regarding the administration of this defined benefit scheme this year and in previous years? How often are reports provided to Brisbane City Council about the financial status of the defined benefit scheme? Who reviews the reports of the defined benefit scheme? Who makes the decision about how much money is invested into the defined benefit scheme? 


When was the last time that Council reviewed the defined benefit scheme payment obligations that are outlined in the report before us today? Finally, what steps are being put in place to ensure that this does not happen again? I think they are all very reasonable questions about how the financial governance of this Council works, because clearly someone’s been asleep at the wheel here, and we have paid massively over the odds of ratepayer funds for God knows how long when it was not necessary. 

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor ALLAN.

Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I couldn’t sit and listen to that without a response. Look, conservatively, super funds are basically conservatively managed. We currently have a $16.5 million surplus in this fund. The status of the fund is reviewed regularly by LGIAsuper and their actuaries.


As was noted, back in—after the financial crisis in the late 2000s, early 2011, Council provided an $18 million top up to this fund. So Councillor from Tennyson, who is suddenly an investment sage but with a poor memory, doesn’t appreciate that funds can, under extreme situations, have quite significant declines, and as I indicated a while back, we topped up the fund to the tune of $18 million. 


So, with that backdrop, does a $16.5 million surplus seem excessive? Perhaps not, but certainly if you’re taking a conservative view and you’re wanting to ensure that members’ benefits are protected, then a reasonably hefty surplus in that context is appropriate.


Now, based on professional advice from their actuaries, LGIAsuper have recommended that we take a holiday. We’ll take that advice. In three years’ time—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON!

Councillor ALLAN:
In three years’ time—

Chair:
Please don’t interject.

Councillor ALLAN.

Councillor ALLAN:
In three years’ time we will review that decision, and if an ongoing contribution holiday is appropriate, we’ll make it at that point in time. But at this stage we’re dealing with the information that’s to hand. We’re taking the advice of better qualified financial actuaries than the Councillor for Tennyson, and at this point in time I’m very happy to support this particular proposal. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?


LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Just very briefly, I want to thank Councillor CUMMING and the Opposition for their support of this. It is a prudent and sensible thing to do, and as I said, it allows us to invest in new initiatives which will really make a positive difference. As to the other comments that were made, look, everything’s a conspiracy theory. There’s always a conspiracy theory. Councillor JOHNSTON always knows better than anyone else. The reality is we’re taking advice independently on this matter, as is prudent to do—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, the LORD MAYOR is misleading the Chamber.

Chair:
No, no, no.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
The people running this scheme are giving him the advice.

Chair:
No, no, please cease speaking.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
It’s not independent.

Chair:
No, that was an act of disorder. If you do that again, you will be warned, and if you do it a third time, you’ll be excluded from the meeting. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. Another claim of a conspiracy. The people running the fund on our behalf sought their own independent advice which they have supplied. So everything is in order here, and everything has been done appropriately and prudently, and as has been pointed out, we’ve had to top up this scheme significantly in the past. We now fortunately find ourselves in a different situation, and that allows us to do some really important things out in the community.

Chair:
In regards to item D, we’ll vote on that now so that we can return to the substance and invite Councillor BOURKE back. 
Clause D put
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause D of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, can I invite you to address items A, B, C and E.


Mr Peers, can you please invite Councillor BOURKE back. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Item A is the major amendment package. As Councillors are aware, the Administration is absolutely committed to preserving our city’s Queenslanders and traditional designs. The proposed major amendment delivers on our commitment to Brisbane’s Future Blueprint by delivering on some important key changes. It will make zoning and overlay changes to reflect the results of the Camp Hill zones survey that Council undertook in late 2018. The survey found that most affected residents supporting a zoning change investigation from low-medium density residential to character or low-density residential was supported. 


The amendment package will maintain and enhance Brisbane’s heritage by the addition of new heritage places and heritage adjoining properties to the heritage overlay. The amendment will also protect Brisbane’s character by updating the Traditional building character overlay and the Commercial character building overlay. 


Finally, we’re also proposing the addition of new sites to the pre-1911 building overlay which are currently protected by a TLPI (Temporary Local Planning Instrument). Should the Chamber approve the item, the proposed amendment will move to the Queensland Government for a state interest review before proceeding to public consultation.

 
Item B is the annual operating plan and quarterly report. The operating plan and quarterly report shows the position of the 2018-19 budget at 30 June this year. As of June, Council’s assets have increased from $20.6 billion to $20.9 billion. Even as we continue to deliver on key infrastructure projects, those infrastructure projects are becoming assets for the people of Brisbane and adding to our asset base.


Council achieved almost 90% spend on our capital program for public and active transport. Any underspend is not always a reflection of projects not being finished or being delayed, but can relate to projects being spread across a number of financial years such as the Brisbane Metro, Wynnum Road corridor stage 1, and a number of key intersection upgrade projects and, in particular, the ward footpath and parks trust fund which is now known as the Suburban Enhancement Fund. Obviously, the expenditure there is linked very much to the priorities of local Councillors, and there has been a significant carryover in that particular project.


We’ve seen several important projects completed last financial year, including two new river hubs at Dutton Park and New Farm. We’ve upgraded the New Farm Park ferry terminal to allow for increased capacity and improved accessibility. The Inner City Bypass upgrade was completed. Bracken Ridge and Darra BMX facilities were also completed, and they are just a few of the many projects that we have been delivering out across the suburbs of Brisbane and funded by last budget and also on an ongoing basis in the current budget.


Item C is the procurement policy. Every year Council updates and adopts a procurement policy and plan which sets out how Council conducts strategic procurement and contracting. The major change in the procurement plan this year is to formalise the initiatives I announced in May to preference local suppliers in Council’s contracting and procurement. 


The procurement policy now includes a target of 80% to Council’s contract spend to be with local businesses. Last year more than 60% of Council’s contract spend was with Brisbane suppliers, and more than 75% was with South East Queensland suppliers. In addition, for contracts less than $250,000, Council will preference local and South East Queensland suppliers first. For any of our tenders, a weighting of up to 30% will be introduced for local suppliers. 


Since May, a number of Stores Board submissions have come to Council that have included a 20% weighting for local benefits. This includes the Indooroopilly Riverwalk, cleaning at Council sites, landscaping and asphalting contracts. Other changes to the policy include adding additional spend above the contracted amount for the waste levy for construction contracts.


Finally, moving to item E, the 2019-20 first budget review. So this is the first adjustment being made to the new financial year budget in accordance with what we would normally do around this time of year. This is largely making changes to reflect any variances reported in the quarterly reports. When a budget is created, the cost and spend in the financial year of a project has to be assumed at a particular point in time, and obviously with any budget that’s not an exact science, especially with capital projects. As the year progresses, the outflow of money or the inflow of revenues will change based on real world conditions and project conditions.


I mentioned before the ward footpath trust fund is a perfect example of this. There are several approved jobs that have not been finalised or started by 30 June, so there is a significant carryover there. In other instances, a number of our projects operate over a calendar year and not a financial year, which often results in a reported carryover while the project still remains on track overall.


Our successful employment programs and the Get Ready Disaster Preparedness program runs in conjunction with the State Government, and as I announced last week, there’s a $1 million program for the Pathways out of Homelessness grant, and that is funded in this budget review. We’re also funding the $300,000 grant towards OzHarvest in this budget review as well, Mr Chair. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you, Chair. In relation to item A, we’re prepared to support these changes. I refer particularly to the changes of zoning in Camp Hill from low‑medium density to character residential, and I think that’s a particular triumph for Councillor Kara COOK and her correct reading of what a majority of her residents wanted. She worked with those residents right from the time of the by-election in Morningside and through till the vote was in successfully. For such a new Councillor, she’s very in touch with her constituents. Well done, Councillor COOK, for your success in forcing this pathetic reactive LNP Administration into doing what your residents wanted.


Clause A contains another drop feed in adding sites to the pre-1911 building overlay. We said the whole of Brisbane should be audited to try to maximise the number of pre-1911 buildings, but the Administration have steadfastly refused this reasonable request. Meanwhile, pre-1911 buildings keep getting demolished. So we support another 10 properties being added to this list, and later in the meeting there’ll be another group of properties to be added as well with the special E&C, so we’ll be supporting that as well. But this is a continuation of the second best behaviour, second best policy of this Administration.


In relation to item B, the long-winded annual operational plan, progress and quarterly financial report for the year ended 30 June 2019, well, this is an Administration which gives—one thing I’ve noticed is the developer contributions to Council have been—concessions have been given on some of these contributions. So developer contributions overall have fallen significantly in this document. They dropped from $166 to $152 million, which is an 8.4% drop, but rates and utility charges keep going up, and they’re up on the figures provided in the document 5.45% this financial year.


In relation to the program results, I’ve never seen so many variances that are permanent and unfavourable. I did a count, and there’s some 54 in this document—54. The worst were roads and transport network management, which had 10; biodiversity, urban forests and parks had nine, and sustainable water management six. They were the three worst, but as I said, this is a chronic admission of poor budgeting with cost overruns or delays in projects causing all these unfavourable variances. It’s a real problem, and if it’s going to continue at this rate with 54 in one review, then the situation is just getting worse as time goes on.


Also, the Administration, when I criticise these budget reviews and say, look, you know, this program, they’ve only spent 20% of their capital, you know, and they’re three-quarters through the financial year, they said, oh no, no, it’s a living, breathing document, the Council budget, and by the end of the financial year we’ll have caught up and, you know, all the capital will be spent and there’ll be no problems. Well, this document is actually—this is actually the report as at end of June, so it’s the end of the financial year, but what do we find? What do we find? We find a lot of the programs haven’t spent their capital, and they haven’t spent anywhere near the full amount of capital.


So, we’ve got Transport for Brisbane didn’t spend 11.7% of their capital; Infrastructure Brisbane, 12.6%; Clean, Green and Sustainable City, 14.9%; Future Brisbane, 19.5%; Lifestyle and Community Service, 12%; City Governance, a massive 32.7% of capital unspent. Then we had Customer Services, which is the other way around, they had no capital allocated for public safety, but $309,000 was spent. So, you know, I suppose if you don’t budget for it, you just throw a bit in. So capital was over by 42.4%.


Basically this just shows—I mean, I guess you’d hope for a bit of science, a bit of objective sort of behaviour in setting a budget that you’d come up with figures that are reasonable and that aren’t just sort of rough guesstimates, you know, whether you meet them or not, no one seems to care in the Administration. But that’s what we’re faced with now with all these capital items at the end of the financial year way out of kilter, way out of kilter.


The other thing that I wanted to mention was some of the items in the report, page 22 is reference to our item that we’ve been very critical of, of course, is the Kingsford Smith Drive project. I just wonder, could someone comment on when it is going to finish. You know, is it going to finish this financial year or is it going to be two years, or is it going to be another five years? When is it going to finish? Could you let us know?


Page 24, lower than anticipated revenue in the Brisbane International Cruise Terminal. My understanding was Council was making actually some financial contribution to the terminal, but perhaps not. Perhaps I got it wrong. Perhaps they’re being paid by the Port of Brisbane. But anyhow, I’m interested to know what revenue—what source of revenue hasn’t been paid to Council.


Page 27, lower than anticipated parking penalty revenue. I’m a bit suspicious about this, because I’ve got some concerns there that the Administration sort of takes it easy on people who park illegally in the run up to—the closer they get to the election, the less tickets they issue. But I’m sure someone will be able to refute that for me.


Page 29, the Koala Research Centre. We’ve had a discussion of this earlier in some of the questions asked, but the variance is in timing of delivery. So, this was a prestigious contract. I sat in on a briefing on the Environment Committee last year and this was vital research being done by leading researchers, you know, and then of course the LORD MAYOR attended that media opportunity on 30 June to welcome the project continuing, and then we read the contract has been terminated. The contract has been terminated. 


So, what value has Council—how much has Council paid towards the research to date, and what benefit has been received? If this group who are terminated couldn’t provide what Council needed, then is there any benefit at all in what they—in the money that’s been spent to date on this research. So I’d like to know about that as well. 


I notice the research was into threats to koalas that have been identified. Of course, people who are enthusiasts in having koalas in South East Queensland, which I am and my team is, we’ve all seen that there are a lot of issues that are significant, and things like motor vehicles, wild dogs, feral cats, et cetera, and it’s just interesting to know what else can be raised by the research. Who is the new contractor? Who is the new contractor? What’s their background? What’s their expertise?


Page 46, the decline in usage of golf courses continues, with revenue coming in at $252,000 less than anticipated. I just raised whether the Minnippi course, which a lot of money is being spent on it now, will be viable, or unfortunately will it end up like North Lakes in Moreton Regional Council where the golf course was recently closed.


Page 53, there’s a string of eight delayed projects. It just shows chronic budgeting problems. Overall, this is a very disappointing report. As I said, I don’t think I’ve ever seen 54 permanent unfavourable variances in one report. I think you’ve broken your record there.


In relation to Clause C, we’re generally supportive of this policy. Procurements are important. I’ve had someone come to see me recently with a proposal which I thought was fairly innovative and referred them through the appropriate channels to see whether Council would be interested in taking on their product. But we’re obviously very wary of this when it gets abused, as we believe happened with the Sniip proposal.
Seriatim - Clause B
	Councillor Peter CUMMING requested that Clause B, ANNUAL OPERATIONAL PLAN PROGRESS AND QUARTERLY FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 2019, be taken seriatim for voting purposes. 


Councillor CUMMING:
In relation to Clause E, I do notice the figure for total liabilities on page 4 jumps up. It jumps from some $3,360,796 million to—

Chair:
Councillor CUMMING, your time has expired.
At that point, Councillor Peter CUMMING was granted an extension of time on the motion of Councillor Jared CASSIDY, seconded by Councillor Kara COOK.

Chair:
Councillor CUMMING, please continue.

Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you to the Chamber, and I assure you I’m very close to being at the end of the submission.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you, thank you, Councillor BOURKE, thank you for thanking me there. So this change between 2019-20 and 2020-21 is actually a 99.85% increase in liabilities in one year. So I’ll be interested if Councillor ALLAN could provide details of why that’s the case.


Also, it’s actually a concerning matter, because at page 5, the net rates and utility charges increase in the budget after the Council election which, of course, we’ve identified in the past for this Administration. They keep—try to keep rates down before the election, and then after the election they jack it up well above the inflation rate. Well, this document shows that net rates and utility charges are expected to increase by 8.33% in the financial year after the election, from $1.158 billion to $1.254, so that’s a matter of considerable concern by us, and we’ll be making sure that people know that this is what is budgeted by this Administration. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor BOURKE.

Councillor BOURKE:
Thanks very much, Mr Chairman, I just rise to enter the debate on item A, which is the major amendment package I to the City Plan. Mr Chairman, there’s a number of items that are contained within this particular item, most substantially is the rezoning of parts of Camp Hill. This was in response to a petition from local residents and representations by the local Councillor, Mr Chairman, where there was the need to put forward, or the proposal put forward to rezone a section of Camp Hill to protect the character homes that are in that area. 


Obviously Council, as we do, considered that petition. We responded to the petitioners and said we would consider their proposal. The officers came up with a plan of how certain sections of this area that was bounded down there by Old Cleveland Road, Mr Chairman, could be rezoned. Councillor COOK provided her feedback on that. This item is now here before Council so that, if we approve it this afternoon, it will go out for formal public consultation as part of an amendment process, Mr Chairman. 


So I just want to commend the Council officers for the work that they did obviously to look at that area. There were some 300-odd lots contained within the area in Camp Hill, Mr Chairman, and obviously it is a very sensitive subject when you’re talking about rezoning people’s homes. It can be their largest investment, so we had to go through that process and engage with residents to do that. 


There’s also, Mr Chairman, a package of heritage properties that are contained within this as well, Mr Chairman. So a number of heritage properties that will be flowing on to amendments on to the heritage overlay maps, Mr Chairman. So there’s properties in Teneriffe, New Farm, Alderley, Bowen Hills, East Brisbane, Spring Hill, Indooroopilly, Wooloowin, Spring Hill again, sorry—just to name a few. These are obviously sites that have been identified by Council officers as meeting the criteria and warrants of being put into the heritage overlay maps. There will also then be subsequent changes to the adjoining heritage—the heritage adjoining properties, Mr Chairman. 


There’s also work in this package where we are also amending the Commercial character building overlay, Mr Chairman, and updating provisions inside the traditional building character overlay as well, Mr Chairman. The team do a fantastic job when it comes to going through these amendment processes and the detail that sits behind them, Mr Chairman, and I want to thank all of the Council officers that have been involved in putting this package together so it can come to Council for our consideration this afternoon. 


If it is endorsed this afternoon, it will go the State for their first interest check and then be able to go out for public consultation, so that the directly affected residents can have their say on these changes. I would encourage all Councillors to support item A this afternoon.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor MATIC.

Councillor MATIC:
Thank you, Mr Chairman, just in regards to the items before us for the quarterly report, which is item B, and to the first budget review, item E. Just in relation to the items within those program areas, firstly can I say in regards to Councillor CUMMING’s statement around the lower revenue for fines, it was only a few short weeks ago that the ALP Opposition made the public statement that somehow Council had quotas in regards to fines, yet now when he sees that we don’t and we never did, and that there was actually lower revenue than what was estimated, he now says that somehow this is an election commitment rather than a—well, a sort of a lead-up to the next election. 


So obviously Councillor CUMMING likes to have it both ways in regards to it, but the reality of the situation is quite obvious from the numbers, Mr Chair, that our position always has been and has always consistently been that we do not have quotas, that we always act fairly and appropriately with residents regards to the issuing of fines, and that they are done by officers in the issuance in regards to always around public safety and compliance rather than any other form.


In regards to the other matters raised in the quarterly report in regards to program 5, Councillors will see from the papers that, as we approach the end of our term, there are a number of deliverables that we have continued to deliver upon, particularly in this area around the Bracken Ridge Library. The adjustments within this quarterly is just a reflection of the timings around those deliverables. But we are on track to deliver that library as committed in this calendar year.


We’re also seeing within there some of our adjustments in regards to, for example, the Wynnum District Meals on Wheels Association, that a lease agreement was brought to term previously because of the work that’s being undertaken by Meals on Wheels contractually under the agreement. There are obviously variations in that contract based on the detail of that contract. 


Then, of course, as the LORD MAYOR said, we’ve delivered our outcomes in regards to the BMX tracks, and the adjustments that you see here are really just in dealing with the unders and overs of that contract, and the timings of it within there.


In regards to the budget review, in regards to the first budget review in item E, Mr Chair, again the figures within programs 5 and 6 clearly show this Administration getting on with the important work of delivering the election commitments, so the Bracken Ridge Library again, the adjustment on Meals on Wheels. 


The First 5 Forever program is something I do need to mention. As I have spoken in this Chamber before, the funding that was previously provided by the State Government for this early learning program was cut, and the State Government decided that they would adjust their funding to support further services through the State Library, and that the balance of those moneys would then be allocated to councils, which is an absolute shame. 


Early learning reading is absolutely fundamental. We’ve all gone to our Gold Star and Little Star programs. We see the enormous benefit that those programs provide. The funding that the State Government did previously allocate under that grants program is fundamental to that, so the impact ultimately is upon those services. So the work that we’re doing is to make up for that adjustment for the State Government taking the money and providing it to its own levels of government through the State Library rather than providing it to the community, which is what it’s meant for. 


Other than that, Mr Chair, for our division, it continues to be business as usual, and delivering on those important outcomes to our community through our various services and our libraries and BMX tracks and everything else that we do within this division. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor RICHARDS.

ADJOURNMENT:

	119/2019-20
At that time, 3.57pm, it was resolved on the motion of Councillor Kate RICHARDS, seconded by Councillor Kate MARX, that the meeting adjourn for a period of 15 minutes, to commence only when all Councillors had vacated the Chamber and the doors have been locked.

Council stood adjourned at 4pm.


UPON RESUMPTION:
Chair:
Welcome back. 

Are there further speakers? 

Yes. You’ve just got to turn your microphone on. Are you speaking? Do you want to turn your microphone on? Councillor JOHNSTON?
Councillor JOHNSTON:
Thank you. Thank you, Mr Chairman. I was hoping you weren’t getting a case of the Councillor COOPERs and forgotten my name. I rise to speak on items A, B and E and make some brief comments about those matters. I’d also like—I’m not sure, I think we had B taken seriatim. 

Seriatim - Clause C
	Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON requested that Clause C, SP103 PROCUREMENT POLICY AND PLAN 2019‑20, be taken seriatim for voting purposes. 


Councillor JOHNSTON:
Thank you. So, firstly, with respect to the major amendment to Brisbane City Plan 2014, it’s disappointing that this Council continues to pursue a piecemeal approach to protecting Brisbane’s character and traditional homes. This is an issue that I’ve spoken on many times in the Council Chamber and I have called on Council previously to ensure that all pre-1946 and all pre-1911 homes are mapped in the relevant overlays, so that our character houses can be protected. That’s been voted down repeatedly by the LNP. 

They are cherry picking what they want to protect, and they are ignoring significant character homes across the city for protection. In my own ward, we have another two that are under threat that do not fall within the traditional building character overlap. One has a roofline that indicates to me that it is probably around 1910, but certainly within that range. The other one is definitely a pre-1946 home. So I flag that I’ll be moving an amendment to include those properties later in my speech. I’d just like to also make a few remarks about the first budget review. 

I’ve done something a little bit different this time. I had a bit of a look at how many projects there were listed in the first budget review that have gone astray and there’s about 115 projects that have gone astray. I went through them and instead of focusing on the carryovers, and I’ll make some reference to those and you’ll understand why in just a moment, I had a look at where we were bringing forward. I thought, where’s this administration getting it right? Because sometimes I stand up in here and I’m often criticised by the LORD MAYOR, who’s not here, and sometimes other Councillors, I’m so negative, I’m so critical. 

So I thought that today I’d do something a little bit different. I know. I thought I’d do something a little bit different and I’d go, righto. Well, this is a brand new LORD MAYOR. He’s brand shiny new. He’ll be making an effort to make sure that his new agenda is being carried out across the city. You would think that in his first budget review he would be making sure that this Council is on track towards delivering on all the initiatives that he has outlined in his budget. So of the approximately 115 projects that have had some sort of amendment to them, would anybody like to guess—and I’m happy to take an interjection. 

Would anybody like to guess how many are being brought forward or, that is, accelerated in this quarter? Anybody who would like to guess?

Councillor interjecting. 

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Two. Two out of 115 projects that are not on track. Now, in any view of the world, that is appallingly bad. Now, the two are CityCats, which is they’re bringing forward. But the other one is essentially transport integration and they’re essentially bringing the outlying years forward a little bit. So it’s not a huge change. That’s it. Otherwise, this budget is full of the usual cuts, carryovers and delays. 

When the Finance Chair stands up and says this is a snapshot in time and the same boring comments they always make, that’s because it’s the same dismal financial management and leadership by this Council, LNP Council, time and time again. Even something like—and this is really entertaining. Council’s Village Precincts Project is carrying over revenue and capital across three years. So it’s not even like it’s just rolling over a little bit. They’re going now, we can’t do it this year, we can’t do it next year, we’re going to do it the year after. 

I mean, who is a brand new LORD MAYOR and is making decisions to roll projects over two years in advance. Isn’t that just throwing your hands up in the air and going, it’s all too hard? I can’t do it. You know? I don’t think that is good enough. But the litany of carryovers in here is really shocking. Almost every aspect of Council delivery, operational services, capital works has not been actioned in appropriate timeframes in accordance with the Council budget in the first term. It is shocking. It is basic maintenance to facilities. It’s parks projects, it’s sports projects. You—waterways projects, jetties and pontoons. 

I mean, these are every single time. I don’t think in the 11 years I’ve been here Council’s budgeted consistently and delivered consistently. It doesn’t ever catch up. It does not ever catch up. So at the end of the financial year, it’s like Humpty Dumpty over there on the LNP side and it all rolls over. Some of it falls off and never happens and some of it rolls over into the next year and then it just keeps on rolling down the hill. So these documents are, in my view, a snapshot of the financial incompetence of the LNP Administration. Councillor ADAMS had only been in the job a few months, but it’s really shocking to me. 

I mean, even the Anzac Square Restoration project, which is—you know, was supposed to be done by Anzac Day. I mean, our LORD MAYOR, new LORD MAYOR, stood up and said, yes, yes, it will definitely be fixed by Anzac Day this year. No. Rolled over. So there’s just so many problems with what this Administration is doing and I don’t think that’s good enough. The operational planner report paints a similar snapshot of financial mismanagement by this Administration. 

What it shows is that even those this Council cannot spend and invest in the projects that they budget for, it’s their budget, they’re getting in huge increases in revenue right across the board. So there’s more and more money coming in, but this Administration is simply unable to invest it and spend it in a way that delivers good value and timeliness to the residents of Brisbane. That is an ongoing and fundamental problem. 
MOTION FOR AMENDMENT TO CLAUSE A:
	120/2019-20

It was moved by Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON, seconded by Councillor Charles STRUNK that Clause A – MAJOR AMENDMENT TO BRISBANE CITY PLAN 2014 – PACKAGE I, of the report be amended as follows:
That 4 and 8 Bute Street, Sherwood, are added to the Traditional building character overlay in Attachments B and C, as necessary to be included in the major amendment.



Chair:
Now, Councillor JOHNSTON, this one’s a little more complicated than some of the stuff we’ve dealt with earlier in the meeting. I trust you have this in writing?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, I do.

Chair:
Okay. One of the clerks will come and collect that. 

All right. Councillor JOHNSTON, you have a seconder, so please speak to the amendment.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes. I have written to Council about this matter as well, to the head of the DA team at DA South last week. It’s come to my attention that two properties at 4 and 8 Bute Street, one of which is certainly a pre-1946 home and one could either be a pre-1946 or pre-1911 home are not protected. A DA has been recently lodged to building a large commercial childcare centre on this site. This is a site that is zoned low to medium density. It is an inappropriate place for a massive childcare centre. 

It’s certainly not appropriate that the character homes on the site are knocked down and it is my very strong view that we should be protecting these types of homes. As per our general approach at Council, we should be ensuring that they are protected and incorporated into any future development that occurs on the site. So I’m not saying that there should be no development on this site. But what I am saying is these homes should be retained and re-used on the site and we should be protecting them from demolition for commercial childcare purposes. Now, there’s a childcare centre across the road. 

There have been five new childcare centres built within a one-kilometre radius of the—or extended within a one-kilometre radius of this childcare centre. There is a massive oversupply of childcare care places coming onto the market in Corinda and Sherwood and it is very clear that this development is not based on any needs assessment, no needs assessment was actually provided in the DA material to Council for consideration. So this is an ambit claim. This is a large, commercial provider who’s eyeing off a corner block where there are unprotected character homes.


This Council, in my view, needs to do everything it can to ensure these homes are protected. Now, one of the two homes, the pre-1946 home, is in excellent condition. It is a beautiful home. The other, the older one, which is possibly around 1910, 1915, certainly is in—it has been modified over the years and it certainly is in less decent condition. But with a little bit of love, it could be brought back to life as well. So I believe that we should be amending the major amendment before us today. We’re at the start of this journey. 

We should be making sure that the two homes are protected, so that they—their character can be retained in the character neighbourhood that adjoins it immediately to the north through Sherwood. We’ve seen the LNP rush in here week after week, protecting pre-46 homes in LNP wards and I am sick and tired of the political favouritism that is shown by the LNP. Either we say what we mean, which is we protect character homes across the city and we apply that principle fairly. 

We apply that principle without favour, depending on your political party, or it is absolutely inappropriate that this LNP Administration ignores significant character homes and their preservation for future. I just—this should be a no‑brainer. This is easy to pop these two into the list to include them in the initial consultation and the ministerial approval and let the process unfold. It may be too late, but I think this is worth trying. 

I have told—as I said, I’ve written to the head of DA services in south region and asked him to undertake a temporary local planning instrument, but as I have the opportunity today to influence a major amendment, I think that we need to do this immediately to get this process underway. If the DA is refused, which hopefully it will be, this will mean that these houses can be protected in the future. 

So it is critically important, in my view, that we take the right steps now to protect these character homes in the future from inappropriate development, whether it’s this DA or a future one and I would ask that all Councillors support the amendment.

Chair:
Further speakers?


There being none, Councillor JOHNSTON. 
Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes. Thank you. Just briefly, I’m very disappointed that no LNP Councillors have spoken and, in particular, that the Planning Chairperson, Councillor Matthew BOURKE, has not risen to speak to the amendment before us today. I think that the ongoing level of ignorance in response to these motions that are being brought forward about initiatives in the community that I represent reflect very poorly on the LNP. This is an important matter. I believe that the LNP should not be ignoring the important concerns that are being raised in the community that I represent. It’s not a good way to govern the city. 

It’s not reasonable to govern a city in your own interests and nobody else’s. It does nothing to include these two properties within the amendment before us today, because there’s a whole process of another year and a half to two years to go. So I’m very disappointed that Councillor BOURKE couldn’t be bothered to spend a minute or two explaining his position on this matter. 

Presumably, they’re about to vote down the amendment, which I think would be very sad and I urge the LNP Councillors to do the right thing and ensure that these significant character homes are included in this major amendment for future consultation and protection.

Amendment put:

The Chair put the motion for the amendment to Clause A of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee to the Chamber resulting in it being declared lost on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Nicole JOHNSTON and Charles STRUNK immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 7 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Peter CUMMING, and Councillors Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 17 -
Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Amanda COOPER, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
A point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Yes. Thank you. I’d just like to move an urgency motion, if I could.

Chair:
Do you have a seconder?

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Yes, I do.

Chair:
Could you please read the motion.

121/2019-20

At that juncture, Councillor Steve GRIFFITHS moved, seconded by Councillor Kara COOK, that the Standing Rules be suspended to allow the moving of the following motion(
That this Council begins negotiation on the purchase of land at 67 Chapman Place, Oxley, under the Bushland Acquisition Program, as the land has significant flora and fauna; forms a wildlife corridor and has previously been referred to the bushland acquisition fund. The land at 67 Chapman Place, Oxley, is currently under threat again from another development application.
Chair:
Councillor GRIFFITHS, this matter—on this motion, you will have three minutes. Please limit your comments to urgency, why it must be dealt with immediately. 
Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Yes. Thank you, Mr Chair, and the reason it’s urgent is because there currently is a development proposal on this site that’s being advertised as we speak. Over the last, like—since 2014, last number of years, there have been numerous attempts to develop this block of land. In fact, since 2014, there has been five attempts to date to develop this block of land. My concern is that this is a block of bushland that needs to be protected. In fact, after the last proposal to development this site, I wrote to the then Lord Mayor, Councillor Quirk, and ask that it be considered as part of the Bushland Acquisition Program. 

I received a response back the next month from the Lord Mayor saying, yes, he agreed it should be part of the Bushland Acquisition Program and had referred it on. So my concern, Mr Chair, is that this land is significant, it has a significant amount of wildlife on it, including and potentially including koalas, wallabies, a variety of birds, snakes and reptiles, bandicoots and brush turkeys, as well as significant flora on the site. Residents are very angry and upset that over the years they have tried along with me to get this site protected, but Council has not done so yet.


With the significant flora and fauna that’s on the site, as well as the fact that this block of land forms a potential and significant corridor for the area, as well as being a waterway corridor, it is prime land for us to protect. I know that the LORD MAYOR has said in this Chamber that he’s only interested in purchasing bushland that is under threat. Well, this bushland is under threat. 

This is a case in point where the LORD MAYOR needs to step up now, where the LNP need to step up now and protect this land, because the potential for the development of this land, the potential for ruining this opportunity for residents and for future generations, because we will allow the site to be developed is not something that should be happening. So I’m calling on the Administration to actually step up to implement this motion and to protection this land under the bushland acquisition fund. Thank you.

The Chair submitted the motion for the suspension of the Standing Rules to the Chamber and it was declared lost on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Kara COOK and Jared CASSIDY immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 7 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Peter CUMMING, and Councillors Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 17 -
Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Amanda COOPER, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.

Chair:
Further speakers to the report?


Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Mr Chair. I just rise really briefly in regards to the amendment regarding pre-1911 housing and I’m supportive of the amendment, but I remain concern that even when properties are listed on this overlay, they’re not sufficiently protected. I’ve seen quite a few examples in my ward over recent years where, even once the properties are identified, for various reasons developers are still allowed to knockdown or relocate them.

We’re seeing another example of that now over in Kangaroo Point on Lambert Street where I’m sure Councillor BOURKE—through you, Mr Chair—is aware of this development, but for the interests of other Councillors a developer has lodged a development application for three high-rise towers. The towers conflict with a number of elements of the neighbourhood plan, including building height et cetera, but what’s most interesting is that on this site at the moment there are three pre-1911 homes. The site is 108 Lambert Street, Kangaroo Point by the way.


So there are three pre-1911 homes on this site, which would have to be removed to allow these high-rise towers to be built, and yet the Council has accepted the development application as a code assessable DA.


Now there are probably other Councillors in this place who would have a better idea than me, but it seems pretty ridiculous that a developer can lodge an application for three high-rise towers on the site that currently has three pre‑1911 homes, that requires the removal of those three pre-1911 homes, and the application is treated as code assessable.


It’s quite obvious to me that if pre-1911 homes have to be removed to facilitate a new development, that at the very least that application should be treated as impact assessable. The Council officers’ explanations to date of why this has been accepted are incredibly unsatisfying.


I urge other Councillors who might be interested in this DA to actually look it up; 108 Lambert Street, Kangaroo Point, the development application number is A005260505. That’s A005260505. This is a very clear example where even though properties have been identified well in advance as pre-1911, they’re listed on the necessary overlays, yet the overlay clearly isn’t offering enough protection.


So residents who live in that area know that those houses are on the overlay and they’ve been lulled into a false sense of security where they think that because those houses are protected on the Pre-1911 overlay, they can’t be touched or they can’t be removed or demolished, or at the very least that residents would get notified about any attempts to do so.


Yet a developer has been able to lodge a code assessable DA for three high-rise towers, which violate a long list of elements of the acceptable outcomes in the neighbourhood plan, but also require the removal of these homes.


So forgive my cynicism but I think just because we’re protecting properties on this overlay doesn’t actually mean they’re actually going to be protected, and I think the citizens of Brisbane need to understand that these heritage protections and character protections don’t go anywhere near far enough, and don’t give ordinary residents enough of a meaningful say when developers are trying to commodify our suburbs.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor ALLAN.

Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to speak on items B, C and E. Kicking off with item B, the annual operating plan and quarterly report, as the Chamber knows, these reports come here on a regular basis, and in this particular instance, the report shows the Budget when the financial year closed on 30 June this year. I would note that again all our financial ratios were within guidelines and indicate effective financial management. 


As would be expected, there are a range of variances on projects and initiatives which is unremarkable given the number, diversity and complexity of projects that are undertaken by Council. I’d point out that it doesn’t reflect the hundreds of projects that are completed on time and within budget.


As you are aware, Council had a very significant capital program in that financial year of more than $920 million. In the 2018-19 financial year we have seen almost 90% of our capital budget expended, which is a good result considering the factors that can delay or result in project cancelations. 


I’m conscious that it’s been a long time since Labor were in administration. So they seem to believe in some sort of a project management utopia where projects happen to be delivered on time, as planned, with no variances whatsoever.


Well I can assure Councillor CUMMING and Councillor JOHNSTON that this utopia does not exist. There are a variety of factors that can impact project delivery, including poor weather, complicated public consultation, lack of Councillor support, supplier delays, unforeseen engineering challenges, sequencing with state and private projects, the list goes on. So there are plenty of reasons why projects may be delayed or rescheduled.


In my own program for example, City Governance, the report shows capital spend at 67% of the Budget in the last financial year, and this has largely been the result of timing of projects running across two financial years, and in particular, ICT projects and bus depot asset management.


I would point out that while these timings occur, it’s not essential that these projects are delivered by 30 June. We would much rather make sure that we’re delivering the right projects and they are delivered to expectations, are responsive to external factors, and are not rushed.


Moving on to 1BR (first budget review), which is item B. As happens on an annual basis, this is the first adjustment we are making to the 2019-20 annual budget, which was presented to the Chamber in June. With the budget for the forthcoming year set down before 30 June each year, Council needs to make reasonable assumptions on the year end position and the budget position at that time, often, many weeks before the end of the financial year.


Not surprisingly, this is not always accurate at year end, given the many variables that impact Council projects, and accordingly adjustments need to be made to the Budget to reflect these changes.


Some positive movements to the changes before us today include an additional $66 million in operating surplus will be recognised, as well as more than $17 million in additional revenue. The annual operating plan and quarterly financial report and first budget review are, to a degree, inter-related or inform each other, and so where projects have overrun from the previous financial year into the new financial year, and even if this is by a month, it still needs to be reflected in the Budget.


For example, Council did not receive the relevant grant funding for Moggill Road and Taringa Parade pedestrian safety enhancements in the previous financial year. Council has made the relevant budget adjustments to recognise the revenue in this financial year and adjust the construction timeframe as a result.


Additionally, the international cruise terminal road upgrades, which is jointly funded by the Port of Brisbane, works on the road upgrades have commenced with revenue not received in the 2019-20 financial year. As a result, Council has made the relevant adjustments in this first Budget review.


Now moving on to the point that Councillor CUMMING raised about the increase in total liabilities in the 2020-21 year. Now Councillor CUMMING has sat through committee meetings where the changes to the accounting standards, or the changes in the accounting standards, impacted our service concession assets. More importantly, there was a briefing in this Chamber about the impact of this accounting standard change.


So what we’ve seen in that year was we’ve seen an asset come onto the balance sheet of $3.7 billion and a corresponding liability of $3 billion, which accounts for the vast majority of the increase in total liabilities that Councillor CUMMING was referring to. So perhaps he was asleep at those particular sessions.


Now moving on to the procurement policy. Council is required to adopt a procurement policy each year through Council, and this is a requirement under the City of Brisbane regulation to adopt a contracting plan each year, and this outlines the delegations and market assessment for contracts, as well as the key contracts and significant contracts Council proposes to enter into for the financial year. These contracts can be found towards the back of the procurement plan, and include an estimation of the value of the proposed contract.


It is important to note that the cost estimations, especially for new significant contracts, are an estimation only. Procurement and contract costs are refined during the pre and post market stages when procuring services. 


In the past two years Council has been making a number of key changes to the procurement policy. Last year we saw a simplification of the policy, as well as introducing some new initiatives and refinements, such as local benefits, social enterprise, environmentally friendly elements, support for trainees and incorporating an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander requirement.


We are dedicated to finding new ways to improve our procurement process and policy in an evolving marketplace, which is why this year, as the LORD MAYOR said, we have included additional requirements for local benefits to encourage an even greater spend with local suppliers in Brisbane and South East Queensland.


Already Council has a good history of spending locally, but we recognise the importance of local business to our economy. This is why the LORD MAYOR announced in May we would introduce a target of 80% of Council’s contractual spend with local suppliers.


We know how successful procurement targets and focuses—we know how successful procurement targets and focus can be, with Council setting a target in 2016 to spend $4 million each year in contracts with social enterprises. Each year we have exceeded this target with last year’s contractual spend with social enterprises exceeding $5.6 million.


Other significant changes are to follow and I’ll leave further debate to the Chamber. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers? 


Excuse me. 

There being none, I will now put the resolution. 

Clauses A and E put
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clauses A and E of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.

Clause B put
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause B of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Kara COOK and Charles STRUNK immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 17 -
Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Amanda COOPER, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.
NOES: 7 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Peter CUMMING, and Councillors Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

Clause C put
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause C of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
The Right Honourable, the Lord Mayor (Councillor Adrian Schrinner) (Chair); Deputy Mayor (Councillor Krista Adams) (Deputy Chair); and Councillors Adam Allan, Matthew Bourke, Amanda Cooper, Fiona Hammond, Vicki Howard and Peter Matic.

MATERIAL PERSONAL INTERESTS/CONFLICT OF INTERESTS:

Clause D
Councillor Matthew Bourke declared a conflict of interest in Clause D and absented himself from discussion and voting on this matter.

A
MAJOR AMENDMENT TO BRISBANE CITY PLAN 2014 – PACKAGE I


152/160/1218/392
122/2019-20
1.
The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the information below.

2.
Council is committed to delivering on the actions contained in Brisbane’s Future Blueprint. Amendments are required (the proposed amendment) to be made to Brisbane City Plan 2014 (the planning scheme), to achieve the following principle and action from Brisbane’s Future Blueprint:

-
Principle: Ensure best practice design that complements the character of Brisbane

-
Action 06: Preserve our city’s Queenslanders and other traditional designs.

3.
The proposed amendment will maintain the currency of the planning scheme, and that will advance the following objectives.

-
Make zoning and overlay changes to reflect the results of the Camp Hill zone survey and the subsequent zoning investigation.

-
Maintain and enhance Brisbane’s heritage by including new local heritage places and heritage adjoining properties and updating existing local heritage places on the Heritage overlay.

-
Protect more of Brisbane’s buildings constructed prior to 1911 by adding new sites to the Pre‑1911 building overlay.

-
Protect Brisbane’s character by ensuring the Traditional building character overlay and the Commercial character building overlay are up to date.

4.
The proposed zoning and overlay changes to an area in Camp Hill are in response to community support for a zoning investigation. Property owners in the identified area were invited to respond to a survey undertaken from 22 October 2018 to 7 December 2018, to determine the level of support for changing the zone from Low-medium density residential (2 or 3 storey mix zone precinct) to the Character residential (Character zone precinct). Fifty‑one per cent of property owners in the identified area supported progression of a zoning change investigation. The proposed zoning changes from Low medium density residential (2 or 3 storey mix zone precinct) to Character residential (Character zone precinct) or Low density residential will remove the ability of landowners to develop multiple dwellings on their properties.

5.
The local heritage places and pre-1911 buildings included in the proposed amendment have been identified through research prepared in support of neighbourhood plans and nominations by the community.

6.
The process for amending the planning scheme is set out in the Minister’s Guidelines and Rules (the Guideline). The proposed amendment has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Guideline and is set out in Attachment B (submitted on file). The schedule of proposed amendments is set out in Attachment C (submitted on file).

7.
Should Council decide to proceed with the proposed amendment, the Minister will be requested to complete a State interest review of the proposed amendment and agree to Council publicly consulting on the proposed amendment. Public consultation on the proposed amendment would then be undertaken upon receipt of the Minister’s response and approval in accordance with the Guideline.

8.
The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

9.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE AS PER THE DRAFT RESOLUTION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A

Draft Resolution

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO DECIDE TO MAKE A MAJOR AMENDMENT TO BRISBANE CITY PLAN 2014
As Council:

(i)
decides, pursuant to section 16.1 of Part 4 of Chapter 2 of the Minister’s Guidelines and Rules (the Guideline) made under the Planning Act 2016, to amend Brisbane City Plan 2014 (the planning scheme) to protect the character of an area in Camp Hill, local heritages places and buildings constructed prior to 1911; and make consequential amendments as required (the proposed amendment)

(ii)
has prepared the proposed amendment, as set out in Attachments B and C (submitted on file), pursuant to section 16.4 of Part 4 of Chapter 2 of the Guideline,

then Council:

(i)
directs, pursuant to section 16.5 of Part 4 of Chapter 2 of the Guideline, that a notice be given to the Minister which includes a copy of the Council decision to amend the planning scheme to include the proposed amendment, as set out in Attachments B and C (submitted on file), and the required material for the proposed amendment as prescribed in Schedule 3 of the Guideline, requesting: 

(a)
a State interest review of the proposed amendment 

(b)
the Minister’s agreement to publicly consult on the proposed amendment.

ADOPTED
B
ANNUAL OPERATIONAL PLAN PROGRESS AND QUARTERLY FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 2019


134/695/317/927

123/2019-20
10.
The Divisional Manager, Organisational Services, provided the information below.

11.
Sections 196(2) and (3) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 state that the Chief Executive Officer must present financial reports to Council at least quarterly. The reports are to state the progress that has been made in relation to Council’s budget.

12.
The Annual Operational Plan Progress and Quarterly Financial Report June 2019 (refer Attachment B, submitted on file) separately identifies and reports the financial results of Council’s Program Services (i.e. Council excluding Business Activities) and Business Activities. The written commentaries provide explanation of the figures.

13.
Section 166(3) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 states that the Chief Executive Officer must present a written assessment of Council’s progress towards implementing the Annual Operational Plan to Council at regular intervals of not more than three months.

14.
The previous financial report for the period ended 29 March 2019 was presented to Council on 28 May 2019. The current report relates to the year ended 30 June 2019.

15.
The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

16.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE AS PER THE DRAFT RESOLUTION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A

Draft Resolution

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE ANNUAL OPERATIONAL PLAN PROGRESS AND QUARTERLY FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 2019
As:

(i)
sections 196(2) and (3) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 require that the Chief Executive Officer present financial reports to Council at least quarterly

(ii)
section 166(3) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 states that the Chief Executive Officer must present a written assessment of Council’s progress towards implementing the Annual Operational Plan to Council at regular intervals of not more than three months,

then:

(i)
Council directs that the Annual Operational Plan Progress and Quarterly Financial Report for the year ended June 2019, as set out in Attachment B (submitted on file), be noted.

ADOPTED
C
SP103 PROCUREMENT POLICY AND PLAN 2019-20


165/210/179/3341
124/2019-20
17.
The Divisional Manager, Organisational Services, provided the information below.

18.
Section 190 of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 (the Regulation) requires that Council makes and adopts a Procurement Policy for each financial year.

19.
Section 210 of the Regulation requires that Council make and adopt a Contracting Plan for each financial year. The Contracting Plan must not be adopted before the adoption of Council’s budget for the same financial year.

20.
Section 212 of the Regulation requires that Council make and adopt a Contract Manual that sets out the procedures for how Council is to carry out all contracts.

21.
Council officers have prepared SP103 Procurement Policy and Plan 2019-20 (PPAP) to address the above requirements. The PPAP sets out Council’s strategic approach to its contracting activities and also attaches:

-
Schedule A – General exemptions from Council’s standard quotes, tenders and proposals process

-
Schedule B – Forward Contracting Schedule for Goods, Services and Construction 2019-20

-
Schedule C – Forward Disposal Schedule 2019-20.

22.
Key changes from SP103 Procurement Policy and Plan 2018-19 (Attachment C, submitted on file) are:

-
inclusion of changes to further support local businesses

-
simplifying some of the language, e.g. ‘use’ instead of ‘utilisation’, and removal of unnecessary phrases/words such as policy within the policy

-
including a statement reflecting the PPAP’s alignment with the values and vision themes Council’s Corporate Plan 2016-17 to 2020-21 - 2017 Update 
-
moving important principle statements from the body of the document to the front

-
moving the market assessment information to Schedule B 

-
updating the sourcing classification definitions to be consistent with the contract classification definitions

-
reframing the seven-step sourcing process to a strategic sourcing process, providing greater agility for Strategic Procurement Office, Organisational Services, to deliver better outcomes

-
Better Brisbane Proposals now include a provision for negotiation with one proponent or multiple proponents for similar or competing outcomes/goods/services/works 

-
inclusion of additional spend beyond the approved contract sum for the legislated waste levy for construction contracts.

23.
The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

24.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL RESOLVES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DRAFT RESOLUTION, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, TO ADOPT SP103 PROCUREMENT POLICY AND PLAN 2019-20.

Attachment A

Draft Resolution

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO ADOPT SP103 PROCUREMENT POLICY AND PLAN 2019-20
As:

(i)
Council has adopted the Strategic Contracting Procedures under Part 2 of Chapter 6 of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 (the Regulation)

(ii)
Council is required by section 190 of the Regulation to adopt a Procurement Policy

(iii)
Council is required by section 210 of the Regulation to adopt a Contracting Plan

(iv)
Council is required by section 212 of the Regulation to adopt a Contract Manual

(v)
SP103 Procurement Policy and Plan 2019-20, complying with the requirements of the Regulation, has been prepared and is set out in Attachment B (submitted on file)

then Council:

(i)
resolves to adopt SP103 Procurement Policy and Plan 2019-20, as set out in Attachment B (submitted on file)

(ii)
resolves that SP103 Procurement Policy and Plan 2019-20 will apply from 28 August 2019.

ADOPTED
D
CITY DEFINED BENEFIT FUND PROPOSED CONTRIBUTION HOLIDAY


109/695/32/74
125/2019-20
25.
The Divisional Manager, Organisational Services, provided the information below.

26.
Council has provided a written guarantee to LGIAsuper as trustee of the City Defined Benefit Fund (CDBF). The guarantee commits Council to fund the defined benefits of employees who are members of the CDBF. Other contributors to CDBF include Queensland Urban Utilities (QUU) and Seqwater.

	
	Brisbane City Council
	Seqwater
	QUU
	Total CDBF

	Fair value of assets as at 30 June 2019
	$71,242,000
	$1,798,000
	$11,866,000
	$84,906,000

	Percentage of total CDBF
	83.91%
	2.11%
	13.98%
	100%


27.
Below is a summary of Council’s share of the fund as at 30 June 2019 (refer Attachment B, submitted on file).

-
Fair value of assets amounts to $71.2 million.

-
Defined benefit obligation amounts to $54.7 million.

-
Fund surplus (net fund asset) amounts to $16.5 million.

-
Total number of active CDBF members is 130.

28.
The net fund assets takes into account the return on fund assets, actuarial gains or losses, service costs and employer contributions.

29.
Currently, Council contributes approximately $50,000 per fortnight, or $1.3 million per annum, to the fund. The value of CDBF assets is more than sufficient to meet the value of Council’s CDBF liabilities in respect of accrued employee benefits. Council paid additional employer contributions of $18 million to CDBF to offset adverse impacts on the underlying asset base from the global financial crisis.

30.
LGIAsuper has recommended that contributors to the CDBF, including Council, undertake a contribution holiday for a period of three years (refer Attachment A, submitted on file). This recommendation is based on the actuary’s review of the position of the fund, its likely drawdown profiles, and the fund’s excellent surplus position. A contribution holiday means that while the obligation is still met by the fund, no cash will be paid by Council during the holiday period. In that way, the surplus of the fund will reduce and be used to fund the ongoing obligations during the period.

31.
Surplus funds in defined benefit plans are not unusual and other entities including the Queensland Government have undertaken contribution holidays in the past. This recommendation is a conservative approach that protects employee benefits, while ensuring that surplus funds are reasonable. Other entities have undertaken different approaches in the past, including using surplus funds for other purposes. In 2016, the Queensland Government repatriated funds from the Queensland Government Defined Benefit Fund. This recommendation does not in any way impact employees’ balances or Council’s obligation to members.

32.
The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

33.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL APPROVE THE CESSATION OF EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CITY DEFINED BENEFIT FUND FOR A PERIOD OF THREE YEARS, WITH A COMMENCEMENT DATE TO BE NEGOTIATED WITH LGIASUPER TO ENSURE SUFFICIENT NOTICE TO CDBF MEMBERS, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A (submitted on file).

ADOPTED
E
2019-20 BUDGET – FIRST REVIEW


134/135/86/352
126/2019-20
34.
The Divisional Manager, Organisational Services, provided the information below.

35.
Section 162(2) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 provides that Council’s budget for a financial year may be amended at any time before the end of the financial year.

36.
The First Budget Review has been prepared and considers:

(a)
emerging issues requiring funding and additional revenue and expenditure for 2019‑20, 2020‑21, 2021-22 and 2022-23 

(b)
requests to carryover and bring forward project funding to 2019-20 and other forward years.

37.
Attachment B (submitted on file) outlines the recommended amendments to the approved budget for 2019-20, 2020 21, 2021-22 and 2022-23.

38.
The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

39.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE AS PER THE DRAFT RESOLUTION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A

Draft Resolution

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE BUDGET AMENDMENTS – FIRST REVIEW
Council resolves to adopt the amended budget allocations for Programs 1 to 8, and Businesses and Council Providers in accordance with Attachment B (submitted on file).

ADOPTED
ESTABLISHMENT AND COORDINATION COMMITTEE (Special report)
Councillor Matthew BOURKE moved, seconded by Councillor Amanda COOPER, that the special report of the meeting of that Committee held on 27 August 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate? 
Councillor BOURKE:
Thanks very much, Mr Chairman. Back in August 2017, there was a temporary local planning instrument that Council adopted to protect 27 pre-1911 houses. That temporary local planning instrument expires tomorrow, 28 August. These houses are being protected through a major amendment, major amendment F, which was in this Council Chamber just a few weeks ago, where Council endorsed the final stage of major amendment F and it has now gone to the State for their final State interest check and tick-off, Mr Chairman.


We need to pass this temporary local planning instrument back through this Council Chamber again this afternoon. We dealt with it just a few weeks ago. It’s been to the State. The State has endorsed the temporary local planning instrument. They haven’t put any conditions on it. 


I thank the State for working with us to deal with this in a speedy way so that we can make sure that these particular 27 houses continue to be protected while the final stages of that major amendment are concluded. I’d just commend the item to the Council Chamber.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

There being none, Councillor BOURKE? 

I’ll now put the resolution. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the special report of the meeting of the Establishment and Coordination committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
The Right Honourable, the Lord Mayor (Councillor Adrian Schrinner) (Chair); and Councillors Adam Allan, Matthew Bourke, Amanda Cooper, Tracy Davis, Fiona Hammond, Vicki Howard and Peter Matic.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:
Deputy Mayor (Councillor Krista Adams) (Deputy Chair).
A
TEMPORARY LOCAL PLANNING INSTRUMENT 04/19 – PROTECTION OF BUILDINGS CONSTRUCTED PRIOR TO 1911


152/160/1218/140-002 and 152/160/1218/140-001
127/2019-20
1.
The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the information below.
2.
At its meeting on 30 July 2019, Council resolved to make the proposed Temporary Local Planning Instrument 04/19 – Protection of buildings constructed prior to 1911 (the proposed TLPI), as set out in Attachment B (submitted on file).
3.
By letter dated 23 August 2019 (refer Attachment C, submitted on file), the Minister for State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure and Planning, the Honourable Cameron Dick MP (the Minister), advised Council that the proposed TLPI meets the statutory requirements for a temporary local planning instrument under the Planning Act 2016, and that Council may adopt the proposed TLPI. The Minister also approved the update of registered plan 106035 (46 Florrie Street, Lutwyche).
4.
Having received the Minister’s agreement in writing, the proposed TLPI will, once adopted by Council, have effect for a period of two years from the effective date of 29 August 2019. The pre-1911 buildings to be protected by the proposed TLPI are contained in major amendment to City Plan – Package F (Major F). It is anticipated that Major F will be in effect prior to the proposed TLPI ceasing to have effect. Major F is currently with the Queensland Government for State interest review and approval to adopt.
5.
The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

6.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE AS PER THE DRAFT RESOLUTION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A

Draft Resolution
DRAFT RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE TEMPORARY LOCAL PLANNING INSTRUMENT 04/19 – PROTECTION OF BUILDINGS CONSTRUCTED PRIOR TO 1911
As Council:

(i)
at its meeting of 30 July 2019, resolved to propose a Temporary Local Planning Instrument 04/19 – Protection of buildings constructed prior to 1911 (the proposed TLPI)

(ii)
has been advised by the Minister for State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure and Planning, the Honourable Cameron Dick MP, that the proposed TLPI meets the statutory requirements for a temporary local planning instrument under the Planning Act 2016 and that Council may adopt the proposed TLPI,

then Council:

(i)
resolves, pursuant to section 9.1 of Part 2 of Chapter 3 of the Minister’s Guidelines and Rules (the Guideline) made under the Planning Act 2016, to adopt Temporary Local Planning Instrument 04/19 – Protection of buildings constructed prior to 1911 (the TLPI), as set out in Attachment B (submitted on file)
(ii)
directs that notice be published in accordance with the Planning Act 2016 and section 9.2 of Part 2 of Chapter 3 of the Guideline

(iii)
directs that the Chief Executive of the Department of State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure and Planning be given, pursuant to section 9.3 of Part 2 of Chapter 3 of the Guideline, a copy of the public notice under section 9.2 of the Guideline, a certified copy of the TLPI and a copy of any electronic planning scheme spatial data files (mapping) relevant to the TLPI.

ADOPTED
PUBLIC AND ACTIVE TRANSPORT, ECONOMIC AND TOURISM DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Tracy DAVIS, A/Chair of the Public and Active Transport, Economic and Tourism Development Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor David McLACHLAN, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 20 August 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

Councillor DAVIS.

Councillor DAVIS:
Thank you, Chair. Before I get to the report, at this morning’s meeting I took some questions on notice from Councillor CASSIDY. With regard to service number 1.1.4.1, I can advise that the increase in revenue from the bus shelter advertising is a result of favourable contract negotiations with the new provider, oOh!media, which is a better deal for ratepayers.


With respect to service number 1.2.1.2, I’m advised that a number of factors contributed to lower than anticipated expenditure, including lower than anticipated fuel costs and maintenance costs, which means less equipment, material and services and contractor costs were needed. The flow-on effects include less spending on corporate overheads and utilities.


Chair, last week we had a presentation on CityCat 22, the newest addition to Council’s CityCat fleet. This boat will be able to cater for 170 passengers, including 16 of which will be on the upper deck. We’ve gone above and beyond providing DDA (Disability Discrimination Act 1992) measures in this vessel with six dedicated wheelchair spaces. These spaces are well located within the main floor of vessel, ensuring that they have clear views of the river and our extended window lines.


CityCat 22 will also have 4G Wi-Fi, as well as USB charging points. Some of Council’s oldest vessels date back to 1996, and these are our generation one ferries, and projects like the new CityCat currently under construction will ensure that our fleet remains modern and reliable.


It is being constructed by a local Brisbane company in Murarrie, Aus Ships, and following vessel training, sea trials and crew training, this new CityCat is due to commence services later this year.


We also had two petitions considered by the Committee last week; one requesting Council provide end of trip facilities, including bicycle racks, showers, toilets, change facilities and locker storage in Fortitude Valley. Under the Brisbane City Plan, any new development is required to provide end of trip facilities to cater for workers or residents within their buildings.


Having said this, Council leases the King George Square Cycle Centre to be used as a paid end of trip facility in the centre of the city for those who need access. It is largely up to private companies to provide these types of facilities, and universities and some shopping centres are also known to offer this service. Council does not intend to construct a publicly available end of trip facility in the Valley at this time.


The second petition asks Council to implement additional cycling facilities in the CBD and alternative cycling arrangements in South Brisbane, as part of Brisbane Metro. The current concept design for Brisbane Metro along Victoria Bridge provides a separated two-way cycleway, dedicated pedestrian pathway and three lanes for Metro and bus services.


Additionally, the design also includes an off-road shared footpath for pedestrians and cyclists on the riverside of North Quay, as well as on-road cycle lanes on either side of Melbourne Street, between Grey and Merivale Streets.


I understand that the main concern by the petitioners is the cycle lanes on Melbourne Street and their proximity to West End bus services. As part of the collaborative partnership between Council and its tenderers, further investigations into proposed cycle lane arrangements can occur as further detailed design is achieved. There is expected to be 350 fewer buses using Melbourne Street when Metro becomes operational, reducing the amount of bus services which currently use Melbourne Street to complete their route.


Council is also reviewing its active transport network plan and will investigate options to improve active transport connections through the CBD. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair. I just rise to speak on item C, the petition requesting Council to implement additional cycling facilities in the CBD and alternative cycling arrangements in South Brisbane as part of Brisbane Metro.


This was obviously discussed at Committee last week and we had a bit of a discussion and Councillor ADAMS intimated that this was just a reference design. We had a bit of a discussion again about floating bus stops and different designs of how cycling and the bus infrastructure is continuing to evolve. She gave the impression, anyway, that cyclists and bus drivers would certainly be consulted going forward, which I suppose gives some hope that the design in Council’s reference tendering documents for these works will allow changes to be made.


However, when I went away and spoke to cyclists and bus drivers last week, after we discussed this at the Committee, it’s pretty clear that none of that consultation has happened in any meaningful way with drivers or with the CBD BUG (Bicycle User Group) group particularly.


Donald Campbell, who is the petitioner, the head petitioner and also co‑convener of CBD Bicycle Users Group, has certainly not been consulted even as the petitioner. So I suppose I want to make sure that those views are put forward here and discuss some possible solutions going forward.


In a letter that was sent to the then Lord Mayor by the CBD BUG group back in early 2019, they raised some serious concerns around the Melbourne Street precinct and the design for that. They pointed out that trucks and buses being generally involved in 22% to 26% of cyclist fatality crashes—the intersection with this design that Council has proposed, where cyclists and buses will intersect and interact, will be very frequent. 


Some of the consultation outcomes anticipate there’ll be extremely heavy use through the provision of indented bus space to allow buses to leapfrog, overtake when needed and the indent length will be sufficient for three standard 12.5‑metre rigid buses through there.


So the design I suppose—there’s a bit of a visual representation there of what that could potentially look like, where you could have four buses in a row with cyclists riding through the middle of them as those buses are coming in and out of bus stops, and no protection whatsoever as those buses are leapfrogging one another and driving past one and coming into another.


So there are serious concerns not just from cyclists but also drivers themselves. They certainly don’t want to be interacting with cyclists in this way I can tell you that, Mr Chair. So they’ve offered some solutions, including to extend the protected bi-directional cycle track along the north-west side of Melbourne Street to Merivale Street intersection or potentially further. That design would protect cyclists from buses at this very busy bus stop.


A second alternative is to provide two uni-directional cycle paths behind bus stops as well, which is probably not as ideal, but certainly better than what has been proposed.


The response that the Bicycle Users Group received in February this year from the then Lord Mayor, Graham Quirk, does respond in some way to those suggestions for a change in design. He said that the option did not proceed in terms of the consideration to extend the separate two-way cycleway along Melbourne Street. 


The option did not proceed for a number of reasons, including restrictions associated with the South Brisbane rail bridge, of which they did deal with in their letter, the CBD BUG group, and also said that—further advised the suggestion for a floating bus stop at Melbourne Street was also considered through the options assessment process. Didn’t proceed due to the anticipated high patronage of these bus stops and potential for this to create conflict between the volume of bus customers and cyclists, especially if you use the cycle lane.


However, when you look at situations around the world where solutions like that are actually implemented in some of the busiest public and active transport intersections anywhere in the world, like in central London, where there are floating bus stops and there is a significant interaction between people alighting from their buses on foot and interacting with cyclists, they are hugely successful and they seem to work themselves out in cities right around the world. 


There’s no reason why we can’t actually be a new world city, as we often hear in this place, and come up with some better solutions. So I can put on the record here that bus drivers are extremely concerned about this design that is being pursued by Council currently, and cyclists are extremely concerned for their safety in terms of this.


I know that Mr Donald Campbell has applied—he applied to speak to Council. He was hoping to come today to ensure that all Councillors before they vote on this recommendation that is before us—and given that the recommendation says that no changes can be made, and yet the Chair last week said things are changing all the time and we potentially can change the design, he has been given a date of 22 October to come and talk to the full Council here.

Procedural motion – Motion that Clause C lie on the table

128/2019-20

Councillor Jared CASSIDY moved, seconded by Councillor Kara COOK, that the motion for the adoption of Clause C, PETITIONS – REQUESTING COUNCIL IMPLEMENT ADDITIONAL CYCLING FACILITIES IN THE CBD AND ALTERNATIVE CYCLING ARRANGEMENTS IN SOUTH BRISBANE AS PART OF THE BRISBANE METRO, of the report lie on the table until the first meeting after 22 October. Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion was declared carried on the voices.
Chair:
Okay, would you like to divide? 


Alright, Councillor CASSIDY could you please read the resolution again.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Sorry, that was very—I was pretty clear that I move that the petition requesting Council implement additional cycling facilities in the CBD and alternative cycling arrangements in South Brisbane as part of Brisbane Metro to lie on the table until the first meeting after 22 October. It was seconded by Councillor COOK.

Chair:
Did you say procedural motion—so there’s no debate on the topic.
Councillor CASSIDY:
Yes.

Chair:
So all those who support this procedural resolution say aye. 


Say aye again please.

Councillors say aye.

Chair:
To the contrary no. 

Councillors say no.

Chair:
The ayes have it. 


Alright, item C now sits on the table until 22 October. 


Further debate? 


There being none, Councillor DAVIS? 

I’ll now put the resolution. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report (Clauses A and B) of the Public and Active Transport, Economic and Tourism Development Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Krista Adams (Chair), Councillor Tracy Davis (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Jared Cassidy, David McLachlan, Angela Owen and Jonathan Sri.

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – CITYCAT 22 

129/2019-20
1.
Sue Phillips, Manager, Commercial and Contract Services, Transport for Brisbane, attended the meeting to provide an update on CityCat 22. She provided the information below.

2
Council’s current fleet of ferries include:

· 21 CityCats

· eight Generation One vessels (built 1996 – 1998)

· six Generation Two vessels (built 2004 – 2009)

· seven Generation Three vessels (built 2010 – 2015)

· nine Monohulls

· six single desk CityFerries (12 metres)

· three double deck CityHoppers (15 metres) (built 1984 – 1993).

3.
The CityCat 22 contract was awarded in October 2018 to be constructed by Aus Ships Pty Ltd at Rivergate, Murarrie, at a cost of $3.7 million. Aus Ships Pty Ltd employ male and female apprentices. Following vessel testing, sea trials and crew training, the CityCat 22 is due to commence service late 2019. 

4.
The design features of the CityCat 22 include:

· 27.2 metres in length

· 170 passenger capacity 

· 16 upper deck seats

· six dedicated wheel chair spaces

· 10 bicycle spaces

· improved forward and side-facing viewing

· USB charging ports

· 4G Wi-Fi.

5.
The Committee was shown illustrations of the CityCat 22 profile, layout, interior, lower deck view, upper deck view and mid-construction. In particular, these indicative plans highlighted increased space for on-board bathroom facilities and designs to improve viewing ability. 

6.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Ms Phillips for her informative presentation.

7.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED
B
PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL PROVIDE END-OF-TRIP FACILITIES, INCLUDING BICYCLE RACKS, SHOWERS, TOILETS, CHANGE FACILITIES AND LOCKER STORAGE IN FORTITUDE VALLEY
CA19/524634

130/2019-20
8.
A petition from residents, requesting that Council provide end-of-trip facilities, including bicycle racks, showers, toilets, change facilities and locker storage in Fortitude Valley, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 11 June 2019, by Councillor Vicki Howard, and received. 

9.
The Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

10.
The petition contains 83 signatures. Of the petitioners, 80 are from a number of suburbs across the City of Brisbane and the remaining three live outside the City of Brisbane.

11.
The petitioners are requesting the construction of end-of-trip facilities to promote and support travel by walking and cycling to Fortitude Valley. Attachment B (submitted on file) shows a locality map.
12.
Council supports the construction of end-of-trip facilities to encourage active transport. However, similar to providing car parking, Council relies on the private sector to deliver these facilities to cater for trips generated by their development. Under Brisbane City Plan 2014, any new development is required to provide end-of-trip facilities to cater for workers or residents within the building. End‑of‑trip facilities such as secure bicycle parking, shower cubicles, change rooms and lockers are co‑located and provided to meet the needs of users and to encourage bicycle use.

13.
Council has previously installed four secure bicycle cages at key regional centres located at Chermside, Upper Mt Gravatt, Carindale and Mt Ommaney. Access to these bicycle cages is controlled by an access card which is obtained from Council’s Regional Business Centres by leaving a deposit of $50. Council does not intend to install any more bicycle cages at this stage. Council also leases the King George Square Cycle Centre to a private company, Cycle2City, for use as a paid end-of-trip facility.

14.
In addition, Council understands some major public institutions, such as universities and shopping centres, also provide end-of-trip facilities to staff, students and visitors, but these are privately operated and charges may apply. Therefore, Council does not intend to construct a publicly available end-of‑trip facility in Fortitude Valley.

Consultation

15.
Councillor Vicki Howard, Councillor for Central Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.


Customer impact
16.
The response will address the petitioners’ concerns.

17.
The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed.

18.
RECOMMENDATION:


that the information in this submission be noted and the draft response, as set out in Attachment A, hereunder, be sent to the head petitioner.

Attachment A
Draft response

Petition Reference: CA19/524634
Thank you for your petition requesting Council provide end-of-trip facilities, including bicycle racks, showers, toilets, change facilities and locker storage in Fortitude Valley.

Council supports the construction of end-of-trip facilities to encourage active transport. However, similar to providing car parking, Council relies on the private sector to deliver these facilities to cater for trips generated by their development. Under Brisbane City Plan 2014, any new development is required to provide end‑of‑trip facilities to cater for workers or residents within the building. End‑of‑trip facilities such as secure bicycle parking, shower cubicles, change rooms and lockers are co‑located and provided to meet the needs of users and to encourage bicycle use.

Council has previously installed four secure bicycle cages at key regional centres located at Chermside, Upper Mt Gravatt, Carindale and Mt Ommaney. Access to these bicycle cages is controlled by an access card which is obtained from Council’s Regional Business Centres by leaving a deposit of $50. Council does not intend to install any more bicycle cages at this stage. Council also leases the King George Square Cycle Centre to a private company, Cycle2City, for use as a paid end-of-trip facility.

In addition, Council understands some major public institutions, such as universities and shopping centres, also provide end-of-trip facilities to staff, students and visitors, but these are privately operated and charges may apply. Therefore, Council does not intend to construct a publicly available end-of‑trip facility in Fortitude Valley.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Luke Robertson, Senior Transport Planner, Public and Active Transport Planning, Policy Strategy and Planning, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3178 0317.

ADOPTED
Chair:
The Infrastructure Committee please.

Councillor SRI:
Mr Chair, I just want to, as a point of order—sorry point of order—I just want to draw to your attention the fact that I was rising to speak and you moved very—
Chair:
I apologise Councillor SRI, I did not see you.

Councillor SRI:
That’s alright.

Chair:
It was not deliberate. It was—please accept my apologies. 


Councillors, the Infrastructure Committee report please. 

Councillor COOPER.

Councillor COOPER:
Thank you very much, Mr Chair. 
INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE

Councillor Amanda COOPER, Chair of the Infrastructure Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Steven HUANG, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 20 August 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

Councillor COOPER.

Councillor COOPER:
Thank you very much, Mr Chair. At Committee last week we had a presentation on bridges and culverts that are being delivered under the 2019-20 budget. There are a number of those in fact, and those included projects such as the Beams Road culvert, Carseldine and Fitzgibbon. 


That’s particularly an important opportunity for us to provide a new 2.5‑metre wide shared path on the northern side of Beams Road, which services both my ward and Councillor CASSIDY’s. It will also improve the driveway entrance of Koobara Aboriginal and Islander Kindergarten. That will also be reconstructed as part of that particular work.


We’ve also got design underway for Beach Street at Ferny Grove to provide a new creek crossing between Beach Street and Nelson Place and those works—the investigations will be complete by the end of the year, with designs anticipated to be complete by mid next year.


We also talked about some design work which is being undertaken for a new creek crossing between Idonia Street and Cabbage Tree Creek bikeway at Bridgeman Downs. So there’s investigations underway and there’s expected to be a detailed design completed by the end of June next year.


Councillor HUANG was very interested to hear about a particular bridge at Nardie Street in Eight Mile Plains, through to Kavanagh Road, Wishart, with the investigations to be completed by the end of this year and designs completed by the middle of next year.


For those in the west, Sutling Street, Kenmore, is seeing the benefit of investment with the existing steel and timber bridge structure being removed for a new steel truss bridge. We’ll also have numbers of sections of footpath leading up to the new bridge being constructed with construction already underway. Expected completion date late this year.


So Councillor CUMMING, I know, will be very excited to see that there is work being undertaken to look at a new crossing at Wynnum Road at Wynnum West, to create a new crossing over the Hemmant Drain to service both pedestrians and cyclists. Investigation and options will be complete by the end of this year, with design to be completed early next year.


We will be completing the Gresham Street Bridge. I know that the local Councillor will be very happy to see that project undertaken. It was originally constructed in 1931, so it’s provided a very good period of service to our community. It is a vital connection to local residents. It is the only creek crossing for St Johns Wood area where there’s approximately 300 properties located.


There will be a temporary bridge constructed to allow for access in and out while those works are underway. The current bridge floods about once a year and isolates those properties. This construction of a new concrete bridge will significantly improve both safety and amenity, as well as upgrading the current load limit from 22.5 tonnes, which restricts large vehicles accessing that part of The Gap Ward. 


It will limit—it currently is limited for machinery to get into those locations to maintain Council roads, so it will upgrade it to 45.5 tonnes. It will also improve flood immunity of the crossings to a one in 10-year flood and also provide much better pedestrian access and safety for all road users at the intersection of Gresham Street and Waterworks Road intersection.


It will have a 100-year design life and certainly be a much more reliable and better connection for the local community. So detailed design is expected to be complete early next year, with the contract expected to be awarded in the middle of next year, with construction works in 2021 through to early 2022.


We had two petitions to Committee last week, which were both supported by the local Councillor and happy to take any commentary with respect to those. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

There being none, I will put the resolution. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Infrastructure Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Amanda Cooper (Chair), Councillor Steven Huang (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Steve Griffiths, Nicole Johnston, James Mackay and Steven Toomey.

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – BRIDGES AND CULVERTS

131/2019-20
1.
Graham Nell, Program Director, Civil and Transport, Project Management, City Projects Office, Brisbane Infrastructure, attended the meeting to provide a presentation on the Bridge and Culvert construction program (the program), and the Gresham Street Bridge project. He provided the information below.

2.
The program aims to improve access and connectivity for pedestrians and cyclists throughout Brisbane with the construction of new crossings or improvement and replacement of existing minor bridges or culverts. The program includes the following projects, of which photos and site plans of each were shown to the Committee.

-
Beams Road, Carseldine

-
Beech Street, Ferny Grove

-
Idonia Street, Bridgeman Downs

-
Nardie Street to Kavanagh Road, Wishart

-
Sutling Street, Kenmore

-
Wynnum Road, Wynnum West.

3.
The project at Beams Road, Carseldine, involves the completion of a missing link along the northern side of Beams Road, between Carselgrove Avenue and Handford Road. The project commenced construction in May 2019 and is anticipated to be completed by the end of August 2019. The project will include:

-
extending the existing concrete culverts over Cabbage Tree Creek to provide a new 2.5 metre wide shared path on the northern side of Beams Road

-
reconstructing the driveway entrance to the Koobara Aboriginal and Islander Kindergarten.

4.
The project at Beech Street, Ferny Grove, involves the investigation of a new creek crossing to provide a connection between Beech Street and Nelson Place, Ferny Grove. Investigation and design options for the project will be completed by late 2019, with the final design anticipated to be completed by mid-2020. The project will include:

-
identification of a suitable creek crossing location

-
a concept design considering a suitable crossing facility

-
a detailed design.

5.
The project at Idonia Street, Bridgeman Downs, involves the investigation of a new creek crossing between Idonia Street and the Cabbage Tree Creek Bikeway. Investigation and design options for the project will be completed by late 2019, with the final design anticipated to be completed by mid‑2020. The project will include:

-
identification of a suitable creek crossing location

-
a concept design considering a suitable crossing facility

-
a detailed design.

6.
The project for Nardie Street to Kavanagh Road, Wishart, involves the investigation of a new creek crossing between Nardie Street, Eight Mile Plains, and Kavanagh Road, Wishart. Investigation and design options for the project are anticipated to be completed by late 2019. The project will include:

-
an investigation and feasibility study of a suitable creek crossing location

-
a concept design considering a suitable crossing facility.

7.
The project at Sutling Street, Kenmore, involves the replacement and upgrade of the existing one metre wide timber bridge with a new 3.6 metre wide shared facility located in the Cubberla Creek Reserve, between Sutling Street, Chapel Hill, and Akuna Street, Kenmore. Construction of the project commenced in June 2019, with completion expected by late 2019. The project will include:

-
the removal of the existing steel and timber bridge structure

-
piling works for the new bridge foundations

-
the installation of a new steel truss bridge.

8.
The project at Wynnum Road, Wynnum West, will create a new crossing over the Hemmant Drain, which is a tributary of Bulimba Creek, and will service both pedestrians and cyclists. Investigation and design options for the project are anticipated to be completed by late 2019, with the final design anticipated to be completed by early 2020.The project will include:

-
investigation and inspection works

-
a concept design considering a suitable crossing facility 

-
a detailed design.

9.
Site maps, an aerial photo and a project plan for the Gresham Street Bridge project, located in Ashgrove, were shown to the Committee.

10.
The Gresham Street Bridge (the bridge) is an existing timber bridge that was constructed in 1931. It is nearing the end of its serviceable life and requires replacement. The bridge provides the only creek crossing for the St John’s Wood area (the area), which contains approximately 300 properties. Vehicle access is currently restricted to a 22.5 tonne load limit, which limits most large vehicles such as semi-trailers and machinery used to maintain Council roads. The bridge is below the 50% annual exceedance probability and during a flood event, the bridge is inundated and area becomes isolated. In these instances, residents can exit the area via a secondary sealed single lane vehicular access located on the western end of Royal Parade.

11.
The objectives of Gresham Street Bridge project are to:

-
remove the existing timber bridge and construct a new concrete bridge to improve safety and amenity

-
upgrade the crossing vehicular load limit to 42.5 tonne

-
improve flood immunity of the crossing to greater than 10% annual exceedance probability

-
improve pedestrian access

-
improve safety at the Gresham Street and Waterworks Road intersection for all road users.

12.
The project will provide the following benefits:

-
a 100-year design life

-
improved flood immunity

-
more reliable access to and from the local residential area for motorists, pedestrians and cyclists.

13.
The project plans to:

-
complete the detailed design by early 2020

-
appoint the tender and award contract, and complete early works and public utility plant relocations by mid-2020

-
commence bridge construction works in 2021, with completion expected by early 2022.

14.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Mr Nell for his informative presentation.

15.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED
B
PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL INSTALL SPEED BUMPS IN CARRARA STREET, MOUNT GRAVATT EAST

CA19/289800

132/2019-20
16.
A petition requesting Council install speed bumps in Carrara Street, Mount Gravatt East, was received during the Autumn Recess 2019.

17.
The Manager, Transport Planning Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

18.
The petition contains seven signatures. One of the petitioners lives on Carrara Street with the remainder living in other suburbs of the City of Brisbane.

19.
The petitioners are concerned about motorists speeding on Carrara Street and are requesting the installation of speed bumps, also known as traffic calming, to address this issue.

20.
Carrara Street is a 50 km/h neighbourhood access road providing access to local residential properties. There are four Council bus services operating on Carrara Street between Nursery Road and Dunbar Street. The north-western end of Carrara Street joins Nursery Road which is a suburban road providing access between suburbs in the south‑east of the city. The south‑eastern end of Carrara Street joins Camlet Street, a neighbourhood access road providing residential access. Attachment B (submitted on file) shows a locality map. 

21.
The petitioners’ request for speed bumps to address speeding motorists has been noted. Traffic calming involves the installation of devices such as speed platforms and chicanes to discourage use from non-local traffic and to moderate vehicle speeds, providing a safer environment for all road users. There is a high demand for traffic calming across the city and Council must prioritise funding to those projects that deliver the greatest benefit in terms of safety and amenity for the wider community. 

22.
In order to determine the need for and priority of any works required, Council has undertaken a traffic survey on Carrara Street in April 2019. A summary of these results is shown in Attachment C (submitted on file). The results of the survey indicate that approximately 1,502 vehicles travel along Carrara Street on average each weekday which is acceptable considering the road’s function and the size of the local residential catchment. The 85th percentile speed, which is the speed 85% of vehicles were travelling at or below, was 55 km/h and shows minor non-compliance with the posted speed limit.

23.
However, Council’s analysis of the survey speed results has identified that the worst offending motorists were recorded outside peak traffic times and Council proposes to forward the results to the Queensland Police Service (QPS) for targeted enforcement. Furthermore, Council has reviewed the Queensland Government crash database and there are no reported incidents on Carrara Street within the last five years.

24.
Traffic calming is generally used to deter non-local traffic and is not applied to individual streets or used to specifically target speeding. Given the configuration of the local road network, it is considered that the majority of vehicles travelling on Carrara Street are local residents and traffic calming on Carrara Street would reallocate traffic to other residential streets in the area which is undesirable. For these reasons, a traffic calming scheme for the area is not warranted or supported. 

25.
The petitioners’ feedback about the street lighting on Carrara Street has been noted. A City Lighting Senior Technical officer from Council’s Asset Services Central Region performed a night inspection of the existing lighting arrangement in Carrara Street, Mt Gravatt East on 16 April 2019. The inspection found that the street light spacing could be enhanced, some street lights were not operating correctly and several light posts were being obstructed by street trees.

26.
To improve the lighting of Carrara Street, a design has been prepared, in which all of the existing street lights in Carrara Street will be upgraded to LED type light fittings and additional street lights installed. The planning stage of the project was completed on 17 April 2019 and the design for these improvements has been submitted to Energex for construction, which is anticipated to be completed by the end of September 2019.

27.
To promote safety through driver awareness and minimise speeding on suburban roads, Council has implemented the Speed Awareness Monitors (SAM) program. SAMs are installed for a minimum of one month and increase motorist awareness of their travelling speed by acting as a reminder to adhere to the speed limit. The citywide program has seen a marked decrease in the number of motorists travelling over the speed limit when passing the signs, with an average speed reduction of more than 8 km/h across all sites since the program began in late 2013.

28.
A SAM was installed in the vicinity of number 59 Carrara Street in October 2018. The SAM was effective in this 50 km/h location, with the average speed of motorists who were recorded exceeding the limit dropping by 5 km/h after passing the sign. Council will consider a rotation to this location within the next 12 months with its priority to be determined by Councillor Krista Adams, the Councillor for Holland Park Ward.

29.
Speeding is primarily a behavioural issue which is best handled by enforcement of the Queensland Road Rules by the QPS. Speeding vehicle complaints are able to be mitigated by regular enforcement by the QPS and they can be contacted on 13 HOON (13 46 66).

Consultation

30.
Councillor Krista Adams, Councillor for Holland Park Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.


Customer impact
31.
The response will address the petitioners’ concerns.

32.
The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillor Nicole Johnston abstaining.

33.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft response

Petition Reference: CA19/289800

Thank you for your petition requesting Council install speed bumps in Carrara Street, Mount Gravatt East.

Your request for speed bumps to address speeding motorists has been noted. Traffic calming involves the installation of devices such as speed platforms and chicanes to discourage use from non-local traffic and to moderate vehicle speeds, providing a safer environment for all road users. There is a high demand for traffic calming across the city and Council must prioritise funding to those projects that deliver the greatest benefit in terms of safety and amenity for the wider community. 

In order to determine the need for and priority of any works required, Council has undertaken a traffic survey on Carrara Street in April 2019. The results of the survey indicate that approximately 1,502 vehicles travel along Carrara Street on average each weekday which is acceptable considering the road’s function and the size of the local residential catchment. The 85th percentile speed, which is the speed 85% of vehicles were travelling at or below, was 55 km/h and shows minor non-compliance with the posted speed limit. 

However, Council’s analysis of the survey speed results has identified that the worst offending motorists were recorded outside peak traffic times and Council proposes to forward the results to the Queensland Police Service (QPS) for targeted enforcement. Furthermore, Council has reviewed the Queensland Government crash database and there are no reported incidents on Carrara Street within the last five years.

Traffic calming is generally used to deter non-local traffic and is not applied to individual streets or used to specifically target speeding. Given the configuration of the local road network, it is considered that the majority of vehicles travelling on Carrara Street are local residents. Traffic calming on Carrara Street would reallocate traffic to other residential streets in the area which is undesirable. For these reasons, a traffic calming scheme for the area is not supported. 

Your feedback about the street lighting on Carrara Street has been noted. A City Lighting Senior Technical officer from Council’s Asset Services Central Region performed a night inspection of the existing lighting arrangement in Carrara Street, Mt Gravatt East on 16 April 2019. The inspection found that the street light spacing could be enhanced, some street lights were not operating correctly and several light posts were being obstructed by street trees.

To improve the lighting of Carrara Street, a design has been prepared, in which all of the existing street lights in Carrara Street will be upgraded to LED type light fittings and additional street lights installed. The planning stage of the project was completed on 17 April 2019 and the design for these improvements has been submitted to Energex for construction, which is anticipated to be completed by the end of September 2019.

To promote safety through driver awareness and minimise speeding on suburban roads, Council has implemented the Speed Awareness Monitors (SAM) program. SAMs are installed for a minimum of one month and increase motorist awareness of their travelling speed by acting as a reminder to adhere to the speed limit. The citywide program has seen a marked decrease in the number of motorists travelling over the speed limit when passing the signs, with an average speed reduction of more than 8 km/h across all sites since the program began in late 2013.

A SAM was installed in the vicinity of number 59 Carrara Street in October 2018. The SAM was effective in this 50 km/h location, with the average speed of motorists who were recorded exceeding the limit dropping by 5 km/h after passing the sign. Council will consider a rotation to this location within the next 12 months with its priority to be determined by Councillor Krista Adams, the Councillor for Holland Park Ward.

Speeding is primarily a behavioural issue which is best handled by enforcement of the Queensland Road Rules by the QPS. Speeding vehicle complaints are able to be mitigated by regular enforcement by the QPS and they can be contacted on 13 HOON (13 46 66).

Please let the other petitioners know of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr David Clarke, Senior Transport Network Officer, Investigations Unit, Transport Network Operations, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3178 5601.

ADOPTED
C
PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL INSTALL TRAFFIC CALMING DEVICES ON HENDERSON STREET, BULIMBA

CA19/472394

133/2019-20
34.
A petition requesting Council install traffic calming devices on Henderson Street, Bulimba, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 28 May 2019, by Councillor Kara Cook, and received.

35.
The Manager, Transport Planning Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

36.
The petition contains 21 signatures. Of the petitioners, 10 live on Henderson Street with the remainder living in other suburbs of the City of Brisbane.

37.
The petitioners are concerned about the volume and noise of vehicles on Henderson Street and are requesting the installation of a local area traffic management scheme, specifically speed platforms, to address this issue.

38.
Henderson Street is a 50 km/h neighbourhood access road providing access to local residential properties. There are two Council bus services operating on Henderson Street. Attachment B (submitted on file) shows a locality map. 

39.
The petitioners’ request for speed bumps to address non-local traffic has been noted. Traffic calming involves the installation of devices such as speed platforms and chicanes to discourage use from non‑local traffic and to moderate vehicle speeds, providing a safer environment for all road users. There is a high demand for traffic calming across the city and Council must prioritise funding to those projects that deliver the greatest benefit in terms of safety and amenity for the wider community. 

40.
Traffic calming schemes are generally installed across a number of streets to stop traffic being reallocated to individual streets. Henderson Street and the other local streets to the north have been listed for future funding of a traffic calming scheme by Councillor Kara Cook, the Councillor for Morningside Ward. Traffic surveys are being undertaken by Council to inform the extent of any scheme and its priority for future funding. However, as funding has not been allocated, no timeframe is available for when these works will be carried out. 

41.
Furthermore, detailed community consultation on proposed plans will be carried out prior to any works being undertaken to ensure that local residents’ feedback is taken into account.

42.
To promote safety through driver awareness and minimise speeding on suburban roads, Council has implemented the Speed Awareness Monitors (SAM) program. SAMs are installed for a minimum of one month and increase motorist awareness of their travelling speed by acting as a reminder to adhere to the speed limit. The citywide program has seen a marked decrease in the number of motorists travelling over the speed limit when passing the signs, with an average speed reduction of more than 8 km/h across all sites since the program began in late 2013.

43.
A SAM was previously installed in Henderson Street for westbound traffic from October 2017 to February 2018, near 45 Henderson Street. The SAM was effective in this 50 km/h location, with the average speed of motorists who were recorded exceeding the limit dropping by 14 km/h after passing the sign. Another SAM footing for eastbound traffic is near 34 Henderson Street. The SAM was most recently in place from October 2018 to January 2019 with the average speed of motorists who were recorded exceeding the limit dropping by 16 km/h. The eastbound sign was reinstated in July 2019 and will be in place for approximately three months. It is anticipated that the sign will assist in moderating vehicle speeds again.

44.
Speeding is primarily a behavioural issue which is best handled by enforcement of the Queensland Road Rules by the Queensland Police Service (QPS). Speeding vehicle complaints are able to be mitigated by regular enforcement by the QPS and they can be contacted on 13 HOON (13 46 66).

Consultation

45.
Councillor Kara Cook, Councillor for Morningside Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.


Customer impact
46.
The response will address the petitioners’ concerns.

47.
The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillor Nicole Johnston abstaining.

48.
RECOMMENDATION:


THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft response

Petition Reference: CA19/472394

Thank you for your petition requesting Council install traffic calming devices on Henderson Street, Bulimba.

Your request for speed bumps to address non-local traffic has been noted. Traffic calming involves the installation of devices such as speed platforms and chicanes to discourage use from non-local traffic and to moderate vehicle speeds, providing a safer environment for all road users. There is a high demand for traffic calming across the city and Council must prioritise funding to those projects that deliver the greatest benefit in terms of safety and amenity for the wider community. 

Traffic calming schemes are generally installed across a number of streets to stop traffic being reallocated to individual streets. Henderson Street and the other local streets to the north have been listed for future funding of a traffic calming scheme by Councillor Kara Cook, the Councillor for Morningside Ward. Traffic surveys are being undertaken by Council to inform the extent of any scheme and its priority for future funding. However, as funding has not been allocated, no timeframe is available for when these works will be carried out. 

Furthermore, detailed community consultation on proposed plans will be carried out prior to any works being undertaken to ensure that local residents’ feedback is taken into account.

To promote safety through driver awareness and minimise speeding on suburban roads, Council has implemented the Speed Awareness Monitors (SAM) program. SAMs are installed for a minimum of one month and increase motorist awareness of their travelling speed by acting as a reminder to adhere to the speed limit. The citywide program has seen a marked decrease in the number of motorists travelling over the speed limit when passing the signs, with an average speed reduction of more than 8 km/h across all sites since the program began in late 2013.

A SAM was previously installed in Henderson Street for westbound traffic from October 2017 to February 2018, near 45 Henderson Street. The SAM was effective in this 50 km/h location, with the average speed of motorists who were recorded exceeding the limit dropping by 14 km/h after passing the sign. Another SAM footing for eastbound traffic is near 34 Henderson Street. The SAM was most recently in place from October 2018 to January 2019 with the average speed of motorists who were recorded exceeding the limit dropping by 16 km/h. The eastbound sign was reinstated in July 2019 and will be in place for approximately three months. It is anticipated that the sign will assist in moderating vehicle speeds again.

Speeding is primarily a behavioural issue which is best handled by enforcement of the Queensland Road Rules by the Queensland Police Service (QPS). Speeding vehicle complaints are able to be mitigated by regular enforcement by the QPS and they can be contacted on 13 HOON (13 46 66).

Please let the other petitioners know of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr David Clarke, Senior Transport Network Officer, Investigations Unit, Transport Network Operations, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3178 5601.

ADOPTED
CITY PLANNING COMMITTEE

Councillor Matthew BOURKE, Chair of the City Planning Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Steven TOOMEY, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 20 August 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Councillor COOK, an item in this report has to deal with a property that you’ve excused yourself in the past, and I’m obligated under the Meetings Local Law to identify that. So you’ve said in the past that you’re conflicted on this site. Could you please make mention of that again? 

Yes please, and excuse yourself.

Declaration of Material Personal Interest in Clause B – PETITIONS – REQUESTING COUNCIL REFUSE THE DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION FOR 54 BEELARONG STREET, MORNINGSIDE (APPLICATION REFERENCE A005003693) – Councillor Kara COOK

Councillor COOK:
Thank you, Mr Chair. So I have a material personal interest in this matter due to—sorry, Item B—due to the proximity of this land to land in which I have an interest and own. Thank you.

Seriatim for debate and voting - Clause B
	At that time the Chair, Councillor Andrew WINES, requested that Clause B, PETITIONS – REQUESTING COUNCIL REFUSE THE DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION FOR 54 BEELARONG STREET, MORNINGSIDE (APPLICATION REFERENCE A005003693), be taken seriatim for debating and voting purposes.


Chair:
Councillor COOK will now excuse herself from item B. 

Councillor Kara COOK retired from the meeting room and associated places for the duration of the debate and voting on Clause B.
Chair:
Councillor BOURKE.

Councillor interjecting. 

Chair:
You’re welcome to speak around the world and item B and then we’ll return for item A.
Councillor BOURKE:
Okay, thanks, Mr Chair. I will just deal with item B. It’s a petition for a development application at 54 Beelarong Street. It’s been—the decision on the development application has been made by Council. The matter is before the court and there’s a petition here from the residents. Just for clarity, I’ll be asked to speak on item A once we’ve dealt with this—
Chair:
Yes, you will. You’ll be invited to speak—
Councillor BOURKE:
I’ll leave the debate there, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers to item B? 

Clause B put
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause B of the report of the City Planning Committee was declared carried on the voices.

Chair:
Mr Peers, could you please invite Councillor COOK to return?


Councillor BOURKE, please on item A.

Councillor BOURKE:
Thanks very much, Mr Chair. The meaty part of last week’s Committee presentation was the development application that was lodged down there in Murarrie for 333 Queensport Road North in Unit 1 and the common property that forms part of this site for a meat processing plant and training facility for AUS‑MEAT Limited.


This is another example of how Brisbane is becoming a world-class training facility for trades and for businesses, and there was a great presentation to the Committee by the Council officers about this particular development and what it is going to add in terms of benefits to local employment, but also those opportunities for training and development.


The Port of Brisbane is the largest port for export of beef out of Queensland, Mr Chairman, so this is ideally located close to that facility. It will provide training in a range of different services and techniques relating to the meat industry, and obviously helps create jobs and expand on this very important trade for our city.


The Committee was taken through the actual development application and the various elements that make up the site. It is reusing the existing building. It is not a new building I have to stress. They are repurposing an existing building and the Committee asked a number of questions relating to the development application.


It is here for a decision by Council and I would encourage all Councillors to support this important industry and the value that it adds to our local economy.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

There being none, I will put the resolution. 
Clause A put
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause A of the report of the City Planning Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Matthew Bourke (Chair), Councillor Steven Toomey (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Jared Cassidy, Ryan Murphy, Angela Owen and Jonathan Sri. 

A
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION UNDER THE PLANNING ACT 2016 – DEVELOPMENT PERMIT – MATERIAL CHANGE OF USE FOR AN EDUCATIONAL ESTABLISHMENT (TRAINING FACILITY) AND MEDIUM IMPACT INDUSTRY B (FOOD PROCESSING – LESS THAN 200 TONNES PER ANNUM) ON LAND AT UNIT 1 AND COMMON PROPERTY, 333 QUEENSPORT ROAD NORTH, MURARRIE
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1.
The Team Manager, Planning Services East, Development Services, City Planning and Sustainability, reports that HPC Urban Design and Planning Pty Ltd, on behalf of Spaceframe Buildings Pty Ltd, AUS-MEAT Limited and the Body Corporate of ‘QPORT 333’, submitted a development application on 2 May 2019. The application was properly made on 13 May 2019.

	Development aspects:
	Material change of use – Development permit 

	General description of proposal:


	Development permit – Material change of use for an Educational establishment (training facility) and Medium impact industry B (food processing – less than 200 tonnes per annum)

	Land in the ownership of:
	AUS-MEAT Limited and the Body Corporate of ‘QPORT 333’

	Address of the site:
	Unit 1 and common property, 333 Queensport Road North, Murarrie

	Described as:
	Lot 1 and common property on SP198243

	Containing an area of:
	11,000 m2


2.
This impact assessable application is over land currently included in the Industry (General industry C) zone under the Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan) and the Hemmant—Lytton neighbourhood plan (no specific precinct). 

3.
The proposal is for the development of an Educational establishment (training facility) within Unit 1 of the existing industrial complex on the site. The use will provide specialist training courses in the Australian agricultural and abattoir industries. The use includes cold storage (carcass chiller), meat processing activities (wet training area) and a dry store and dispatch area. Ancillary uses include conference room, office and amenities. 

4.
The site has a frontage to Queensport Road North and Paringa Road. The site is improved by two existing warehouse buildings which are two storeys in height and comprise a total of 10 tenancies. Unit 1 is located in the northernmost part of the site. Vehicle access is gained via three existing crossovers from Queensport Road North, located on the northern, western and southern boundary. Service vehicles greater than 2.2 m in height access via the western and southern crossovers only. An existing stormwater drain and easement burdens the site along the eastern boundary which prevents vehicle access.
5.
Details are summarised below.

-
Internal refurbishment of part of Unit 1, comprising two storeys and 230 m2 of Gross Floor Area (GFA).

-
The development requires seven car parking spaces of the existing 21 car parking spaces allocated to Unit 1.

-
All vehicle movements to and from the site are via the existing crossovers located on Queensport Road North.

-
Operating hours of 6am to 6pm, Monday to Friday.

-
The training facility caters for 15 students at a time and two staff.

-
Pedestrian entry is to remain from Queensport Road North. 

-
No changes are proposed to the existing established landscaping areas within the common property.

6.
The proposed development has been assessed against the relevant assessment benchmarks and it has been determined that it complies with the relevant provisions of City Plan.

7.
The proposal was subject to impact assessment and public notification was carried out in accordance with the Planning Act 2016. Public notification was carried out from 5 July 2019 to 25 July 2019. No submissions were received in relation to the development proposal.

8.
The Councillor for Doboy, Councillor Lisa Atwood, supports the development proposal.
9.
The Team Manager, Planning Services East, Development Services, City Planning and Sustainability, advises that relevant reports have been obtained to address the assessment criteria, and decision process prescribed by the Planning Act 2016, appropriately justifying the proposal and outlining reasonable and relevant conditions for the approval.

10.
It is recommended that the application be presented to City Planning Committee for a recommendation to Council for approval subject to the approved plans and conditions included in the attached Development Approval Package. The Committee agreed with Council Jonathan Sri abstaining. 
11.
RECOMMENDATION:

As:

(i)
a properly made development application was made on 13 May 2019 to Council pursuant to section 51 of the Planning Act 2016 as follows:

	Development aspects:
	Material change of use – Development permit

	General description of proposal:


	Development permit – Material change of use for an Educational establishment (training facility) and Medium impact industry B (food processing – less than 200 tonnes per annum)

	Land in the ownership of:
	AUS-MEAT Limited and the Body Corporate of ‘QPORT 333’

	Address of the site:
	Unit 1 and common property, 333 Queensport Road North, Murarrie

	Described as:
	Lot 1 and common property on SP198243

	Containing an area of:
	11,000 m2


(ii)
Council is required to assess the application pursuant to Chapter 3, Part 1, section 45(5) and decide the application under Chapter 3, Part 3, Division 2, section 60 of the Planning Act 2016,

then Council: 

(i)
upon consideration of the application and those matters set forth in section 60 of the Planning Act 2016 relevant to the application, Council considers that: 

(a)
the site is within the Urban Footprint of the South East Queensland Regional Plan, and the use is consistent with an Urban Activity

(b)
the proposal does not cause conflict with the States Planning Policies, planning regulation provisions or regional plan

(c)
the proposal is consistent with the general intentions of the City Plan

(d)
the proposal would not create an unreasonable traffic problem, increase a traffic problem or detrimentally affect the efficiency of the road network

(e)
the proposal would not detrimentally affect the amenity of the surrounding area

(f)
the development can be accommodated within the existing essential infrastructure networks

(ii)
considers that where reasonable and relevant conditions imposed on the development, it would be appropriate that the proposed development be approved on the subject land

(iii)
issues a Brisbane City Council Infrastructure Charges Notice for the development pursuant to the Planning Act 2016 and Brisbane Infrastructure Charges Resolution (No. 8) 2019, for the stormwater, community purposes and transport network

(iv)
approves the development application referred to above and subject to the conditions in the attached Development Approval Package to:

(a)
notify the applicant of this decision and issue the applicant the Brisbane City Council Infrastructure Charges Notice

(b)
notify the Central SEQ Distributer-Retailer Authority of the decision and provide the Authority with a copy of the Brisbane City Council Infrastructure Charges Notice

(c)
notify the Councillor for Doboy Ward, Councillor Lisa Atwood, of this decision
(d)
publish notice about decision on the website.
ADOPTED
B
PETITIONS – REQUESTING COUNCIL REFUSE THE DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION FOR 54 BEELARONG STREET, MORNINGSIDE (APPLICATION REFERENCE A005003693)



CA19/627753 and CA19/627774
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12.
Two petitions from residents requesting Council refuse the development application for 54 Beelarong Street, Morningside (application reference A005003693), were presented to the meeting of Council held on 5 March 2019 by Councillor Peter Cumming on behalf of Councillor Kara Cook, and received. 

13.
The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the following information.

14.
The petitions contain a total of 242 signatures. 
15.
The petitioners request for Council to refuse the development application for subdivision (one lot into 23 lots over two stages) over 54 and 133 Beelarong Street, Morningside (application reference A005003693).

16.
The petitioners’ concerns include the following.

-
The proposed development will exacerbate flooding on properties adjacent to and upstream of the proposal.


-
The proposed fill will increase the ground level by more than 1.5 metres.

-
The development does not comply with Performance Outcome PO8 of the Flood overlay code of Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan), which requires filling or excavation to not directly, indirectly, or cumulatively cause any material increase in flooding.

-
More than 3,600 heavy vehicle trips would be required to import fill via the Beelarong Street cul-de-sac, which provides pedestrian access to Balmoral State High School.

-
The land is subject to Brisbane River flooding, creek/waterway flooding, overland flow flooding and storm tide flooding.


-
The developer proposes to fill the site to overcome the flooding issues.


-
There will be a potential increase of trucks and cars in Beelarong Street.

17.
The subject site is located in the Rural zone and Environmental management zone under City Plan and is subject to the River Gateway neighbourhood plan. 

18.
The subject site comprises a total area of 35,070 m2. The predominant built form in the local area is single detached dwellings with a range of heights from one to two storeys. 

19.
A development application was lodged over the land for subdivision (one lot into 23 lots) on 24 August 2018. As the subject site is included in the Rural and Environmental Management zones, the development application for subdivision is impact assessable under the requirements of City Plan and the Planning Act 2016 (the Act).

20.
In accordance with the Act, public notification took place between 7 January and 31 January 2019, with Council receiving 48 submissions of which three were properly made. Following assessment by Council’s Development Services team, including consideration of matters raised by submitters, the application was refused on 5 April 2019.

21.
An appeal against Council’s decision to refuse the application was filed with the Planning and Environment Court on 8 May 2019 (Court reference 1588/19). Council is now obliged to follow the requirements of the Court process.

Consultation

22.
Councillor Kara Cook, Councillor for Morningside Ward, has been consulted and has declined to comment due to a material personal interest. 

23.
The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed.

24.
RECOMMENDATION:


THAT THE PETITIONERS BE ADVISED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE INFORMATION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder. 

Attachment A

Information to be provided to the petitioners

Petition references: CA19/627753 and CA19/627774

Thank you for your petitions requesting Council refuse the proposed development application at 54 Beelarong Street, Morningside (application reference A005003693).

Council notes the issues raised in the petitions including the appropriateness of the land use, flooding, and potential increase in traffic. All the issues raised are planning matters that were taken into consideration during the assessment of the application. 

The subject site is located in the Rural and Environmental Management zones of Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan) and is subject to the River Gateway neighbourhood plan. The subject site comprises a total area of 35,070 m2. The predominant built form in the local area is single detached dwellings with a range of heights from one to two storeys. 

A development application was lodged over the land for subdivision (1 lot into 23 lots) on 24 August 2018. As the subject site is included in the Rural and Environmental Management zones, the development application for subdivision is impact assessable under the requirements of City Plan and the Planning Act 2016 (the Act).

In accordance with the Act, public notification took place between 8 January and 31 January 2019, with Council receiving 48 submissions of which three were properly made. Following assessment by Council’s Development Services team, including consideration of matters raised by submitters, the application was refused on 5 April 2019.

An appeal against Council’s decision to refuse the application was filed with the Planning and Environment Court on 8 May 2019 (Court reference 1588/19). Council is now obliged to follow the requirements of the Court process.

ADOPTED
ENVIRONMENT, PARKS AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE

Councillor Kate RICHARDS, Deputy Chair of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Fiona CUNNINGHAM, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 20 August 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

Councillor RICHARDS.

Councillor RICHARDS:
Thank you, Mr Chair. On 20 August, the Committee received a presentation on South East Queensland Adaptive Drought Response. The presentation highlighted Council’s important role in sustainable water use, involving supporting the community to adopt water saving measures; working collaboratively with SEQ Water and QUU to ensure the Brisbane community has affordable and sustainable water; and also the modelling best water efficiencies practice within our businesses and our clubs.


Council’s history of effective drought responses included Council reduced its own water use by 70% during the Millennium drought. This was largely achieved by initiatives including only irrigating the most significant parks with recycled water, upgrading pools and implementing stormwater harvesting systems.


Council also supported the community with 93,000 rainwater tank rebates and grants to community groups for installing irrigation tanks. During this time, Council also reactivated Enoggera Dam and changed business procedures like how we wash buses and clean streets.


Part of the presentation also acknowledged Council’s commitment on sustainable water use. We continue to seek alternative sources to replace our potable water use. For example, our Water Smart Street Trees pilot was highly effective in reducing potable water use and supporting health for our street tree growth. We now also have 29 stormwater harvesting systems to irrigate Council sports fields and over 100 rainwater tanks installed for community groups.


This presentation provided assurance that as we progress towards the next drought phase, Council has the knowledge and resources to adapt effectively. 


Mr Chair, we also discussed one petition, a petition from residents requesting Council formalise dog off-leash facilities in Davies Park, West End. 


I note that the Leader of the Opposition’s not in the Chamber at the moment, but he actually did ask a question in the E&C report with regard to one of the variances with the Koala Research Centre. His concern was in relation to the threats that koalas have and why the variance, so I just wanted to put on record that the purpose of the carryover is to fund koala research work being undertaken by the Federation University Australia and the University of Queensland.


Council has contracts in place with the Federation University Australia and the University of Queensland for the respected koala research projects. Work is underway for both projects. The Federation University Australia project is well progressed, but both projects are due for completion by June 2020. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Mr Chair. I rise to speak on the petition regarding dog off-leash facilities in Davies Park. I don’t support the recommended response and I think it’s disappointing that Council hasn’t meaningfully engaged with the core concerns that residents are raising. 


We have a fundamental problem in this part of West End, where thousands of additional residents have moved into the neighbourhood, but there’s been no increase in the provision—no meaningful increase in the provision of public greenspace. We’ve had a small park, Bunyapa Park, which is about the size of a standard house block and that’s the only increase in greenspace we’ve had in that whole suburb for years now.


Sorry, I can’t hear the interjections over there, but if you want to ask me a question Councillor McLACHLAN, you’re very welcome to.

Chair:
Please continue, Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
That’s fine.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Sorry, point of order, Chair.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor McLACHLAN.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Does Councillor SRI regard an area of about—
Chair:
No, no, sorry that’s not how—
Councillor McLACHLAN:
Oh through you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
That’s not—yes.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Through you, Mr Chair, I’d like to put a question to Councillor SRI.

Chair:
Councillor SRI will you take a question?

Councillor SRI:
Sure.

Chair:
Councillor McLACHLAN.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Councillor SRI, I gather you believe that a standard house block is about 1,200 square metres from your comments just then.

Chair:
Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Sorry, I didn’t quite hear the question.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
You claimed that a standard—Bunyapa Park is the size of a standard house block, which is my estimation is usually about 400 to 500 square metres. Bunyapa Park is about 1,200 square metres so I’m just wondering how you reached that conclusion.

Chair:
Councillor SRI. Please, Councillor SRI, also remember that the asking of questions actually eats into your time—
Councillor SRI:
Oh sure. Yes, thanks for the question. I think you’re quibbling over semantics—through you, Mr Chair to Councillor McLACHLAN. Most of Bunyapa Park is actually concrete. I think it’s a great little park but the amount of actual greenspace is relatively small.


The broader point though here—and it’s interesting to hear some of the Administration Councillors getting a little bit defensive—is that the provision of greenspace has not kept up with population growth in that part of the Kurilpa peninsula. I think the former Chair of the Parks Committee is well aware that Council is not meeting its own desired standards of service.


We know that for every 1,000 residents, there’s supposed to be 1.2 hectares of local recreation greenspace within the neighbourhood and that simply isn’t the case here in West End. As a result, we’re seeing increased competition and disagreement about how different public spaces should be used.


So in this case, residents have taken to using a soccer field as an informal dog off‑leash area because there’s only two small dog off-leash areas for a population of over 12,000 people, and obviously those two smaller dog off-leash areas are very heavily used. As a result, people are looking for new greenspaces for recreation and for exercise, and that means that our one soccer field in the entire suburb is then having to share space with dog owners.


This is not a sustainable or tenable situation long term. It’s quite clear to me that Council needs to be providing new public greenspaces around the Kurilpa peninsula. It is simply unsatisfactory for Council to continue approving new high density developments without increasing the provision of public greenspaces in that neighbourhood.


I challenge any Councillor in this place to stand up right now and tell me that you think the provision of public greenspaces on the Kurilpa peninsula is sufficient and satisfactory to cater for the amount of population growth we’ve seen in there.


I think all the Administration Councillors in this Chamber would recognise—they don’t want to admit it publicly, but would recognise that there is not enough public greenspace for the amount of people who are moving into that neighbourhood.


Now, if you want to cram people into small cramped apartment blocks where they don’t have their own backyards and where they don’t have their own private greenspaces, you should be providing more public greenspace than you would in suburban areas, where people do have their own backyards.


But in fact, Council is providing even less public greenspace than it does for low density suburban neighbourhoods. That is why I’m so unsatisfied with this petition response, because it simply says to the residents, yes, we understand you don’t have anywhere to exercise your dog, but this is a soccer field so too bad. Rather than saying actually we’re going to deal with your concerns seriously and create new public greenspaces.


The only response that Council seems to offer to residents is to say that we’ve recently upgraded the Orleigh Park dog off-leash area. That’s actually money that I had to allocate from my ward’s trust fund to expand that dog off-leash facility, and a lot of local residents were really frustrated that that dog off-leash park was expanded, because it meant they lost greenspace that would be previously used for other purposes.


So Council is forcing the community to cannibalise greenspace, when it should be providing new public greenspaces. It’s been really interesting to see the local commentary from the community around this issue. I put up a Facebook post about this just under a week ago and it got well in excess of 220 comments. There’s a lot of frustration there from residents who feel like Council hasn’t planned appropriately, hasn’t catered for population growth, hasn’t provided the necessary public greenspace to support a high quality of life, and as a result that’s creating conflict between residents within the community.


I think it is a really—it’s really disappointing that this Council continues to pretend that there’s not a problem here; continues to act as though everything’s fine when we know this is not a sustainable or long term tenable situation.


So I’m very disappointed in the Chair of City Planning because I hold the City Planning portfolio quite responsible for over densifying the neighbourhood, but I’m also extremely disappointed in the LORD MAYOR and, of course, the Chair of Parks for failing to provide the necessary public greenspace to cater for this growing population.


At the very least, Council should be looking for alternative options to cater for the number of dog owners in the area who are seeking spaces to take their dogs, but the Council’s not even doing that. They’re simply saying no to this petition and not offering any solutions. It’s very disappointing.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

There being none, Councillor RICHARDS.

Councillor RICHARDS:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Look I’d just like to correct the record because we have heard some stories from the Councillor for The Gabba, but I just want to put on what actually has happened with that area of this park that we’re talking about.


So Davies Park at West End is zoned as a Sport and recreation district area in the Brisbane City Plan for 2014. Currently, there’s a leaseholder that has tenure for substantial amounts of the area, which is the Southern Suburbs Rugby League Football Club, who have the tenure that is over both the main field, adjoining clubhouse and facilities buildings, and the second soccer field within Davies Park. But there’s also several other leased areas associated with the various rowing facilities along the waterfront section of the park.


Now, what hasn’t been said here today is that there was extensive community consultation that was undertaken in 2017 and again in August 2018 for the Davis Park Improvement project. So the provision of a dog off-leash facility—
Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Would Councillor RICHARDS take a question?

Chair:
Councillor, will you take a question?

Councillor RICHARDS:
No, Mr Chair.

Chair:
No, she declines. 

Councillor RICHARDS.

Councillor RICHARDS:
So part of that extensive community consultation that was undertaken, that the provision of a dog off-leash facility within Davies Park, was not identified by the community during consultation. So isn’t that interesting. We hear this story of how much we need this because of the volume of people moving in the area, yet the community themselves didn’t say they need that facility.


But because this petition has come through, Council officers have investigated and considered the size of the park, the demand and locality and placement of existing facilities in the area. In doing so, they determined that the dog off-leash area within Davies Park does not complement or enhance other recreational use that’s already there.


So in response to the community demand, they invested and extended the dog off‑leash area in Orleigh Park, which is one of two existing facilities already—
Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
I think Councillor RICHARDS is misleading the Chamber when she suggested this actually—
Chair:
No, no, that did not—no, thank you, do not use point orders to debate. 

Councillor RICHARDS.

Councillor RICHARDS:
Thank you, Mr Chair. This is not—this is actually the facts and this is what’s gone through on the petition information, and also what the respondent will receive in writing, Councillor from The Gabba Ward.


So I want to put on the record that it is this Administration—we do listen to the people. We don’t play politics. We are here to help people in the community so that they can enjoy their lifestyle. 


So like I said, recently invested and extended a dog off-leash area in Orleigh Park, which one of two existing dog off-leash areas along the West End and South Brisbane riverfront. Therefore, Council does not intend to formalise a dog off‑leash facility in Davies Park. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order Councillor SRI.
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At that juncture, Councillor Jonathan SRI moved, seconded by Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON, that the Standing Rules be suspended to allow the moving of the following motion(
That this Council rejects the misinformation that the expansion of the Orleigh Park dog park is a satisfactory response to concerns about the inadequacy of dog off-leash areas within the West End peninsula.

Chair:
Councillor SRI you have three minutes to urgency. Can you please limit your comments to why this matter is urgent. 

Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks. Through you, Mr Chair, unfortunately it’s important that we have to bring this motion just to set the record straight, because we’ve just been misled by the previous speaker. I’m not suggesting that that was deliberate. I suspect that Councillor RICHARDS was poorly briefed and misinformed, but the impression that this Chamber has just been presented with is that the Orleigh Park dog park has been expanded in response to the petition, and that is completely untrue.


The Orleigh Park dog park was expanded well before this petition was received by Council, and that was done using ward trust fund money. So it’s really concerning and I want all Councillors in this Chamber to understanding that what has just been suggested by Councillor RICHARDS is not true. It’s simply misinformation.


Hopefully, she will have the good grace to stand up and correct the record, but in case she does not, I think it’s really important that we recognise that this is misinformation and correct the public record, because I’m concerned—
Councillor RICHARDS:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order Councillor RICHARDS.

Councillor RICHARDS:
Claim to be misrepresented.

Chair:
Thank you. 

Councillor SRI:
Sure. I don’t want to labour the point, Mr Chair. It’s quite clear that the Orleigh Park dog park was not upgraded in response to this petition and we need to set the record straight on that.

Chair:
Yes. Look Councillors, there appears to be a new trend for people using urgency motions to relitigate the point immediately after another Councillor has spoken. I would prefer if you limited that to only things that are necessarily urgent.


Councillor RICHARDS, you had a claim to be misrepresented.
Councillor RICHARDS:
Yes, Mr Chair. I just want to put clearly back on the record that I did not—I was not misinformed and the information that is going to be supplied to the petitioner is that Council has recently invested—
Chair:
No, no, no, no. Again please do not use special speeches to relitigate arguments already made in the meeting. So please limit your comments to what the misrepresentation was and how you’re correcting it. Please do not use this as an opportunity to counterpoint what Councillor SRI was saying.

Councillor RICHARDS:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I’m just pulling back saying that what was said by the Councillor for The Gabba Ward was incorrect. What I actually did state about that dog off-leash area was that Council had responded to the community demand, and recently invested in and extended the dog off-leash area in Orleigh Park to support the two existing dog off-leash areas along the West End, South Brisbane riverfront area. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Alright. Now Councillors we’ll now put the resolution—
Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Chair:
—in the matter of urgency. Councillor JOHNSTON you had a point of order.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
No, I’m sorry.

Chair:
I’m now putting the resolution on the matter of urgency proposed by Councillor SRI. 
The Chair submitted the motion for the suspension of the Standing Rules to the Chamber and it was declared lost on the voices.
Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr Speaker.

Chair:
Point of order Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Mr Speaker, I seek leave to suspend standing orders—
Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, I appreciate you elevating my status, but I’m in the Chair.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
What did I say? Oh I’m sorry, Mr Chair.

Chair:
That’s alright.
137/2019-20

At that juncture, Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON moved, seconded by Councillor Steve GRIFFITHS, that the Standing Rules be suspended to allow the moving of the following motion(
That this Council reverses the cut from $37,000 per annum to $20,000 per annum for the Peaks to Points Festival, and restores full funding as per previous years for the next three years.
Chair:
The rules allow for urgency motions to be used in this manner, but I do not think that it’s favourable that Councillors use urgency motions to litigate points that should have been made earlier in the meeting. I will allow this because it’s in the rules, however, if this becomes a trend I will view it as an act of disorder. 


To the urgency of this item please.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, thank you. I thought this was the appropriate place in the meeting today to raise this important issue, because we’re debating the issues of importance to our Council in the Parks, Environment and Sustainability Committee.


It’s been brought to my attention earlier today that the LNP Administration has shamefully cut the annual budget for the Peaks to Points Festival from $37,000 per annum to $20,000. That’s almost a 50% cut.


Previously they had $37,000 per year for four years. They’ve now only been offered by Council $20,000 per year for three years. They have been given until 13 September to accept this offer. They’ve not been given any reason for this massive, almost 50% cut in the funding.


It is a shameful decision of this Council to cut the southside’s premier environmental and sustainability festival run by one of our most distinguished environmental groups, the Oxley Creek Catchment Association (OCCA).


This is an organisation that works extremely hard for our community, and they have advised me and Councillor GRIFFITHS that they will be unable to run the festival in the form that it’s had, which is an enormously wonderful event over two weeks, which involves all the local bushcare groups, on-site tours, family fun days; all of these wonderful activities that they may not be able to do in future because of an almost 50% cut.


Now, why they’re cutting this festival when this Council is saying—
Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, I appreciate that you’re leading more to the substantive material of the motion. Can you please talk about why this matter is urgent, why it must be dealt with now.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
It’s urgent because this Administration has just written to one of our most important environmental groups cutting their funding. They’ve given them only a few days in which to respond to this ultimatum and that is unfair and wrong.


This urgency motion is necessary now so that we can restore full funding for the Peaks to Points Festival. It covers the whole of the southside. It is an extremely significant event and OCCA do a wonderful job running it.


It is at risk because the LNP Administration, who are out there claiming that they are investing in the future of Oxley Creek on one hand, are cutting the funding for the actual practical events that are happening in our community.


That is not acceptable to me, it is not acceptable to Councillor GRIFFITHS and we think it is an urgent and important matter for consideration and full debate by Council today. I urge all Councillors to vote for this motion.

The Chair submitted the motion for the suspension of the Standing Rules to the Chamber and it was declared lost on the voices.
Thereupon, Councillors Nicole JOHNSTON and Steve GRIFFITHS immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
AYES: 7 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Peter CUMMING, and Councillors Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 17 -
Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Amanda COOPER, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.

Chair:
Councillor RICHARDS, have you concluded your remarks? 

Thank you, I’ll now put the resolution on the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee report. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Fiona Hammond (Chair), Councillor Kate Richards (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Fiona Cunningham, Steve Griffiths, Nicole Johnston and James Mackay. 

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – SOUTH EAST QUEENSLAND ADAPTIVE DROUGHT RESPONSE

138/2019-20
1.
Elizabeth Sisson, Water, Energy and Environmental Systems Manager, Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability, attended the meeting to provide an update on the South East Queensland Adaptive Drought Response. She provided the information below.

2.
A map illustrating the water infrastructure network in South East Queensland (SEQ) was presented to the Committee. 

3.
Seqwater is SEQ’s bulk water authority, managing the water grid, controlling bulk water supply and treatment plans, and planning for droughts and long-term water security. Queensland Urban Utilities (QUU) is the local water retailer, supplying drinking water, recycled water and sewerage services to households and businesses across the network. Working together with Seqwater and QUU, Council’s role is to support the community, advocate for affordable water supplies, support community messaging and role model best practice.

4.
The Committee was presented with a diagram outlining the SEQ adaptive drought response approach. The diagram identifies various stages of drought response ranging from ‘Water Efficiency Awareness’ to ‘Drought Contingency’ and includes a series of actions to maintain adequate water supplies for when the volume of water reaches certain levels. Currently, the combined dam levels in SEQ fall within the ‘Drought Readiness’ stage. Accordingly, Seqwater has commenced water efficiency messaging across the community.

5.
Council’s commitment to sustainable water use is reflected in Brisbane. Clean, Green, Sustainable 2017-2031. The goal is to ensure ‘Brisbane is a resilient, water smart city that uses water sustainably and protects its waterways’. 

6.
During the Millennium drought, Council reduced water use by 70% through various sustainable water strategies. Brisbane residents also actively contributed to water use reduction throughout the drought and have since maintained a water efficient lifestyle, with Brisbane’s residential water consumption per capita recorded as the lowest of any capital city in Australia.

7.
A chart was presented to the Committee which identified that between March 2018 and February 2019 the water usage recorded across Council sites included parks (47%), pools (21%), golf courses (5%), depots (4%), venues and malls (4%), cemeteries (3%) and libraries (2%).

8.
To maintain sustainable water use, Council monitors, reduces and replaces potable water use with water efficient devices and processes, and fit‑for‑purpose sustainable water sources. 
9.
In June 2013, Council commenced the five-year Water Smart Street Tree pilot program to replace the use of potable water for street tree irrigation. The program involved 134 tree plantings across the city with variations of infrastructure to direct stormwater into the base of garden beds. In addition to providing water for irrigation, this also improves tree health and the quality and quantity of stormwater. New designs have since been incorporated into regular tree plantings across Council.

10.
Council also invests in alternate water capture initiatives. Examples include:

-
the installation of 29 stormwater harvesting assets in Council sports fields

-
the installation of more than 100 rainwater tanks by community groups and sports clubs with the aid of Council grants

-
the installation of more than 90,000 rainwater tanks in residential homes with the aid of Council rebates

-
capturing and storing large volumes of stormwater for reuse onsite (Mt Coot‑tha Quarry, Botanic Gardens and St Lucia golf course).

11.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Ms Sisson for her informative presentation.

12.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED
B
PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL FORMALISE DOG OFF-LEASH FACILITIES IN DAVIES PARK, WEST END



CA19/472361

139/2019-20
13.
A petition from residents, requesting Council formalise dog off-leash facilities in Davies Park, West End, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 28 May 2019, by Councillor Steve Griffiths on behalf of Councillor Jonathan Sri, and received.

14.
The A/Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the following information.

15.
The petition contains 85 signatures.

16.
Davies Park, West End, is zoned as Sport and recreation (District) in Brisbane City Plan 2014. The Southern Suburbs Rugby League Football Club holds legal tenure in the form of a lease over the main field, adjoining clubhouse and facilities buildings, and the second (soccer) field within Davies Park. There are several other leased areas associated with the various rowing facilities along the waterfront section of the park.

17.
Council is currently delivering the Davies Park improvement project. Extensive community consultation was undertaken in 2017 and August 2018. The provision of dog off-leash facilities within Davies Park was not identified by the community during consultation.  

18.
Council has considered the size of the park, demand, locality and placement of existing facilities in the area. It is determined that a dog off-leash area within Davies Park does not complement or enhance other recreation opportunities in the park. However, in response to community demand, Council has recently invested in and extended the dog off-leash area in Orleigh Park, which is one of two existing dog off-leash areas along the West End/South Brisbane riverfront. Therefore, Council does not intend to formalise dog off-leash facilities in Davies Park.

Consultation

19.
Councillor Jonathan Sri, Councillor for The Gabba Ward, has been consulted and does not support the recommendation.

20.
The A/Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillors Steve Griffiths and Nicole Johnston abstaining.
21.
RECOMMENDATION:


THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE PETITIONERS.

Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA19/472361

Thank you for your petition requesting that Council formalise dog off-leash facilities in Davies Park, West End.

Council has completed investigations and considered your request. It was decided that the petitioners be advised of the following information.

Davies Park, West End, is zoned as Sport and recreation (District) in Brisbane City Plan 2014. The Southern Suburbs Rugby League Football Club hold legal tenure in the form of a lease over both the main field, adjoining clubhouse and facilities buildings, and the second (soccer) field within Davies Park. There are also several other leased areas associated with the various rowing facilities along the waterfront section of the park.

As you may be aware, Council is currently delivering the Davies Park improvement project. Extensive community consultation was undertaken in 2017 and August 2018. The provision of dog off-leash facilities within Davies Park, was not identified by the community during consultation. 

Council has considered the size of the park, demand, locality and placement of existing facilities in the area. It is determined that a dog off-leash area within Davies Park does not complement or enhance other recreation opportunities in the park. However, in response to community demand, Council has recently invested in and extended the dog off-leash area in Orleigh Park, which is one of two existing dog off-leash areas along the West End/South Brisbane riverfront. Therefore, Council does not intend to formalise dog off-leash facilities in Davies Park.

Should you have further questions regarding this matter, please contact Mr Anton Trenorden, 
Senior Policy and Planning Officer, Parks Network Planning, Parks Policy and Planning, Parks and Natural Resources Team, Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability, on (07) 3403 4644.

ADOPTED
FIELD SERVICES COMMITTEE 

Councillor Vicki HOWARD, Chair of the Field Services Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Kim MARX, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 20 August 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

Councillor HOWARD.

Councillor HOWARD:
Just very briefly, Chair. We had a presentation on Stage 2 of the Old Cleveland Road, Greenslopes, by the Acting Manager of Construction, and Stage 1 of this project was completed in the 2016-17 financial year and Council is currently delivering Stage 2, which involves upgrading the stormwater infrastructure along Old Cleveland Road, Greenslopes.


This upgrade will ensure that the stormwater system is able to withstand a Q10 storm event. It was interesting to learn about the innovative methods Council is using to upgrade our stormwater infrastructure and, in particular, the pipe tracking system that is being used in this project.


This pipe tracking system is really interesting because it allows Council to install pipes underneath roads using something similar to almost a keyhole surgery approach, whereby officers cut out a small section of the road and use the pipe tracking system to install the pipe underground without digging up the whole road.


It’s a great innovation that helps Council deliver important infrastructure upgrades, whilst minimising the impact for residents we’d usually experience with older, more traditional methods.


We also learned about the different designs and the scope of works required for water main relocations. It was great to hear about the equipment and procedures we have in place to support our officers in carrying out these important works, to ensure that every possible precaution is taken to ensure their safety.


So I’d just like to thank our talented and dedicated officers who work tirelessly year round to maintain and upgrade the network, to ensure that our infrastructure is able to meet the demands of our growing New World City, and again commend this report to the Chamber.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

There being none, I’ll put the resolution. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Field Services Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Vicki Howard (Chair), Councillor Kim Marx (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Lisa Atwood, Kara Cook, Steven Huang and Charles Strunk.

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – DRAINAGE – STAGE 2 – OLD CLEVELAND ROAD, GREENSLOPES

140/2019-20
1.
Fred Tilden, A/Manager, Construction, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, attended the meeting to provide an update on Drainage – Stage 2 – Old Cleveland Road, Greenslopes. He provided the information below.

2.
The Committee was advised that stage 2A of the three-stage stormwater system upgrade project is constructed to a standard to cope with a Q10 storm event. Stage 1 was completed in 2016-17. Stages 2A and 2B have a project budget of $2.5 million. 

3.
An illustration of the pipe-jacking method for installation on Old Cleveland Road was shared with the Committee. Further work locations include Ellis Street, Knowsley Street, Jubilee Street, Rialto Street and Raby Road.

4.
The Committee was shown three detailed illustrations on the scope of work, along with images of existing services relating to a water main relocation, including existing water main services prior to pipe installation, a service location device, and new pipe installation underneath existing services. 

5.
The Committee was also shown images of construction activities such as:

· using a ring saw to cut a manhole in sections

· stormwater pipe installation underneath an existing trunk main

· manhole and gully construction

· water and sewer relocations. 

6.
A number of construction challenges were noted such as:

· the requirement to use trench boxes to keep employees safe in excavation depths of 1.5 metres

· proximity of existing services including water, sewer, gas and communication cables

· traffic management requirements 

· construction noise impacts for local residents. 

7.
Construction progress completed in 2018-19 included:

· manhole, gullies and pipe laying in Jubilee Street, Raby Road and half of Rialto Street 

· relocation of water and sewer mains.

8.
Next steps for 2019-20 include:

· delivering remaining works in Rialto Street and Knowsley Street

· relocation of water and sewer mains

· installation of new sewer main.

9.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Mr Tilden for his informative presentation.

10.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED
COMMUNITY, ARTS AND LIFESTYLE COMMITTEE

Councillor Peter MATIC, Chair of the Community, Arts and Lifestyle Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Fiona CUNNINGHAM, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 20 August 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there a debate Councillor MATIC? 


Any other Councillors? 


I will now put the Report. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Community, Arts and Lifestyle Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Peter Matic (Chair), Councillor Fiona Cunningham (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Kara Cook, Peter Cumming, Tracy Davis and Kate Richards. 

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – QUEENSLAND MUSIC FESTIVAL

141/2019-20
1.
Miriam Kent, Manager, Connected Communities, Lifestyle and Community Services, attended the meeting to provide an update on the Queensland Music Festival (the festival). She provided the information below.

2.
The festival is a state-wide festival held every second year in July and prides itself on making a difference by partnering with peak bodies and using music as a platform to enact social change. The event is the largest live music festival in the world, based on its geographical reach, festival duration, attendance and participation. The event:

-
provides significant social and cultural impact through strong community engagement and outreach programs

-
delivers world-class entertainment and high-profile performance and touring opportunities for Brisbane’s creative workforce.

3.
In 2019, the festival ran between 5 and 28 July, and:

-
produced more than 800 live music experiences 

-
offered 23 Brisbane events, including five free events

-
attracted more than 18,000 participants.

4.
This year’s festival offered something for everyone; ranging from intimate and bespoke concerts to world premieres and large outdoor opera productions, culminating in a mass community participation project, Help Is On Its Way.

5.
The event Play me, I’m Yours was one of this year’s highlights and was launched in Reddacliff Place on 2 July 2019. It featured 20 pianos, which were painted by Brisbane artists and community groups. Following the launch, the pianos were placed around Brisbane, from Inala to Shorncliffe. The following community groups participated in the event.

-
Access Arts

-
Brisbane Malayalee Association

-
Brisbane Youth Service

-
Burnie Brae

-
Digi Youth Arts

-
The Good Food Project

-
Inala Wangarra

-
Queensland Children’s Hospital

-
Art Gang

-
50 Plus Centre.

6.
Other highlights included the following events:

-
Frank and Fearless

-
Mission Songs

-
The Little Green Road to Fairyland

-
The Genius of John Rodgers

-
Singing Our Songlines

-
On Song @ Green Jam

-
Help Is On Its Way.

7.
Help Is On Its Way brought together thousands of people across Queensland and Australia in a national choir initiative that fostered dialogue around positive men’s mental health issues. This mass choir event was led by Dr Jonathon Welch AM, with special guests Busby Marou, The McClymonts, Travis Collins, and two-time ARIA (Australian Record Industry Association) Hall of Fame inductee, Glenn Shorrock. The event took place across 11 days and nine locations, culminating in a spectacular event held on 27 July 2019 at the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre, with the choir singing the powerful anthem ‘Help Is On Its Way’. This moving concert was live-streamed, with many community groups hosting their own concert and participating in this unique choral experience.

8.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Ms Kent for her informative presentation.

9.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED
FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE

Councillor Adam ALLAN, Chair of the Finance and Administration Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor David McLACHLAN, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 20 August 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

Councillor ALLAN.
Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Last week in the Finance and Administration Committee meeting, we had a presentation from the Disaster Management Manager on the My Resilient Schools program. The My Resilient Schools program is a program run by Brisbane City Council and the SES to students in grade 5 and grade 6.


The program consists of two 40-minute sessions that are run ahead of the storm season to teach children how to sandbag properties, prepare their homes for emergency events, identify different weather warnings and create emergency plans. As part of the program, every student gets their own take home kit which includes activity books that teach them about different types of weather events and how to prepare, as well as informational flyers—all of which is packaged in a weather proof pouch which doubles as an important document pouch with a checklist on what important documents you should put in the pouch so it is accessible in the event of an emergency.


We had these kits available for everyone in the Committee so they could be seen and obviously to get a sense of what children are actually taking home with them from the program. The program has been exceptionally popular with schools in Brisbane with 51 different schools participating in the program last year, which is more than 2,500 students. We even heard that there is interest from schools outside the Brisbane Local Government Area. The program is free for schools and students and anyone can register their school on Council’s website by searching for My Resilient Schools program.


While I addressed this issue last week, the program costs approximately $13,000 depending on how many schools participate and is funded from the Queensland Government’s Get Ready grant funding. We also had a Committee report being the financial reports for the June year ended, June 2019, and I’ll leave further debate to the Chamber.

Chair:
Further speakers? 


There being none—Councillor OWEN?


I’ll put the resolution. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the Finance and Administration Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Adam Allan (Chair), Councillor David McLachlan (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Peter Cumming, Kim Marx, Ryan Murphy and Charles Strunk.
A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – MY RESILIENT SCHOOLS PROGRAM

142/2019-20
1.
Peter Jeffrey, Manager, Disaster Management, City Administration and Governance, attended the meeting to provide an update on the My Resilient Schools program (the program). He provided the information below.

2.
The program is available to all primary schools within the Brisbane Local Government Area and was first developed in 2017 by Council’s Disaster Management branch (DM). DM partners with the State Emergency Service (SES) for SES volunteers to deliver the program via two 40‑minute sessions to school students in Years 5 and 6.

3.
The aim of the program is to provide students with information that complements their core curriculum. Students are provided take home packs to encourage conversation with their caregivers about how to be better prepared and more resilient. This fosters a resilient community that recovers well in the event of a natural disaster.

4.
Students are also provided with information to help them understand their risks and hazards in order to prepare for and mitigate the impacts of natural disasters. Students work through a range of activities that provide information about:

-
sandbagging

-
emergency kits

-
different types of weather warnings

-
how to help prepare their homes, families and pets

-
emergency plans. 

5.
Fifty-six SES volunteers have been trained to present the program to schools. During 2018‑19, the volunteers presented 164 program sessions.

6.
Photos of SES volunteers delivering the program at various schools were shown to the Committee.

7.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Mr Jeffrey for his informative presentation. 

8.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED
B
COMMITTEE REPORT – FINANCIAL REPORTS (RECEIVABLES, RATES, PAYABLES, PROVISIONS AND MALLS) FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 2019

134/695/317/929

143/2019-20
9.
Bill Lyon, Divisional Manager, Organisational Services, provided a detailed report, submitted on file, on Council’s position relating to accounts receivable, rates, accounts payable, provisions and malls for the year ended June 2019.

10.
The Chair and the Committee noted the report. The financial report on Council’s position relating to accounts receivable, rates, accounts payable, provisions and malls for the year ended June 2019 is now presented for noting by Council.

11.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE REPORT, as submitted on file, BE NOTED. 

ADOPTED
PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS:

Chair:
Councillors, are there any petitions? 

Councillor MACKAY.

Councillor MACKAY:
Chair, I have a petition about a tree to be saved in Indooroopilly.

Chair:
Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
Yes two petitions, one in relation to Beelarong Street at Morningside and the other one in relation to Walnut Street at Wynnum.

Chair:
Councillor STRUNK.

Councillor STRUNK:
You won’t need that other one.

Chair:
Councillor, can you please put your microphone on, sorry. Please turn your microphone on, sorry.

Councillor STRUNK:
Thank you.

Chair:
Please start again.

Councillor STRUNK:
Okay. I tender this petition on behalf of the Councillor for Morningside, Councillor COOK. The petition has been signed by some of the youngest members of the Morningside Ward asking for an off-leash dog park to be established in Merry Street Park.

Chair:
Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Oh yes thanks, Mr Chair. I have a petition to Council requesting that the LNP and the Mayor actually negotiate with the State to give the land for koala habitat at Toohey Forest.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Oh yes, I have a petition from about 80 residents calling on Council to buyback property at 143 Hyde Road, Yeronga, to create more parkland and greenspace following the LORD MAYOR’s announcement.

Chair:
Councillors, can I have a resolution to receive the petitions?

144/2019-20
It was resolved on the motion of Councillor Kate RICHARDS, seconded by Councillor Charles STRUNK, that the petitions as presented be received and referred to the Committee concerned for consideration and report.

The petitions were summarised as follows:

	File No.
	Councillor
	Topic

	CA19/809932
	James Mackay
	Requesting Council place a preservation order on a mature leopard tree located at 15-17 Priory Street, Indooroopilly.

	CA19/765296
	Peter Cumming
	Requesting Council defend against the appeal by the developer of the subdivision proposed for 54 and 133 Beelarong Street, Morningside.

	CA19/809959
	Peter Cumming
	Requesting Council take urgent action to remove two shipping containers stored at 85 Walnut Street, Wynnum.

	CA19/810035
	Charles Strunk on behalf of Kara Cook
	Requesting Council install a dog park in Merry Street Park, Bulimba.

	CA19/810074
	Steve Griffiths
	Requesting Council negotiate the purchase of land owned by the State Government at 266 Mt Gravatt Road; 18, 19, 41 and 51 Don Young Road; 30 Forest Circuit; and 10, 19, 20, 29 and 30 Innovation Circuit, Nathan, for incorporation into Toohey Forest Park to protect existing koala habitat and significant flora and fauna located in this area.

	CA19/810188
	Nicole Johnston
	Requesting Council purchase the property at 143 Hyde Road, Yeronga, to create more parkland and greenspace.


GENERAL BUSINESS:

Chair:
Councillors, are there any matters of general business? 

Are there any statements required as a result of the Councillor Conduct Review Panel order? 


General Business? 


Councillor ATWOOD.

Councillor ATWOOD:
Thank you, Mr Chairman. As I was running across the Story Bridge with more than 25,000 other Brisbanites, I couldn’t help but be grateful and proud of where I live. The essence of our city is putting others first, making the most of our sunny weather and coming together to support a great cause. I want to thank the Bridge to Brisbane for putting on another great event and raising more than $816,000 for charities such as MS Queensland, Beyond Blue, Foodbank, the Cancer Council Queensland, Guide Dogs Queensland, Mater Foundation, Ronald McDonald House and many, many more.


I also want to thank the major sponsors including us, the Brisbane City Council, The Sunday Mail, the Queensland Government and Channel Nine, Transurban, Triple M, Brooks, The Westin Brisbane and Anytime Fitness for providing great support for this event. It was incredible to be amongst newborns being pushed in their prams, older Australians using walkers or little eight year old Connor Mathewson, who smashed the records.


This year, I was honoured to run the Bridge to Brisbane in my baggy greens for the Wynnum Manly Cricket Club, but my efforts for the club were quickly overshadowed by a terrific achievement from a club member, 20 year old student and keen cricketer, Callum Davies, who won this year’s five kilometre race. Congratulations Callum, who finished the race with an incredible time of 14:48.


It has been an absolute pleasure to get to know the Wynnum Manly Cricket Club over the past few months and support their great work. Just this past weekend, President Graham Mapri offered the club’s fields free of charge for a three day tournament for Australia, New Zealand and Samoans to compete against each other in a traditional Samoan cricket match, with all funds raised going towards the fight against domestic abuse in Samoa. I look forward to competing in next year’s Bridge to Brisbane with my young family, so hundreds of charities across our great City can continue to carry out their incredible work. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers? 


Councillor STRUNK.

Councillor STRUNK:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Listen, I rise to speak in regards to an event of some magnitude in my ward that happened last week. Of course the LORD MAYOR made an announcement at the last sitting in regards to the Forest Lake strategic management plan which has been brought down to look after the lake in my ward and of course the parkland precinct around.


It’s been some time in the making for it and I’d just like to acknowledge some of the team members that took part in putting the plan together. Tony Weber, one of Australia’s leading practitioners of catchment modelling and of course Professor David Hamilton of QUT (Queensland University of Technology), again one of our leading scientists in this area. Council officer, I suppose, Cath Thrupp, as well as Dr Craig Chargulaf, who was also a member of that team that put together the Forest Lake strategic management plan.

There were other people from within my ward that took part as a working group to help inform the strategic management plan. Quite amazingly—after reading through it twice because it’s quite comprehensive and I’m not certainly a scientist—but it was written in a way that it was quite understandable and something you could sort of grab onto—grapple onto—most of the points that were being made by these experts in these fields. 


Quite frankly, the bottom line is that the lake itself, there is no silver bullet that’s going to be undertaken that’s going to solve the lake—the quality of the water in the lake overnight. It’s going to take a number of seasons, but really what it boiled down was it’s not going to be treated with necessarily chemicals or a mechanisation inserted to the lake to increase the oxygen level, but what it will actually do is to help mother nature do what it does best and that is look after the environment.


The reason this all came about was because we have some really great grass root advocates within my ward—and it’s just not the residents of Forest Lake because many of the other suburbs surrounding Forest Lake use that space to recreate, whether it’s for just walking the dog around the lake or walking themselves around to try to take a bit of weight off or to bring the family down for a picnic at some of the lovely venues around the lake.


I just want to acknowledge some of those people that was on the Forest Lake Action Group, Marta and Hamish, and Greg, Lisa and Shane—those people really put their heart and soul into trying to get this lake to a standard that was in place some 20 or 15 years ago, I suppose, it would be now. The original plan came down in 2006 at the handover and, really, successive administrations have sort of dropped the ball and now that’s to an end. The money was announced last week and sometime before as well that it would be about $1 million spent, but it may end up maybe a little bit more than that depending upon the quotes that come back.


Listen the whole process of the lake and how it is going to be restored right from the protest group and the rally we had at the amphitheatre and then the delegation of a number of these people from the Forest Lake Action Group that went along and saw the LORD MAYOR, really is something that’s just wonderful to be a part of as the local Councillor. It’s probably one of the reasons that I got involved with local government because, really as a local Councillor, you can do something every day to make a difference in someone’s lives and sometimes multiple people’s lives—whether it was the Struggle Street issue a couple of years ago that the people from Inala got really passionate about—that we were able to actually give them—public—to modify that program that was probably going to come through on series two—to a number of other issues that happened right around the ward that people really want to see action taken.


It’s to say it really was a wonderful process, the strategic management plan here, and it’s just really satisfying that those people that really got passionate along with myself and, of course, Milton Dick, the Federal Member, and even our Premier, wanted to see this particular beautiful piece of Brisbane restored to its former glory. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers? 


Councillor MARX. 

Councillor MARX:
Thank you, Chair. I rise to speak on two topics briefly, one is the Warrigal Road, Bellmead Road and Plum Street intersection upgrade, and the Gold Star, Little Star reading program. I just want to start by saying a huge thank you to all the Council officers that were involved in the massive undertaking of the Warrigal Road, Bellmead and Plum Street intersection upgrade. This was a more than a $4 million upgrade which was jointly funded with by Council and the Australian Federal Government as part of a Roads to Recovery program.


I know that the Council officers experienced some difficulties and I want to thank them for all the effort they put in in handling those difficulties with great aplomb and I take my hat off to you. I don’t think anything further needs to be said other than that all the work is pretty much done and the residents that actually live in the area, and are partaking through that area, are extremely pleased and happy with the work that was undertaken.


The other one is the Gold Star, Little Star reading program. I want to thank Kylie, who’s the librarian Council officer out there—what do they call them—Team Leaders—that’s it, that’s the new word—Team Leaders at Sunnybank Hills Library, for her and her staff and how they have handled the reading programs that we’ve had over—we’ve had two so far and we’ve got a third to come. We have had over 900 participants register to take part in that program in the Sunnybank Hills Library, which I think is pretty much a record. I’m really thrilled with how many children still love to read and particularly the parents who take the time to listen to or read to their children—I make a point of thanking them every single time. But again mainly Kylie and all your staff out there, you just handle these huge crowds with wonderful ease and I appreciate all the work you do. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers? 


Councillor MACKAY.

Councillor MACKAY:
Thanks, Chair. Tonight I rise to speak about the Walter Taylor Bridge and first of all congratulations to those Council officers who spend so many dedicated hours maintaining this bridge. They see it as a pride of passion which is great. Now, as we all know, the Walter Taylor Bridge is about a kilometre south of the congested Moggill Road, Coonan Street intersection. The Council officers say the bridge has about 50 years of life and I’ll tell you why, Chair, that’s because the Brisbane City Council officers spend so much dedicated time looking after this beautiful bridge.


Now as you may know, Chair, the cables on the Walter Taylor Bridge are actually from the Sydney Harbour Bridge construction.
Councillor interjecting

Councillor MACKAY:
I’ll take that interjection. I’ll get back to that, why that’s relevant though.


So there is a program of maintenance occurring for the Walter Taylor Bridge over the next 12 months. It includes things such as cable anchorage repainting, under bridge works, under bridge painting, bird proofing the bridge, designing a south tower river scour. Now I’m not exactly sure what that is, Chair, but I understand it’s a device that assists the bank from being further eroded, so that can only be good.


Now, the next thing that’s happening are the road surface repairs and they’re occurring in the September school holidays. If there are night works required, Chair—and road closures are required then I’m assured that there’ll be a stop and go system as there was for the recent cable fixing maintenance. You know what, Chair? I sat in traffic there—it was terrible. It was all of about three and a half minutes so the guys did a really good job at the stop and go. There were some other people in this Chamber who were trying to stir up a bit of local angst and a bit of scare campaign about how bad the traffic would be, but there was no traffic, Chair, three and a half minutes I reckon—and I drove specifically to see how bad it was. I’m told the same program will be in effect for this maintenance which is fantastic—it went really well. We even had congratulations to the officers for doing it so well.


Now, I need to tell you that the original deck on the bridge happened to be wooden planks and that was pulled up and replaced with lightweight concrete. They just need to go and maintain them and make sure they’re all operating. They don’t use standard asphalt just to keep to the weight down.


I had a guy come to the ward office the other day, Chair, and he told me a fascinating story when he was a young fellow living in Rankin Street, just down the road from the Walter Taylor Bridge. It was, I think, he said 1965 or 1968 and the toll was coming off the bridge, so he went up and he was there at midnight on the Wednesday when the toll came off the bridge. That’s a big moment and Brisbane City Council has been maintaining that bridge for traffic for commuters and so on ever since.


Now, let’s get back to the Sydney Harbour Bridge cables, why this is important. Well, Chair, you may see on the Kurilpa Bridge for instance there are funny little protrusions coming out of the bridge. They’re like shapes with holes in them and that’s so they can put extra cables down to tie them so they can adjust the cables. You can’t do that on the Walter Taylor Bridge so those cables are there for the life of the bridge. You can’t replace them and that’s why they spend so much time maintaining it.


Another thing they spend a lot of time and effort looking after are the main bearings and these are four shapes—steel shapes—that sit underneath the road plank to sort of take the weight of the bridge. My understanding is these have never been replaced and they’re getting replaced next year. It’s a massive undertaking, there’s lots of research going into how it should best occur and there will be night closures required—I’m sure they use the same system. But the people of Brisbane should rest assured that the grand old bridge, the Walter Taylor Bridge, is being very well looked after and congratulations to those officers who are spending so much time.


The addition of the Indooroopilly Riverwalk under the LORD MAYOR Adrian SCHRINNER, will add fantastic resources for cycling and pedestrians so you won’t have to ride on the Walter Taylor Bridge—you shouldn’t anyway, you could use the Jack Pesch cycle bridge—but the Indooroopilly Riverwalk will assist the cyclists and keep the traffic going on Walter Taylor Bridge.

Councillors interjecting.
Chair:
Further General Business? 


Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Mr Chair. Speaking of whipping up the air and about excessive traffic disruption, I just wanted to note that the Administration today wasted a lot of Council resources trying to take me to court to prevent the peaceful protest that’s occurring tomorrow morning.


I just want to let everyone know that I hold no hard feelings towards the LORD MAYOR personally and that my offer to organise the protest at the open space at the end of Queen Street Mall remains on the table. So, we’ve offered repeatedly to the Council Administration that rather than blocking Edward Street tomorrow morning and rather than marching down Edward Street, we are quite willing to compromise and gather in the open space at the bottom of the mall and march through Queen Street Mall, in order to reduce the traffic impacts. That offer has been made repeatedly to the Council and I just want to reiterate that that offer stands. So, the ball is in Council’s court and if Council refuses that offer to instead take the protest through the mall, it’s on Council’s head if there are negative traffic impacts tomorrow morning.

Chair:
Further speakers?


There being none, I declare the meeting closed.
QUESTIONS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN:

(Questions of which due notice has been given are printed as supplied and are not edited)

Submitted by Councillor Steve Griffiths (received on 22 August 2019)
Q1.
Please complete the following table of Cabcharges for all Chairs, and the Lord Mayor from 30 March 2016 until 30 June 2019.
	Date
	To
	From
	Chairs/Lord Mayor
	Cost

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN:

(Answers to questions of which due notice has been given are printed as supplied and are not edited)

Submitted by Councillor Steve Griffiths (from meeting on 20 August 2019)
Q1.
What are the Brisbane City Council guidelines for Chairs when using Cabcharge for Council business?

Q2.
What are the Brisbane City Council guidelines for Chairs when using Cabcharge for non-Council business?
A1 & A2.
Council’s Taxi Usage Procedure states that Chairs will use their Cab charge credit card in accordance with the guidelines provided to them when the card is issued. The most recent guidelines relating to Chairs were approved in 1983. There is no evidence to suggest these have ever been provided to Chairs when the cards were issued. 

As previously announced by the Lord Mayor, the guidelines are currently being updated and modelled on State Government practices. 

Q3.
Is the Chairman of Council entitled to a Cabcharge card and what are the guidelines for the use of the Card in relation to their role as a non‑Establishment and Coordination committee member of Council?
A3.
Records dating back to 2000 show the Chair of Council has been provided with a Cab charge card by Council. Please also see responses to questions 1 and 2.
Q4.
Do all Ward offices have access to the links on the Council Intranet for Brisbane City Council templates, forms, policies and procedures?
A4.
All ward offices have access to the Council Intranet. Some links may be unavailable if they are linked to Records Manager, as ward office staff do not have access to Records Manager. This is due to ward offices operating on a different server to the rest of Council.

Councillor Support provides templates, forms, policies and procedures to ward offices as required.

Q5.
What are the patronage numbers for each mobile library location for the last 3 years?
A5.

	Patronage – Mobile Library

	2016-17
	2017-18
	2018-19

	14,730
	16,632
	15,959


Q6.
Please supply a breakdown of dates and trips taken by Cr Angela Owen and paid for with Cabcharge in the 2017/18 financial year.
A6.

	Councillor
	Date of Travel
	Travel from
	Travel to
	Amount

	Cr Angela Owen
	2/07/2017
	Milton
	Stretton
	$73.20

	Cr Angela Owen
	29/07/2017
	Robertson
	South Brisbane
	$54.23

	Cr Angela Owen
	29/07/2017
	South Brisbane
	Hillcrest
	$83.77

	Cr Angela Owen
	29/07/2017
	Hillcrest
	Robertson
	$60.39

	Cr Angela Owen
	3/08/2017
	Algester
	City
	$58.19

	Cr Angela Owen
	3/08/2017
	City
	Algester
	$60.39

	Cr Angela Owen
	3/08/2017
	Robertson
	Newstead
	$68.31

	Cr Angela Owen
	3/08/2017
	Newstead
	Robertson
	$44.88

	Cr Angela Owen
	4/08/2017
	Robertson
	North Quay
	$56.65

	Cr Angela Owen
	4/08/2017
	Southbank
	Robertson
	$51.70

	Cr Angela Owen
	11/08/2017
	Robertson
	Jamboree Heights
	$39.82

	Cr Angela Owen
	11/08/2017
	Jamboree Heights
	Robertson
	$38.61

	Cr Angela Owen
	14/08/2017
	Suburbs
	Exhibition
	$12.10

	Cr Angela Owen
	14/08/2017
	Exhibition
	North Quay
	$14.08

	Cr Angela Owen
	22/08/2017
	Suburbs
	Southbank
	$13.20

	Cr Angela Owen
	22/08/2017
	Southbank
	North Quay
	$11.11

	Cr Angela Owen
	2/09/2017
	Robertson
	South Brisbane
	$42.79

	Cr Angela Owen
	3/09/2017
	South Brisbane
	Robertson
	$120.34

	Cr Angela Owen
	17/10/2017
	North Quay
	City
	$5.46

	Cr Angela Owen
	17/10/2017
	City
	City
	$8.82

	Cr Angela Owen
	28/10/2017
	Robertson
	Brisbane
	$50.72

	Cr Angela Owen
	28/10/2017
	Brisbane
	Robertson
	$49.98

	Cr Angela Owen
	10/02/2018
	North Quay
	Milton
	$10.19

	Cr Angela Owen
	10/02/2018
	Milton
	North Quay
	$11.03

	Cr Angela Owen
	17/02/2018
	Robertson
	City
	$53.03

	Cr Angela Owen
	18/02/2018
	City
	Robertson
	$51.03

	Cr Angela Owen
	1/03/2018
	North Quay
	Woolloongabba
	$16.38

	Cr Angela Owen
	1/03/2018
	Woolloongabba
	City
	$12.18

	Cr Angela Owen
	21/03/2018
	North Quay
	Roma St
	$8.51

	Cr Angela Owen
	21/03/2018
	City
	North Quay
	$21.00

	Cr Angela Owen
	31/03/2018
	North Quay
	City
	$16.80

	Cr Angela Owen
	31/03/2018
	Newstead
	North Quay
	$26.78

	Cr Angela Owen
	8/04/2018
	Home
	Algester
	$40.11

	Cr Angela Owen
	8/04/2018
	Home
	Belmont
	$84.00

	Cr Angela Owen
	8/04/2018
	Belmont
	Robertson
	$53.66

	Cr Angela Owen
	16/04/2018
	North Quay
	Southbank
	$9.56

	Cr Angela Owen
	16/04/2018
	Southbank
	North Quay
	$8.09

	Cr Angela Owen
	19/04/2018
	Robertson
	Woolloongabba
	$44.10

	Cr Angela Owen
	19/04/2018
	Home
	Robertson
	$42.00

	Cr Angela Owen
	20/04/2018
	Robertson
	Fortitude Valley
	$59.01

	Cr Angela Owen
	20/04/2018
	Home
	Robertson
	$52.50

	Cr Angela Owen
	12/05/2018
	Robertson
	Southbank
	$52.50

	Cr Angela Owen
	12/05/2018
	Home
	Robertson
	$40.11

	Cr Angela Owen
	26/05/2018
	Robertson
	Brisbane
	$51.35

	Cr Angela Owen
	26/05/2018
	Home
	Robertson
	$115.50

	Cr Angela Owen
	9/06/2018
	Robertson
	Roma St
	$52.50

	Cr Angela Owen
	9/06/2018
	Home
	Robertson
	$81.69

	Cr Angela Owen
	22/06/2018
	Home
	City
	$49.14

	Cr Angela Owen
	22/06/2018
	Home
	Robertson
	$52.08

	
	Total
	
	
	$2,133.57


Q7.
Please supply a breakdown of dates and trips taken by Cr Angela Owen and paid for with Cabcharge in the 2016/17 financial year.
A7.

	Councillor
	Date of Travel
	Travel from
	Travel to
	Amount

	Cr Angela Owen
	29/07/2016
	Suburbs
	City
	$49.90

	Cr Angela Owen
	29/07/2016
	City
	Robertson
	$54.80

	Cr Angela Owen
	6/08/2016
	Suburbs
	Brisbane
	$54.30

	Cr Angela Owen
	6/08/2016
	Suburbs
	Robertson
	$54.90

	Cr Angela Owen
	8/08/2016
	North Quay
	Exhibition
	$15.10

	Cr Angela Owen
	8/08/2016
	Herston
	Spring Hill
	$12.60

	Cr Angela Owen
	17/09/2016
	Robertson
	South Brisbane
	$49.50

	Cr Angela Owen
	18/09/2016
	South Brisbane
	Robertson
	$50.00

	Cr Angela Owen
	17/10/2016
	Suburbs
	North Quay
	$86.80

	Cr Angela Owen
	17/10/2016
	Suburbs
	Brisbane Airport
	$69.80

	Cr Angela Owen
	17/10/2016
	Southbank (Melb)
	Melbourne
	$11.40

	Cr Angela Owen
	18/10/2016
	Southbank (Melb)
	Southbank (Melb)
	$12.40

	Cr Angela Owen
	18/10/2016
	Southbank (Melb)
	Melbourne
	$34.30

	Cr Angela Owen
	19/10/2016
	Brisbane Airport
	Algester
	$126.40

	Cr Angela Owen
	12/11/2016
	Robertson
	South Brisbane
	$37.70

	Cr Angela Owen
	12/11/2016
	Suburbs
	Robertson
	$35.10

	Cr Angela Owen
	24/01/2017
	Robertson
	South Brisbane
	$37.20

	Cr Angela Owen
	24/01/2017
	Suburbs
	Robertson
	$76.20

	Cr Angela Owen
	24/04/2017
	Ascot
	Algester
	$96.70

	Cr Angela Owen
	27/04/2017
	Robertson
	Brisbane Airport
	$74.30

	Cr Angela Owen
	1/05/2017
	Brisbane Airport
	Robertson
	$114.10

	Cr Angela Owen
	3/05/2017
	North Quay
	Algester
	$54.80

	
	Total
	
	
	$1,208.30


Q8.
Please supply a breakdown of dates and trips taken by Cr Angela Owen and paid for with Cabcharge in the 2015/16 financial year.
A8.

	Councillor
	Date of Travel
	Travel from
	Travel to
	Amount

	Cr Angela Owen
	1/03/2016
	Robertson
	Brisbane
	$50.30

	Cr Angela Owen
	1/03/2016
	QUT
	Robertson
	$35.00

	Cr Angela Owen
	23/03/2016
	Robertson
	Hamilton
	$84.30

	Cr Angela Owen
	23/03/2016
	Hamilton
	Brisbane
	$35.20

	Cr Angela Owen
	23/02/2016
	City
	Robertson
	$43.50

	Cr Angela Owen
	15/06/2016
	Spring Hill
	City
	$7.10

	
	Total
	
	
	$255.40
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Jade Stopar (Senior Council and Committee Officer)
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Billy Peers (Personal Support Officer to the Lord Mayor and Council Orderly)
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